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Allies Decide to Take 
Fateful Step Despite 
Fears of Broader War 


By William Drozdiak 

• V/ashingioa Post Service 
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^ BRUSSELS — The decision by die North Atlantic TVeaty 
Organization to attack a sovereign nation for the first Htm in 
its 50-year history represents a momentous transfonnationfea' 
a defensive alliance conceived to protect Western Europe 
from Che an invasion by the Soviet Union, 

By taking the fateful step to authorize the bombing of 
Yugoslavia, the Western allies enter nm-har rM territory. 
Unlike the air strikes against Bosnian Serbs that led to the 
Dayton peace agreement, there are no assurances th at raids 
will persuade President Slobodan Milosevic to call off the 

r M — latest offensive against ethnic Albanians in 

NEWS ‘ Kosovo. 

•ANALYSIS Indeed, NATO diplomats acknowledge 

there is a risk that Western air strikes could 

i to broaden the war, either bv launch- 
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mg artilieiy strikes against NATO peacekeepers in Bosma or 
by escalating an ethnic cleanring campaign in which a forced 
exodus of Kosovars could destabilize the neighboring states 
of Albania and Macedonia. 

„ An expansion of the conflict would undermine a basic goal 
of U.S. and European policy: to contain the Balkan ethnic 
Avars' and prevent a conflagration that would engulf much of 
southeastern Europe. A major worry is that NATO allies 
Greece and Turkey could be drawn into opposing rides — if 
the Greeks move to protect their northern border and the 
Talks intervene to help fellow Albanian Muslims. 

Even if those fears are not realized, the planned NATO air 
campaign -r- starting with cruise missile attacks from U.S. 
warships in the Mediterranean, to be followed by bombing 
sorties delivered by an armada of more than 400 aircraft — 
will set an important precedent that some experts believe 
could come back to haunt die United States and its European 
.allies. 

, - By launching air attacks beyond their own territorial ck>- 
ij- main against a sovereign state without a clear mandate from 
- the United Nations, the 19 NATO member states can be 
accused of flouting international law and providing future 
justification for other countries to ignore the will of die UN 
Security Council. 

Russia’s leaders, who have vehemently opposed NATO air 
strikes; have insisted they will break off relations with the 
Western military alliance in the event of attacks against their 
Slavic brothers. While Germany and other European states 
have expressed anxiety about alienating Russia, NATO of- 
ficials say Moscow's dismay was never a prime factor in- 
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Ethnic Albanians who fled Kosovo waiting Tuesday to be registered at a police station in Skopje, Macedonia. 

Primakov , Flying to U.S . , Turns Back 


By David Hoffman 

Washington Past Service 
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See KOSOVO, Page 6. 


MOSCOW — - Prime Minister Y evgeni Primakov canceled 
high-level meetings in Washington on Tuesday, ordering his 
plane to turn around and fly back to Moscow because of 
anticipated NATO air attacks on Yugoslavia, Russian and 
U.S. officials said. 

The Russian news agency Itar-Tass reported that Mir. 
Primakov, who had taken off from a refueling stop in Ireland 
en route to Washington, was returning to Moscow. 

The State Department announced that Mr. Primakov had 
put off his visit 

The decision apparently came after a phone conversation 
with Vice President Albert Gore. 

Mr. Primakov’s visit, which was shaping up as the most 
important of bis six. months in office, was designed to 


persuade the International Monetary Fund to resume lending 
to Russia so it could repay $4.5 billion in debts to the agency 
due this year. 

Cancellation of the visit could be a serious setback for 
Prime Minister Primakov's hopes of restoring toe IMF lend- 
ing, which is also the key for unlocking potential loans from 
other countries and from international lending organiza- 
tions. 

Without the loans, Russia faces the prospect of further 
declines in toe exchange rate of toe ruble and depletion of its 
low currency reserves. 

Earlier Tuesday, Mr. Primakov and other Russian officials 
strenuously reiterated Moscow's opposition to air strikes. 
"Russia is categorically opposed to air strikes in Kosovo and 
military action cannot be justified on any grounds," Mr. 

See PRIMAKOV, Page 6 
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Oil Producers Agree to Cut Output 

4 Nations Join OPEC in Push to Lift Prices 
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Dow Takes Tumble 
On Profit Worries 

The Dow Jones industrial average 
retreated further from the 10,000 mile- 
stone Tuesday, falling neatly 22 per- 
cent on concerns about U.S. corporate 
profits and the Kosovo crisis. Page 14. 


By Youssef M. Ibrahim 

Nevt York Times Service 

VIENNA — OPEC and four in- 
dependent major oil producers 
clinched a far-reaching agreement 
Tuesday to cut world oil production by 
2.1 million barrels a day for a year in a 
bid to lift sagging oil prices. 

The pact comes on top of two earlier 
by toe Organization of Petro- 
leum Exporting Countries that shut 
down another 3 million barrels a day in 
March and June of last year, bringing 
toe total to JSJ2 million barrels a day 
being removed from world oil markets 
in a 13-month period. 

The agreement, which goes into ef- 
fect next month, calls for OPEC’s 10 
members to reduce oil output by 1.7 
million barrels a day. In a rare show of 
solidarity, Norway, Mexico, Russia 
and Oman joined the oil cartel in vow- 
ing to shutdown 400,000 barrels a day 
of their production, suggesting a 
worldwide alliance is shaping con- 
certed action to stem a decade-long 
slide in oil pices. 

Until two years ago, these inde- 
pendent producers shunned any se- 
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new spirit of cooperation be- 
tween oil exporting countries has 
brought clear results/ said Ali Naimi, 
toe Saadi Arabia oil minister who led 
the effort for months to orchestrate 
these production restraints. He noted 
the agreement had strong political un- 
derpinning. “Several heads of state 
directly participated in these negoti- 
ations by telephone, ” Mr. Naimi said 
Tuesday. 

Saudi officials said Crown Prince 
Abdullah ibn Abdul aziz. the effective 
ruler of Saudi Arabia, the world's 
largest producer of oil, joined Pres- 
ident Mohammed Khatenti of Iran and 
toe heads of state of Venezuela. Al- 
geria and Mexico and toe Gulf states to 
support the pack 

“I am very happy to see a new spirit 
in OPEC," said the cartel’s president 
Yoncef Yousfi, Algeria’s oil minister. 
"To those who doubted our resolve, 
we have proven with our solidarity we 
can exceed expectations.’* 

See OPEC, Page 14 
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A Yugoslav soldier running to avoid sniper fire Tuesday near Pristina. 


Belgrade Declares 
State of ‘Danger’ 
After Talks Collapse 

By Brian Knowlton 

International Herald Tribune 

WASHINGTON — President Bill Clinton prepared toe 
American people and the West tmVTuesday for imminent 

Western dema^^ caused ^ast-ditch negotiations to collapse. 

Mr. Clinton’s special envoy, Richard Holbrooke, met 
Tuesday in Belgrade with President Slobodan Milosevic in a 
final effort to persuade Yugoslavia to agree to a cease-fire in 
Kosovo and to allow international peacekeeping troops. The 
talks "got nowhere." Mr. Clinton said. 

Mr. Holbrooke arrived in Belgrade on Monday to tell Mr. 
Milosevic and his country’s top military leaders about the 
imminent danger their forces face, not only in the Serbian 
province of Kosovo but elsewhere in Serbia. 

Mr. Holbrooke said that his six hours of conversation with 
Mr. Milosevic on Monday night and Tuesday morning were 
"very tense and tinged with a sense that we were crossing a 
watershed.” 

Arriving late Tuesday night at NATO headquarters in 
Brussels, Mr. Holbrooke told Secretary-General Javier So- 
latia Madariaga his mission had failed. 

“The process now is handed both symbolically and for- 
mally back to you.*’ be told Mr. Solana. “Diplomatic chan- 
nels will always remain open," he said, adding that the 
mission “was not in our view likely to produce any further 
movement even if we’d stayed." 

The Yugoslav government immediately proclaimed a state 
of danger of imminent war. Prime Minister Momir Bulatovic 
said. 

The decision had been taken because of “threats of ag- 
gression" by NATO and would go into force immediately, 
Mr. Bulatovic said. 

But it was not immediately dear what this would mean for 
toe citizens of Yugoslavia. 

The United States warned that air strikes would be swiff 
and severe. “We believe this will be painful for toe Serbs." 
said toe Pentagon spokesman, Kenneth Bacon. He said toe 
United States hoped that soon “toe Serbs will realize they 
have nude a mistake." 

"We told them that if there is bombing." the Yugoslav 
Army will be destroyed, said a high-ranking U.S. general who 
accompanied Mr. Holbrooke to Belgrade. 

"We have always said force was toe last resort," Mr. 
Bacon told reporters, "but it’s toe only resort we’ve been left 
with." 

NATO ships in the Adriatic and planes in Britain were 
poised to launch punishing air strikes, sending cruise missiles 
against targets in Yugoslavia, possibly within hours. 

It would be the first NATO strike 
against a sovereign country in toe 50- 
year history of toe military alliance. 

The U.S. State Department ordered all 
American diplomats in Belgrade, appar- 
ently 21 or 22 people, to leave toe coun- 
try. 

Mr. Holbrooke flew Tuesday night to 
Brussels to consult with NATO officials, 
toe last formality before attacks are 
ordered against Yugoslav air-defense in- 
stallations. The NATO countries had 
already given Mr. Solana the authority to 
order an attack. 

Mr. Clinton warned Americans — 
many of whom, he acknowledged, would 
be hard-pressed to find Kosovo on a map 
— of toe risks of military action. "It is 
inherently dangerous work," he said. 
"There are risks to our pilots, and there 
are risks to people on toe ground." 

The president added, however, that 
“toe dangers of acting must be weighed 
against toe dangers of inaction." 

If NATO ignored Mr. Milosevic’s re- 
peated acts of defiance, Mr. Clinton said. 

See ACTION, Page 6 


Amid Gunfire, Pristina Waits in Fear 

Serbian Police Units Surround Violence-Wracked Capital of Kosovo 


By Peter Finn 

VViisfeuigfwi Post Sen-ice 


A Paraguay Chief Is Slain 

Attack on Vice President Follows Power Struggle 


Our ba? Firm* Mptart a 

ASUNCION, Paraguay — Gunmen 
i assassinated Paraguay's vice president 
in central Asuncion on Tuesday, toe 
latest blow » a nation tom by a power 
struggle in the party that has ruled it for 
If a century. ...... 

The vice president, Luis Maria Ar- 
W a bitter rival of Paraguay ’s pres- 
ident was killed on his way to his office 
Tuesday morning. Witnesses said three 
gunmen in military dress swerved their 
• white car in front of Mr. Argana’s red 
jeep threw a grenade and sprayed him, 
his driver and bodyguard with bullets. 
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Mr. Argana’s aides said he was 
riddled with 10 gunshot wonnds. Ar- 
gana’s driver died, but his bodyguard 
appeared to have survived. Paraguayan 
authorities closed toe benders imme- 
diately, and no flights were allowed into 
the country, while diplomats from 
neighboring Argentina warned nation- 
als not to travel there. 

The assassination ratcheted up toe 
political tension in a country where 
President Rani Cabas has been fending 
off recent calls tor impeachment 
Paraguay has been the seme of months 
of bitter political infighting. 

In a nationwide address, toe president 
appealed for calm. 

President Cubas — whose faction of 
toe ruling Colorado Party is controlled 
by a convicted coup leader. Lino 
Oviedo, and which has fought toe vice 
president for control of toe party — said 
that Mr. Argana, 66, had appointed his 
own bodyguards rather than using state 
security personnel. 

Mr. Argana’s distraught supporters 
and opposition leaders gathered outside 
the hospital and laid toe responsibility 
for toe Killing, if not the blame, at the 
door of Mr. Cubas and his mentor, Mr. 
Oviedo, a former army chief. 

See PARAGUAY, Page 6 


AGENDA 

Anwar Trial Ends 
As Tempers Flare 

The trial of Anwar Ibrahim, 
Malaysia’s ousted deputy prime 
minister, abruptly ended Tuesday 
with defense lawyers refusing to 
make closing arguments and toe 
judge declaring them in contempt 
of court. 

After a sharp exchange of words 
with toe defense lawyers. Judge 
Augustine Paul declared .toe trial 
over, said he would deliver his ver- 
dict on April 6 and told Mr. Anwar 
that he could provide written sub- 
missions if he wanted to. 

If convicted, Mr. Anwar faces 14 
years in jail or a 20,000 ringgit 
($5,260) fine — or both — on each 
of four charges filed against him. 

He is accused of ordering police 
officers to cover up allegations of 
sexual indiscretion. Page 6. 
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PRISTINA, Yugoslavia — For most 
of toe last year, this gray city situated in 
a valley with smoke-fouled air and toe 
c h nrercd character of a bazaar, has 
largely escaped toe violence that scarred 
the surrounding province of Kosovo. 

But this week, with NATO air strikes 
threatening, a grim foreboding is 
strangling Pristina. The provincial cap- 
ital of 200,000 — seen by ethnic Al- 
banian separatists as a future seat of 
government and by the Belgrade gov- 
ernment as a nest of sedition — was 


borhoods and artillery thundered in the 
distance. 

Late in the day, a bomb hurled 
through toe doorway exploded in a caf£ 
popular among ethnic Albanians, 
wounding two people. 

Another restaurant was reportedly 
sprayed with gunfire. As most bars and 
restaurants closed, residents began 
stockpiling food and water, anticipating 
shortages they are certain will accom- 



try: 

Gunfire rang out in residential neigh- 


lonh Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

A withering offensive since toe 
weekend by government security forces 
against villages identified with toe sep- 
aratist Kosovo Liberation Army has 
spread to Pristina in other ways. 

About 10.000 refugees have arrived 
since last week adding to toe 29,000 


already known to be here, according to 
humanitarian organizations. 

Many new arrivals are finding a set- 
ting only marginally less violent than 
toe bumed-out villages they are fleeing. 
Yugoslav troops and Serbian special 
police units patrol toe capital in armored 
vehicles, a rare sight jusi weeks ago. 

On Sunday night, four Serbian po- 
licemen were gunned down in an am- 
bush, toe deadliest attack yet on Serbian 
forces in toe city. 

With toe offices of international 
peace monitors boarded up since their 
departure from Kosovo last Saturday — 
and many foreign aid workers and jour- 
nalists leaving toe province — Belgrade 
officials are moving against other 

See PRISTINA, Page 6 


Japanese Chase 2 Suspicious Vessels 


By Nicholas D. Kristof 

Ne w- York Times Service 

TOKYO — Japanese patrol boats and 
aircraft spotted and chased two vessels 
with false markings on Tuesday and 
then fir e d warning shots in an attempt to 
force them to stop. 

The authorities said it was toe first 
time -in 46 years that Japan had fired 
wanting shots and toe first time in toe 
postwar era that Japan had sent des- 
troyers to chase suspicious vessels. 

Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi con- 
vened an emergency meeting of key 
cabinet officials at his residence Tues- 
day night as Japanese ships and planes 
continued to pursue the two mysterious 
vessels. 


The government tod not accuse North 
Korea of being behind toe incident, but 
it clearly regarded the intrusion of toe 
two vessels as a military matter. 

As a result, toe government invoked 
Japan's right to self-defense under 
which the nation’s Self-Defense Forces 
are authorized to try to board the sus- 
picious vessels, which fled north into 
Russian international waters. 

"We decided to take toe measures ai 
sea to protect people’s lives and property 
and ensure security," toe chief gov- 
ernment spokesman. Hirorou Non aka. 
said at a news conference. The military 
was brought into toe affair after toe 
Maritime Safety Agency was unable to 
catch toe two vessels in a long chase. 

North Korea is now toe main security 


concern of Japanese officials, and state- 
run NHK and other television stations 
quoted anonymous officials as suggest- 
ing a North Korean connection. 

Japan’s response was startling, for 
foreign vessels often sneak into Japanese 
waters to fish or drop off smuggled 
cargoes or illegal aliens without gen- 
erating nearly so serious a response. 

The reaction strongly suggested thru 
Japanese officials had intelligence 
about toe two vessels that they were not 
sharing. 

The incident underscores Japan's in- 
creasing assertiveness in security affairs 
and may complicate relations between 
the West and North Korea. 

See JAPAN, Page 6 
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Hero's TWilight Years / Popularity Defies Critics 


As Retirement Nears, Mandela’s Charm Endures 


By Suzanne Daley 

-Vm K'tk Tuni s Sin k c 


P RETORIA — The pink 
light of dawn washed over 
the runway at Waterkioof 
Air Force’Base near here 
3$ Nelson Mandela settled into a 
specially padded seat aboard his 
presidential jet. The flight attend- 
ant knell to remove his Shoes and, 
in what seemed like a well-worn 
routine, helped him lift his 
swollen legs high on to two pil- 
lows. 

It was the start of a working day 
for the 80- year-old president that 
would include a visit to a mini 
backwater, moving from the lux- 
urious jet to an army helicopter 
for a hot. bumpy, hourfong ride 
there and another back. 

There would also be meetings 
in Pretoria: business executives, 
an envoy from Uganda, the pres- 
ident of’ Namibia, then more ex- 
ecutives. In the evening, he would 
address an auditorium full of 
white farmers to laud a new anti- 
crime program. 

His day would end IS hours 
after it had started, a grueling 
schedule that is not unusual for 
him. even in the twilight of his 
presidency. 

After nearly five years in of- 

fice. Mr. Mandela is still beloved, 
a leader who can scold an audience .for two hours 
and still get a standing ovation. 

His popularity crosses ail racial lines and is such 
an absolute in South Africa that even opposition 
leaders attacking his parry, the African National 
Congress, pause to make it clear that they do not 
mean him. too. In a recent national survey. 43 
percent of those asked to rate his performance gave 
him a perfect 10. 

In stark contrast to the leaders of many African 
countries, who use imperiousness to make them- 
selves seem imperial, he always strives to charm. 
He works crowds instead of stalking past them. He 
waits for the answer when he asks. "How are 
you?" 

He makes rueful, tongue-in-cheek comments 
about becoming old and unemployed with a new 
wife to support. (Last July, he married Graca 
Machef. widow of the Mozambican president, after 
divorcing Winnie Mandela.) When choruses sing to 
him. he dances his trademark jig. 

But he can be cranky, too. The charm comes on at 
the stops. In between, he hardly speaks. 

As he nears his self-imposed retirement, he seems 
reluctant to talk about himself. His aides, respond- 
ing to an avalanche of requests for interviews, let 
journalists aboard his jet, but he is clearly not 
thrilled about it. He says the attention should now go 
to Thabo Mbeki. the deputy president, who is vir- 
tually certain to be president after the June 2 elec- 
tions. 



Mr. Mandela is not without his 
critics. Some say he should have 
been more hands-on, others say 
he had serious lapses in judg- 
ment. 

Why, they ask, was former 
President Suharto of Indonesia, a 
man suspected of looting his 
country’s treasury and with a 
questionable human rights re- 
cord, given South Africa’s 
highest humanitarian award? 

And how could Mr. Mandela 
have sent his justice minister to 
welcome home from America ihe 
anti-apartheid activist Allan Boe- 
sak. who was returning to face 
serious fraud charges? Hrs loyalty 
to Mr. Boesak was so deep that he 
helped raise defense funds and 
criticized the prosecutor’s case, 
for which he later apologized. 




’R. MANDELA is 
also accused of tol- 
erating incompetent 
.cabinet ministers 
whom he personally likes and 
even' some who are under serious 



su 


Ever the charmer , Mr . Mandela makes rueful comments about 
becoming old and unemployed irith a new wife to support, after 
having married Graca MacheL widow of the Mozambican president. 


spicion of corruption. 


Agreeing to answer a few questions on a recent 
flight from the air force base. Mr. Mandela instantly 


dismissed the first: What does he consider his 
greatest accomplishments as president? "Such a 
question is very important and should be put in 
writing first," he snapped. 

In any case, he added: "They are not my ac- 
complishments. Everything 1 have done is to do 
with the ANC." 

, Few others see it that way. As president, Mr. 
Mandela has had an unfailing knack for gestures 
that united this deeply divided country, gestures that 
perhaps no other man could or would have made. He 
will no doubt be remembered more for them than for 
any particular policy — and for making them to- 
ward whites, whose leaders put him in prison for 27 
years simply because he dared to want to be their 
equal. 

Indeed, beneath the gestures, he has left much of 
the day-to-day running of the country to Mr. Mbeki, 


and he rarely speaks about specific government 
programs. 

Mr. Mandela has also repeatedly and reassur- 
ingly signaled that his government will abide by 
democratic principles. TTie first time the new Con- 
stitutional Coun rebuffed the African Narional Con- 
gress. Mr. Mandela publicly accepted the verdict 
and expressed delight at the court’s independence. 

Last year, in a case brought by the rugby league 
boss questioning Mr. Mandela's decision-making 
process, he became the first president to testify- in 
court. His advisers opposed it. but he insisted, 
saying the subpoena's legality could be fought over 
later. 

He has also promoted charity, dragging the lords 
of big business to desperate rural areas far from their 
vacation homes. No one dares say no to him. so new 
schools and clinics sprout in his wake, wrenched out 
of the ground with a little corporate arm-twisting. In 
the last year, he has made 30 such trips, all suc- 
cessful. he said. 


Ii 


N FOREIGN policy, he has shepherded the 
country back into the world’s favor, rejoining 
the Commonwealth and pushing for a seat on 
.the United Nations Security Council. He pur- 
sues firm nonaligned status, getting along with 
Israel and the Palestinians, with Cuba and the 
United States. He poses for pictures with everyone 
from Colonel Mcammar Gadhafi to Michael Jack- 
son. 

In pursuit of that, he travels widely. He made 
nearly 50 trips abroad during his First three years in 
office. Some were attempts to broker "peace in 
African wars; most promoted foreign investment. 

That played well at home. too. After decades in 
which white South Africans were international 
polecats and black ones were faceless victims, both 
are able to bask in the glow of watching him being 
feted by world leaders, whether silting in the car- 
riage of Queen Elizabeth II or talking tough to the 
World Economic Forum. 

Tom Lodge, a political analyst with the Uni- 
versity of Witwatersrand. said: "He has been a hero 
more than president. 

In choosing the role of statesman rather than 
administrator, Mr. Mandela has also helped assure a 
smooth transition. In the eariy days, the rand dropped 
every lime he looked tired; now. the prospect of his 
departure causes no panic, since Mr. Mbeki has been 
virtually running the country for years. 


reports surfaced (hat the 
thin-skinned Mr. Mbeki was for- 
cing out talented rivals such as 
Cyril Ramaphosa, Tokyo Sex- 
wale or Terror Lekota, Mr. Man- 
dela did little to keep them from 
leaving for the business world or 
being sidelined to unimportant parry posts. 

Some say Mr. Mandela has grown died in the job 
and is not always at his best chese days. He is 
Impadent, attacks the news media, and frequently 
lashes out ar whites, rhoagh some say he does not 
make clear what he wants from them. Though in the 
early days he often talked of needing to keep whites 
here, he has lately suggested that the country was 

ralia< 


well rid of those who have fled to Australia or 
Canada because of crime and affirmative action. 

Talking on his plane, Mr. Mandela shrugged off 
some of his critics* biggest fears: that his party 
wants a two-thirds majority so it can rewrite the 
constitution to hobble watchdog agencies, and that 
it is unable to keep rising crime from chasing 
business, and thus prosperity, away. 

He calls the ANC's ambitions only natural. "As 
far as I am aware eveiy polirical party in the world 
wants to be stronger," he said. 

.And South Africa’s crime situation, he insists, is 
nothing new. 

Blacks, he said, have always had to live with 
crime; the only thing new is that it is now affecting 
whites. 

As the elections approach, he sounds more and 
more partisan. Last fall, he angrily called the coun- 
try’s opposition parties "Mickey Mouse parties.” 

Speaking recently in Houghton, the largely white 
suburb wbere he lives, he told the audience that they 
had made ifaeir first serious mistake by supporting 
apartheid. Now, he said, they are making a second 
by shunning the ANC, which draws few white 
voters. 

Opposition parties, he said, are not vital to de- 
mocracy and play no useful purpose. "Don't.” he 
warned, "be supporters of lost causes.” 

But then, against his handlers* instructions, he 
took questions, spoke till he was hoarse and plunged 
into the crowd to shake hands. 

And, despite his occasional irritability, bis sense 
of humor often triumphs. After the "Mickey 
Mouse" crack, one opposition leader, Tony Leon, 
had shot back that Mr. Mandela was "running a 
Goofy government" that had failed to deliver on 
services. 

A few weeks later, Mr. Mandela was visiting a 
hospitalized friend when he heard that Mr. Leon 
was also there, recovering from heart bypass sur- 
gery. He approached Mr, "Leon's bed from behind 
ihe curtains. "Mickey Mouse," he called out in a 
deep voice. "This is Goofy come to see you.” 


Arafat Likely to Delay 
Statehood Declaration 

May 4 4 Sacred Date ’ Expected to Be Ignored 


By Deborah Sontag 

New Yttrl Times Stener 


Arab leaders went to Moscow." Akiva 
Eldar wrote in the daily Ha aretz on 


Monday morning 


IFRJ JSALEM — Yasser Arafat has If Mr. Arafat does delay a statehood 
tightrope, decleranon. i; 


always been a master 
and once more his acrobatic 


ilisare toy. After the Israeli elections, the new 
minister will have to move 


prime 


te to S theW«?BSandGaza,Mr.Ara- quickly to re-establish peace negoti- 
fat faces mounting pressure to declare a acions, analysts say. 


Palestinian state May 4. Thai is the day B £jj Drafting a Declaration 
when a five-year transitional period of 
limited self-nile, established under the 
Oslo peace agreement with Israel, was 
supposed to be completed. 

Bui internationally, the Palestinian 
president faces equally strong pressure 
to defer any declaration, as many say it 
could provoke Israel to react militarily 
and rupture the fragile understandings 
built through years of diplomacy. 

Many Israeli. Palestinian and U.S. ex- 
perts say they believe thar Mr. Arafat is 
leaning toward toying a statehood proc- 
lamation. Although he has consistently 
referred to May 4 as a "sacred dare,” he 
has dropped a couple of public hints in _ 

recent days thar he would be willing to ler declaration would be ready for ad9ption 
it pass without malting history. at an EU summit meeting m Berlin this 

week. . j# . 

A European source said phone dis~J[ ■ 
cussions on the draft were continuing 
Tuesday. 

Diplomats said some member states 
had differed over how closely recognition 
of a Palestinian right to statehood should 
be linked to negotiations with Israel and 
whether a time limit, possibly 12 months, 
should be put on that process. 

Some diplomats said Germany and 
Britain also were concerned that a dec- 


The European Union is working on a 
declaration that would support the right 
of Palestinians to their own state and reU 
Israel it should not veto its creation, 
diplomatic sources said Tuesday, Reu- 
ters reported from Jerusalem. 

The move is parr of a coordinated 
efforts by the United States and the EU 
to discourage Mr. Arafat from proceed- 
ing with the unilateral proclamation of a 
state May 4. 

The sources said EU foreign ministers 
discussed a draft text ai a meeting in 
Brussels on Monday but failed to fi- 
nalize it, casting doubt on whether the 
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Spotlight Turns to Police Chief as More New Yorkers Protest Killing 


>Vn» York Times Ser.ice 

NEW YORK — As the New York 
City police commissioner, Howard 
Safir, came under mounting criticism, 
141 people, including State Comptroller 
H. Carl McCall, have been arrested in 
the largest act of civil disobedience yet 
protesting the police shooting of 
Amadou Diaho. 

The protest Monday was held just 
after Mr. Safir was forced to defend his 
officers at a City Council hearing into 
the police department’s street-crime 
unit. Four officers from that unit fired a 
total of 41 shots at Mr. Diallo, an un- 
armed West African immigrant, killing 


him in the vestibule of his Bronx apart- 
ment building on Feb. 4. 

Before the hearing, Mr. Safir' *5 aides 
said he might not testify at the City 
Council hearing because of a scheduling 
conflict. Bur after being photographed at 
the Oscars ceremony in Los Angeles on 
Sunday night, the commissioner flew 
back to New York to attend the hearing 
at City Hall. 

The size of the protest Monday — 
several hundred people marched outside 
poiice headquarters in lower Manhattan, 
and the number of protesters arrested 
was the highest yet in the case — in- 
dicated that public anger over Mr. Di- 


allo's shooting was still strong nearly 
seven weeks after the incident. 


Singing "We Shall Overcome.” Mr. 
EcGbU. thf 


McCall, the highest-ranking black elect- 
ed official in New York state, blocked 
the entrance to police headquarters and 
was arrested along with Earl Graves, the 
publisher of Black Enterprise magazine; 
Ed Lewis, the publisher of Essence 
magazine; the comedian Dick Gregory, 
and dozens of lawyers and several City 
Council members fresh from their hear- 
ing on the poiice department. 

All were handcuffed, following police 
guidelines, as Representative Charles' 
Rangel. Democrat of New York, and 


former Mayor David Dinkins were when 
they were arrested during similar 
protests last week. 

But the main political drama Monday 
was at the city council hearing, where 
council members had been eagerly 
awaiting a chance to question Mr. Safir 
only to be rebuffed by his office over the 
past few days. 

Police officials refused to say whether 
Mr. Safir’s scheduling conflict with the 
council hearing had involved the Oscars, 
but the photos of the commissioner in 
Los Angeles in black tie proved em- 
barrassing, given what was going on 
back home. 


"We will have an independent stale 
sooner or later,” Mr. Arafat said in 
Sweden on Sunday, brushing off a ques- 
tion about May 4. "It’s a matter of 
time.” 

There are many reasons he may not be 
eager to rush a declaration of statehood. 
The most important is that he would not 
want to make an empty pronouncement 
That would invite comparisons to 1988 
whea, while still in exile, he issued from 
Algiers a declaration of independence 
that many Palestinians . have since 
mocked. 

‘ ‘It’s not like he can declare statehood 
and everything is transformed," said It- 
amar Rabinowitz, a professoral Tel Aviv 
University, a former peace negotiator 
and former Israeli ambassador to Wash- 
ington. "The calculus is complex for 
Arafat. Over whar territory does he an- 
nounce statehood? If it’s only the land 
they have so far. why bother"? If it’s more, 
then he draws lines that make future 
negotiations difficult. And there will be 
future negotiations no matter what.” 

Also, many believe that a declaration 
of statehood by Arafat would enhance 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's 
chances of re-electioa later in May by 
scaring or angering potential Israeli 
swing voters, pushing them to support 
his rightist candidacy. If Mr. Netanyahu 
launched a retaliatory military action — 
by annexing parts of the West Bank, as 
he has threatened — many Israelis 
would rally behind him. 

StilL Mr. Arafat is clearly seeking 
international guarantees that he can 
present to his people, evidence that there. 
WiU be a payoff for a postponement. This 
might include pledges to accept a future. 
Palestinian state, promises of more fi- 
nancial assistance or limited but im- 
mediate recognition of Palestinian sov- 
ereignty by international institutions that 
lend money, issue satellite frequencies 
and mediate trade disputes. 

In the past two months. Mr. Arafat has 
traveled in Europe and the Arab world 
extensively, from Finland to Bahrain. 
He meets this week with President Bill 
Clinton in Washington. 

It is highly unlikely that, Mr. Clinton 
would promise diplomatic recognition 
of a Palestinian state. The White House 
has long insisted that both Israelis and 
Palestinians refrain from taking any uni- 
lateral action on the issues — such as 
statehood — that are supposed to be 
hammered our in final-status negoti- 
ations between them. 

But Mr. Clinton gives Mr. Arafat a 
kind of international recognition just by 
meeting with him in the White House — 
especially given what the Israelis have 
dubbed the American "snub diploma- 
cy" toward their prime minister. 

Mr. Netanyahu has not visited the 
White House at all this year, although 
Yitzhak Mondechai, his former defease 
minister who is challenging him for 
prime minister in the May 17 elections, 
was a guest there last week 

As Mr. Arafat flew to Washington on 
Monday, Mr. Netanyahu was in Russia, 


Jaraaon by Mr. Arafat might alienate 
Israelis before their elections, in which 


. Mr. Netanyahu is campaigning on aplat- 
q lo Palestinian state- 


form of opposition 
hood. 


MIT Details 
Wide Bias of 
Female Staff 


AV»i; Turk 1 lints Sertk* . 

CAMBRIDGE, Massachusetts — 
Top officials at the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology, the most pres- 
tigious science and engineering univer- 
sity in the United States, have issued a 
report acknowledging chat female pro- 
fessors here suffer from pervasive, if 
unintentional, discrimination. 

**I have always believed thar con- 
temporary gender discrimination within 
universitie&Js part jsality and part per- 
ception, ’ * the president ofthe university^ 
Charles Vest, said in comments to be 
published in the faculty newsletter with- 
in days and that have been already pos- 
ted on the World Wide Web. 

“True, but I now-understand that real- 


ity is by far the greater part of the bal- 
ance.” Mr. 


prompting some sarcastic commentary 
from Is 


Israeli columnists. 

"There was a time when Israeli politi- 
cians were invited to Washington and 


Vest said. 

His comments introduced a report.* 
compiled over five years, that docur - 
menrs a pattern of sometimes subtle, bur 
substantive and demoralizing, discrim- 
ination in areas from hiring, awards, 
promotions and inclusion on important 
committees to allocation of valuable re- 
sources like laboratory space and re- 
search money. * 

Such discrimination, national expens 
say, continues and in some ways has 
worsened at institutions across the-coun- 
try„ despite the growing number of fe- 
male professors. 

In a report issued last month, the 
American Associalionof University Pro- 
fessors found thar though women now 
make up 34 percent of faculties nation- 
wide, up from 23 percent in 1975, the gap 
between salaries for male and female 
professors widened in thar period. 

Female faculty members involved 
with the Massachusetts report say they 
do not believe the institute discriminates 
more than other top-flight universities. It 
is simply . more willing to admit it an4r. 
address the problem, they say. (rt 
A hard push to increase the number Ov 
tenured female professors is already 
well under way, according to the. repair, 
along with other efforts to redress in- 
equities in the allocation of resources. 


Corrections 


TRAVEL UPDATE 


WEATHER 


A New York Times article about the outlook for Nissan 
Motor Go., which appeared in editions of March 1 1 , referred 
incorrectly to the financial condition of Renault SA, which has 
offered id bay a stake in Nissan. Renault has a net cash 
position worth about 52. 1 billion, which means that if the 
company paid all debts it would have about $2.i billion left. 
Renault does not have a high level of debt. 


Visitors Despoil Malaysian Park , E “ ro .P e 


Because of erroneous information from the company, a 
wire-service dispatch in Monday’s editions misstated Air 
France 's plans for its Concorde supersonic jets. Air France said 
it might take the jets out of service as of 2007 if they become 
100 costly to operate, but it has no current plans to do so. 
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A Must Read Complimentary Report 


A Professional’s Guide to Currency 
Speculation and Risk Management 


This comprehensive report is mandatory 
reading for all investors. Complete with 
profitable, simple, fully disclosed trading 
Peter Catranis models, an 11 year track record and all 
prico data for Performance verification 


For This fi» Report and Our Services Guide Call Toll-Free (24tira) 


.-t uftrsba 1800125944 
France 0800802248 
Hang Kong 800967209 
Japai f 00S31118S08 

X. Zealand 0800441880 
S Africa 0800986337 
ThtnitHi 0018001 J (2186 J3 
US-Toll 4-9494764020 


Belgium 080015880 
Greece 08001 1921301 3 
Israel 8OOB41O102 
Luxembourg 08004952 
Portugal 0800811632 
Spain 908931007 
USA 80099W757 
Fa* +9494794035 


Denmark 80016132 
Germane 08008296660 
Indy 167875928 

J IVafatfomfs 08000220657 
Singapore 3001202501 
Switzerland 0800897233 
UR 0800988832 

enttil p^araxQaacSMLnet 


Forex Capital Management 

£tcB)i«nce In Regulated Cost j and Currency BmXcnqe 


TAMAN NEGARA. Malaysia ( AP) — On jungle trails 
canopied by trees and creepers deep inside Taman Negara, the 
ancient rain forest, nature-lovers are leaving behind more than 
their footprints. Water bottles, soda cans and chewing gum 
wrappers litter many of the popular trails inside Taman 
Negara, Malaysia’s largest national park and one of Southeast 
Asia's most popular eco-tourism destinations. 

Plastic garbage bags are festooned like tiny bunches of 
flowers to the mangroves along the Tembeling river. 

"The garbage problem has always been one of major 
concern/ ’ said Sabri Zain. a spokesman for Malaysia’s World 
Wide Fund for Nature. Most of the waste is not biodegradable, 
and it is too expensive to retrieve plastic to recycle it. 


Web Site Lists Tips for Fast Drivers 

BOSTON fAP) — Travelers in ihe United Slates trying to 
avoid speed traps can check a Web site called; spccdirup.cam. 
where motorists have posted details on thousands of speed 
traps around the country, including location, average fine, the 
type of car police use and the local scanner frequency. Some 
law enforcement officials applaud the site. 


Smoking will he banned on Kuwait Airways flights that 
are. two hours or less. The ban will start Nov. I and will be put 
into effect gradually. iaP) 


The L’.S. Embassy in Damascus will resume its full range 
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Forecast tor Thursday through Saturday, as provided by AccuWsather. Asia 
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North America Europe 

MHd in me northern and Coot across ihe British 
central Plains Thursday Isles with soma showers 
through Saiurttey with son- Thursday through Satui *. 
shine and temperatures day. Sonny and nice in 
averaging S-iQ degrees Rome and Athena Thurs- 
d&cve normal Stormy day and Friday: unsettled 
weather null move mtC The mother may return this 
West with rain and moun- weekend Some rain in 
ter snow. Some ram m the Turkey Thursday into Fri- 
Southeast Thursday will day. Wren drying c hit and 
coal it ofi Friday and Satur- mtfoerovai the weekend, 
day 


Asia 

Ram wB drench wees trom 
southeastern China north- 

want to Shanghai Thurs- 
day. Milder in Seoul and 
Tokyo, hut It will turn 
stormy Friday into Satur- 


day Maybe a shower in 
Bailing Thursday; 


. _ . . cooler 

and drier lor the end ot tee 
week. Hot and dry with 
femsnine in New Delhi 
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of consular services April 5. The operations were suspended 
for more than three months after hundreds of Syrian dem- 


Mlddie East 

acu Dnatx 
a«u 


onstrators attacked the U.S. and British embassies Dec. 19 to 
protest the two nations' air strikes on Iraq. (AP) 
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Diabetes Drug 



By John Schwartz 

WiL,hmgluii Post Sen irr 

■ WASHINGTON — When Jo Ann 
O tuners began taking her new dia- 
betes medicine, the drag suddenly 

* made it much easier for me 59-vear- 
~old to keep her blood sugar levels 

from rising dangerously high. But 

* soon the 'Kansas City, Missouri, 
woman began feeling nauseated and. 

-weak. 

Ms. Otimers finally stopped tak- 

* ing the drug after discovering on the 
Internet that it could cause rare but 
life-threatening- liver damage. But 
her health continued to decline, and 

1 6 months after she began taking the 

‘drug she was forced to undergo a 
’ liver transplant. She has since sued 
> Warner-Lambert, the company that 
' makes the drug, Rezulin. 

Warner-Lambert insists that 

* Rezulin is safe if patients are mou- 
- i to red closely. Nevertheless, be- 
■ cause of dozens of cases like Ms. 


Ottmers’s. the Food and Dnig Ad- 
ministration will consider this week 
whether regulation of its use should 
be tightened. Twenty-eight deaths 
nnrt seven liver transplants are be- 
lieved linked to the drug. 

The questions about Rezulin il- 
lustrate a larger debate that is raging 
over the safety of the medicines that 
millions of Americans take every 
day. Pressured by Congress, AIDS 
activists and drug companies in re- 
cent years, the historically cautious 
drug-safety agency is approving, 
more drugs than ever before, taking 

half the time to do it. . 

Consumer advocates, and even 
some of the agency’s own drug re- 
viewers, argue that the agency is 
putting lives at risk. Five drugs have 
been pulled off the market over die 
last two years — a record for such a 
short time — after dozens of deaths 
were linked to their use. 

The agency insists that its eval- 
uation processes are still -the world 


sumdardforsafety. "Ido not believe 
the standards have been lowered, 
said Murray Lumpkin, who heads 
■the agency’s drug safety programs. 
"There is no way that we will com- 
pletely eliminate the risk from the 
process. If we have drugs with no 
nsks. we will have no drugs.” 

The record number of drugs 
pulled off the market is. in fact, in 
tine with the historic 2 percent to 3 
nercent withdrawal rate for new 
drugs, said Kenneth Kairin, director 
of me Tufts University Center for 
the Study of Drug Development. 
With so many new medicines being 
approved. Mr. Kaitin said, the num- 
berof withdrawals is bound to climb 
as well. “We’re still not any dif- 
ferent and not any greater than we 
have been in the past," he said. 

But even if the. rate of problem 
drugs has not increased, drug safety 
experts say the increased pace of 
drug approvals means that more 
problem drugs are bound to make n 


onto the market. And they argue that 
more should be done to catch prob- 
lems quickly. . L 

"My concern isn t these dis- 
asters,” said Brian Strom, a pro- 
fessor of medicine at the University 
of Pennsylvania. "My concern is 
the disasters that are under way that 
we don’t know about. No one's 
minding the store." 

Critics point out that the drug- 
safety agency's lead reviewer ol 
Rezulin, John Gueriguian. opposed 
its approval and was removed from 


considerine the application. Mr 
Gueriguian said he found the com- 
pany's safetv testing inadequate and 
its claims of efficacy unconvincing. 
Even more, he said, his review ot 
animal studies and clinical tnnls. 
revealing rare signs of jaundice, 
signaled hidden dangers. 

The Food and Drug .Administra- 
tion said it does not remove re- 
viewers because of their positions 
on drugs, but would not elaborate on 


whv Mr. Gueriguian was removed- 
Warner-Lambert officials said Mr. 
Gueriguian used inappropriate lan- 
guage in criticizing the company 
!nd its application during meetings 
in September 1996. 

An affidavit by a Warner-Lam- 
bert official supplied to The Wash- 
ington Post by the company referred 
to a meeting in which Dr. 
Gueriguian removed a bonie or 
what appeared to be ^logne from 
his desk” and said that he had to 
pour it over the application _ be- 
cause it smelled ‘like garbage and 

excrement. 

As evidence mounted that some 
patients could be harmed or killed 
by the drug, the agency changed the 
labeling on the drug — not once but 
three times — to require more ex- 
tensive testing of patient liver func- 
tion. Since that time, confirmed re- 
ports of liver damage have dropped, 
but the agency continues to receive 
unconfirmed reports of damage. 


again. 
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Ke vorkian Opens Defense, 
Citing ‘Excusable Homicide 1 


By Edward Walsh 

Washington Posi Sen-ice 



- PONTIAC. Michigan — Jack 

- Kevorkian, the tireless advocate of 
‘assisted suicide who has helped 
-dozens of people die, has gone on 

trial for a fifth time here, but this 

- time for murder — the televised 

- death of a 52-year-old man to whom 
he gave lethal drugs. 

• The 70-year-old retired patholo- 

* gist who was authorized to conduct 
-his own defense, compared himself 

Monday to a state executioner or a 
soldier doing his duty. He asserted 
that what he did to end the life of 
Thomas Youk was "another form ot 

excusable homicide.” 

"Just like the executioner is ex- 
cused, the soldier is excused, in de- 
fense of your own life is excused, 
. this is excused.” Dr. Kevorkian said 


The trial reignited the emotional 
debate over assisted suicide that Dr. 
Kevorkian has provoked for years 
and it attracted spectators on both 
sides of the issue. Inside the Oak- 
land County Courthouse here in 
Pontiac, members of the Hemlock 
Society, which supports assisted 
suicide, mingled with members of 
Not Dead Yet. an organization tor 
the disabled that strongly opposes 

^D^Kevorkian acknowledged 
that he invited this high-risk pros- 
ecution as pari of his nine-year cru- 
sade for the legalization of phy- 
sician-assisted suicide, which is le- 
gal only in Oregon. His previous 
trials, on charges of assisting in a 
suicide, ended in three acquittals 

and a mistrial. . 

But in this case, he is charged 
with the murder of Mr. Youk, an 
Oakland County man who had 



Inan opening statement to the jury. 

Youk. Kevorki- wheelchair mumbling responses to 

- * ‘This case is about Jack Kevorki D p*evoikian’s questions. Another 
an's right to kill. 


scene shows a man with a needle 
searching for a vein on Mr. Youk s 
hand and then injecting him three 

The videotape appeared 
Dr. Kevorkian’s participation in Mr. 
Youk’s death significantly different 
from his description of his role in the 
deaths of more than 130 people 
since 1990. In the earlier cases. Dr. 
Kevorkian said that the people who 
sought his help took the final step 
themselves by releasing a lever on a 
crude “suicide machine he bum. 
.1 .u., t tii-tin a rhe flow of lethal 


Dr. Kevorkian, who has vowed io 
starve himself to death if im- 
prisoned, has appeared eager for an- 
other iriaL even on the more serious 

murder charge, which carries a man- 
datory sentence of life in pnson. f 
"I've got to force them to act. 
he told a “60 Minutes” correspon- 
dent, Mike Wallace, in explaining 
why he made the videotape public. 

Speaking confidently m a firm 
voice. Dr. Kevorkian said in court 
Monday that he gave the videotape 
to the television program so that he 
could "get into this forum — where 


Away From 
Politics 

•The two-star admiral in 
charge of the VS. Navy’s air 
forces in the Mediterranean was for- 
mally relieved of his duties after an 
investigation found that he had an 
adulierous affair with a civilian and 
then lied about it to investigators. 
The officer. Rear Admiral Paul 
Semko, received a punitive letter ot 
reprimand for violating ^jcle l3. 
of the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice, which prohibits ‘'conduct 
unbecoming an officer. tNin 

•Medicare has paid about $50 
million in the last seven years to 
Christian Science facilities that 
treat sick people with prayer instead 
of traditional medicine, and critics 
are challenging those payments in 
federal court as an unconstitutional 
government endorsement of fu- 
sion. (wr 


Ignoring Abuse of the Elderly 

oWtut the abusi' 


complaints about S ubsiandard care. studies at the 

r&’SssBsssi®"" 

supervise or monitor the states, wnn.n « v 

idents testified at a hearing of the Senate *peci 

3 SksssS 55 s 3 

deficiencies often violate the law . 
said. 

Gore to CAW: ‘We Need to Talk ’ 

p.cc MOTNES Iowa — Vice President Al Gpre 
fended the Clinton administration’s trade policy 
labor activists who warned him they were no 

“u”hy I'mhere,” Mr. Gore sold. "We need 

10 The vice president anended a conference oftbeUnited 

the North American Free Trade Agreement 
fought hard by labor but pushedbyMr. Chnton. 

•^We are of the opinion that N A ?7 A f . d h 0 *! , h ° UA w 
Dave Neil leader of the Iowa branch of the UAW. 
‘“vwe tave no.“greed with yon on every issue. . Mr- 
Gore said. "You are keenly aware of that. 1 am keenly 

aV B^M? , ‘cUnion's and Mr. Gore’s relations with 
org^zeS lalir have been cool, and the meeting un- 

d %°^.“ion. keep on looking " said Mr. 
Gore. “If you want someone who agrees with y 
percent of the time, keep on looking. 


the auditors 

(NYT) 


• A bodv found In the trunk of a 
burned-wit rental car .has been 
identified by the police in Miwok 
Village, California, as that off 4-- 
y ear-old Carole Sund, who disap- 
peared last month near Yosemite 
National Park. But they have been 
unable to identify a second body in 
the car and appeared to be no closer 
to solving the mystery of what 
happened to Mrs. Sund, her 1 - -y ea fj 
olddaughter Julie and 16-year-old 
Silvina Pelosso, a visiting exchange 
student from Argentina. Both young 
women are missing. iKmicrsi 


A Great Location 
for Business Travellers 
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Simply calling home can help you embark 
on another journey. Of course, that's only if 
you use the MCI WorldCom Card, the only 
card that lets you earn five frequent flier miles 
for every dollar you spend * Using the card 
also gives you access to operators who speak 
your language and the low rates you’ve come 
to expect from MCI WorldCom. So, enjoy 
your stay, and use your card to call home and 

other countries. 

To sign up, or to get additional access 

codes, visit us at www.mci.com/worldphone 

or ask your MCI WorldCom operator to make 
a collect call to 1 - 410 - 314 - 2938 . 
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ASIA/PACIFIC 


A Japanese Manager Commits Hara-Kiri Over Company Downsizing 


sionary economy, Few workers vent their frus- 
trations by taking their own lives, and Mr, 
Nonaka. who leaves a wife and rwo grown 
daughters, is certainly an extreme case. But his 
suicide underscores the psychological distress 


Q „ C L„,t sionary economy, rcw wi 

B y Ste^l WuDmrn rations bv Hieing dieir 

Nn V Norata. who terns a , 

TOKYO — In a chilling protest that unsettled daughters, is certainly an 
workers around the country, a disgruntled em- suicide underscores the £ 
ployee at a major Japanese company denounced that workers, managers an 
the process of corporate restructuring on T uesday Japan are undergoing as ti 
and then committed ritual suicide by stabbing revive and restructure its e 
himself in the stomach. “It's a kind of perform: 

Moments before he slashed his stomach with a lshikawa. a professor of 
14-inch fish-slicing knife, Masaharu Nonaka, a Seijo University in Tokyo. 
58-year-old manager in a business suit, had been of the company policy of 
in heated talks with the president of Bridgestone it’s a rather rare case in co 
Corp., one crfihe world's largest tire makers, over In modern Japan, hara 
retirement and personnel practices. strictly the stuff of Kab 


war, committed seppuku, billing his wife along 
with hint, to follow his emperor to the death. He 
now is commemorated ar a shrine in his own 
name, the Nogi Shrine, in central Tokyo. 


Kaizaki, Bridgestone's president, Mr. Nonaka 
had submitted a letter of complaint about the 
company's policy on retirement and resignation 
at the affiliate, Bridgestone Sports Co., according 
to a police spokesman. Suddenly Mr. Nonaka 


sincere and serious, was two years short of retiring 
Sports. He had no record Of 
prior disturbance, and Osarau Tezuta, * 
man at the affiliate, insisted the company had no 
{mention of forcing him into e^ly recent. But 


pay was cue, auu u* 

YomiutiShimbun,ai 


Bridgestone Corp. 


1993, the company has 
more than 2.000 em- 


Mr. Nonaka, who was a manager at Bridgestone Nonaka's violent suicide is not the sign of a grisly chologically violent novels, as well as an ob- poLice officers med to dissuade Mr. NonaKairom , " j /o00 currently. 

til 1992, was currently working at one of the trend. But in a tradition that stretches back cen- session with death in his later years. After his doing anything rash. But Mr. Nonaka suddenly pioygss, - ♦wjnjted at his early 

mpany's affiliates, and had been asked to step tunes. »PP“^ “"‘■“SP “SIS***! 


company s actuates ana naa oeen asuea to step nines, seppuitu. or muju amsmouweiiTiciu. was iaucu auempi io wmi iwmw ui u». umiuuy 
down as a manager in charge of purchasing golf part of a rigid code under which samurai warriors post, he took a traditional sword and cut his 
equipment, according to Japanese news reports. killed themselves to avoid disgrace, dishonor and stomach diagonally. An aide beheaded him in the 
His discontent over personnel matters strikes a the indignity of defeat. next moment 

deep chord in Japan, which is suffering from When the Meiji Emperor died in 191 2, General On Tuesday, in a discussion that lasted about 

record levels of unemployment and a reces- Maresuke Nogi. a hero in the Russian-Japanese an hour in the executive offices with Yoichiro 


stomach diagonally. An aide beheaded him in the 
next moment 

On Tuesday, in a discussion that lasted about 
an hour in the executive offices with Yoichiro 


a nearby hospital. He died later in the afternoon. 

Mr. Nonaka, whom officials at both Bridge- 
stone and its affiliate described as “normal,” 


condition of anonymity. "He recetveo 

pay, but he also hnri an opinion about retirement 

pay from Bridgestone Sports Company. 


Jakarta Sends 
More Forces 
To End Strife 
In Borneo 


C- nf’t/n/ In' Our Staff Fnm Oaptirrbn 

SINGKAWANG. Indonesia — 
About 1,000 military and police re- 
inforcements were flown Tuesday to 
Indonesian Borneo to help end ethnic 
violence that has claimed more than 200 
lives and provoked an exodus of 
refugees. 

The troops left Jakarta for Pontianak, 
the main city of West Kalimantan, on 
board five Hercules aircraft. 

Lieutenant General Sugiono, die 
chief of general staff, said die military 
had been concentrated in towns and 
areas where refugees sought safety or 
were awaiting evacuation. 

Soldiers are outnumbered and have 
no control in dozens of villages where 
indigenous Dayak and Malay men 
patrol on motorcycles and in trucks. 
With the reinforcements, there are now 
about 3.000 troops in Sambas district, 
where about 900.000 people live. 

The violence that erupted in the 
Sambas district on March 15 initially 
pitted settlers from the' island of 
Madura, who make up about 10 percent 
of the population, against the ethnic 
Malay community. The Malays were 
later joined by the Dayak tribes. Thou- 
sands have fled. 

On Tuesday, soldiers fired volleys of 
gunshots in the air to disperse a mob 
aimed with spears, swords and crudely 
made guns. Hundreds of ethnic Dayak 
men in the village of Sirapang 
Monterado had demanded that the troops 
hand over immigrants from Madura. But 
the soldiers drove off in a convoy of 
trucks with a dozen Madurese sheltered 
beneath a tarpaulin. There were no re- 
ports of casualties. f AFP. AP ) 

■ Timorese Rights- Watch 

Indonesia has fotmed a 30-member 
independent body to monitor human 
rights in Hast Timor before a vote in 
July that could lead to independence, 
Reuters reported Tuesday, citing a re- 
port by the official Indonesian press 
agency, Aniara. 

“This team aims to unite all East 
Timorese so they can choose the two 
options freely without human rights 
violations in the ballot process," Clem- 
entino Dos Reis Amaral, secretary- 
general of the National Commission on 
Human Rights, said. 


North Korea Frees Son of Its Envoy to Thailand 
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Indonesian forces boarding a military plane Tuesday 
in Jakarta, bound for West Kalimantan Province. 


The Associuinl Press 

BANGKOK — The son of a North Korean 
diplomat kidnapped by bis countrymen two 
weeks ago was need Tuesday. 

The case of Hong Won Myung has strained 
relations with Pyongyang almost to the break- 
ing point, with Thai officials upset that North 
Korean diplomats were involved in a kidnap- 
ping on Thai soil and then were reluctant to free 
die youth even after admitting that they were 
holding him. 

Mr. Hong, 19, said at a news conference at the 
Thai Foreign Ministry that he bad been created 
well during his detention in a house outside 
Bangkok, and he expressed a wish to return to 
his homeland. 

Looking relaxed and healthy, he expressed 
no rancor against his kidnappers, and he de- 
fended his rather, whom his embassy has ac- 
cused of embezzling funds. 

Foreign Minister Surin Pitsuwan said earlier 
Tuesday that Thailand would expel six North 
Korean diplomats suspected of having taken 
part in the Iridn^ping. 

Mr. Hong, his father, Hong Sun Gyong. a 
former commercial counselor at the North 
Korean Embassy in Bangkok, and mother were 
abducted earlier this month. The parents es- 
caped March 9. 

The Hong family had disappeared several 


weeks before the abduction, after the North 
Korean Embassy accused the elder Hong of 
embezzling millions of dollars his government 
had allocated to pay Thailand for rice. No 
evidence has surfaced to back up the alle- 
gation. 

■ U.S. Pledges Tons of New Food Aid 

The United States announced 200.000 tons of 
new food aid to North Korea, Less chan a week 
after Pyongyang agreed to allow U.S. inspections 
of a suspected nuclear weapons site, Agence 
France-Presse reported from Washington. 

The UN World Food Program will receive 
100,000 tons of U.S. com and corn-soya blend 
valued at $35 million, officials said, while U.S. 
private aid groups will deliver the remaining 
100,000 tons asjpart of a food-for-work project 

The latter shipment, part of a pilot aid pro- 
gram for growing potatoes, marks the first time 
Washington has given direct aid to North Ko- 
rea, officials said. 

Following an expected new appeal by the UN 
food program for North Korea in late June, a 
senior U.S. official who asked not to be iden- 
tified. said, “We will consider additional 
aid." 

The United State has maintained a complete 
trade embargo on North Korea since the out- 
break of the Korean War in 1950, and the two 


countries still do not have diplomatic rela- 
tions. 

The potato project will cover two crop years 
with an initial planting of American and 

Chinese potato seeds at up to 20 sites, the senior fa 
official said. . . M ^ 

“We continue to believe the famine in North 
Korea is a major disaster, with perhaps the 
greatest loss of life of any humanitarian emer- 
gency this decade," the official said. 

Agricultural production this year in North 
Korea is expected to fall more than 1.5 million 
tons below the country’s minimum require- 
ment, he added. 

A consortium of U.S. private voluntary or- 
ganizations, which have not yet been identified, 
will supply the seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, and 
fungicides at a total cost of $2 million. 

U.S. aid workers will also monitor food dis- 
tribution to North Koreans working on the 
potato project, which will target three provinces 
in the country’s hard-hit northeast: North 
Hamgyong, South Hamgyong, and Ryangang. 

Americans have participated in such mon- 
itoring activities in North Korea previously, bat 
only under WFP auspices, the official said. . 

A U.S. team will visit Pyongyang in April to 
finaliz e details of the project, the official said. 

“and if everything goes well we hope to be 
planting by May. ’ ’ IwP 


Top Hong Kong Aide 
Will Remain in Post 

hiieniuilviujf HerutJ Tribune 

HONG KONG — Anson Chan, the top civil 
servant in Hong Kong and the most potent 
symbol of continuity in the handover from 
Britain to China, will remain in her post past 
retirement age until 2002, the territory’s chief 
executive announced Tuesday. 

Mrs. Chan, who had been the second-rank- 
ing official under the last British governor. 
Chris Patten, reportedly felt isolated and ig- 
nored when she continued as chief secretary 
under the chief executive appointed by China, 
Tung Chee-hwa. 

Her close working relationship with Mr. 
Patten, whose reforms angered the govern- 
ment in Beijing, also led analysts to doubt (hat 
the new leadership in Hong Kong would put as 
much trust in her as Mr. Patten did. 

Since the handover in July 1997. there have 
been reports of Mrs. Chan's frustration over 
Mr. Tung’s tendency to rely on personal ap- 
pointees for advice, rather than on public of- 
ficials. Hong Kong had been full of rumors that 
Mrs. Chan would bow out this year after she 
reached the mandatory retirement age of 60. 

But instead of retiring and despite being 
blamed in an inquiry this year for the botched 
opening of Hong Kong’s airport last June, 
Mrs. Chan was persuaded to stay on. Mrs. 
Chan and Mr. Tung admitted Tuesday they did 
not always agree, although both insisted their 
working relationship was excellent. 


BRIEFLY 


Fellowship Ends in Flames 

Cross in Indian Village Sets Off Religions Conflict 


By Celia W. Dugger 

Aim- York Times Sen ice 

RAN ALAI, India — The Christian set- 
tlement in this village, until this month a 
thriving community of 1 ,200 Baptists, is now 
a smoldering ruin. 

Women stumble through jagged remains of 
mud walls and step over charred beams, beat- 
ing their chests, sifting the ashes through their 
fingers and crying out in sorrow for the homes 
they have lost. 

Christians have lived in Orissa state since 
the 1930s. and by all accounts it was a place 
where they and their less numerous Hindu 
neighbors lived in harmony. 

On Christmas, Hindus came to the modest, 
tin-roofed Baptist church bearing gifts. And 
each year the Christians hiked up Kharam Hill 
to apply fresh paint to a big white cross on a 
giant boulder. 

“The cross had been there since before I 
was bora," said K.S. Surya. a school principal 
who is Christian. 

It was this public symbol of their faith that 
was the source of the conflict that led to the 
destruction of their community. 

The Christians in Ranalai say local members 
of the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party, 
which leads a national coalition government, 
used (he symbol to stir up animosities. 

But Bharat Paik, president of the parly in 
the Gajapati district, accuses the Christians of 
burning down their own houses. His charge is 
the same one made by Hindu nationalists in 
Gujarat, in the west, who accused Christians 
of burning down their own prayer hails. 

The dispute began on the night of March 8. 
Someone climbed Kharam Hill with a bucket 
of whitewash and turned the Christian cross 
into a trident, symbol of the Hindu god Shiva, 
by punting a horn on each end of the ho- 
rizontal bar. 

The next day village elders formed a peace 
committee of six Christians and six Hindus to 
resolve the problem. They met under a mango 


tree in front of the small schoolhouse and 
agreed they would let the cross be slowly 
cleaned by rain. The Christians would no 
longer give it a fresh coat of whitewash. 

But the morning of March 13, villagers 
awoke to find chat someone had washed away 
the horns ihai had made the cross a trident. 

Tensions festered for two days. Then on 
March 15. Christians called the local police to 
report the problem. Three police officials 
came to the village and another peace com- 
mittee meeting was held. 

This time the Christians, who number about 
200 to 250 households, and the Hindus, who 
total about 50 households, agreed that Hindus 
would whitewash the boulder, obliterating 
both symbols. 

But. the police say. someone later threw a 
rock that hit a Hindu on the forehead. Rumors 
of an attack began to spread 

Sanjeev Marik, the divisional police chief, 
said events cascaded out of control. The 
Christians say they believe what happened 
next was planned. 

Rocks began to fly. People were screaming. 
Some Hindus pulled out homemade guns and 
shot three Christians in their legs. 

Drown by the hullabaloo, Hindus from 
nearby villages began converging on 
Ranalai. 

Kamison Karado, a Christian villager, said 
he saw Hindus pouring gasoline on the 
thatched rooftops of Christian homes, then 
throwing matches. 

The Christians fled to a field, where they 
watched their community go up in flames. Not 
a single one of their homes was left un- 
touched 

In the Hindu part of the village, the homes 
were untouched. 

The police have arrested more than 40 
people suspected of involvement in the at- 
tacks, most of them Hindus. None of the 
Hindu villagers would give their names or 
talk. One said only: “We did not bum their 
houses. We do not know who did iL“ 


Hong Kong Court Ends 
Ban on Flag Defacement 

HONG KONG — In a blow to the government. 
Hong Kong’s Coun of Appeal ruled Tuesday that a 
ban on the defacement of Chinese and Hong Kong 
flags was unconstitutional. 

In quashing a conviction of two men for having 
desecrated the national and territory flags last year, 
the court said the flag law was not necessaiy for 
maintaining public order. 

The government said it would appeal the ruling 
to the highest court, the Court of Final AppeaMPJ 

China Firm, on Spratlys 

MANILA — China stood firm Tuesday over 
what it claims as a 2,000-year-old stake in the 
Spratly Islands and will not dismantle concrete 


Stop Jailing 
Dissidents, 
China Is Told 


Aitencc France-Pretsc 

GENEVA — Germany, on behalf 
of the European Union, warned 
China on Tuesday that the impris- 
onment of dissidents was unaccept- 
able and called for concrete improve- 
ments in human rights. 

* 'The action taken against political 
dissidents in China has placed a great 
strain on the Europ^-Chinese dia- 
logue on human rights." Joschka 
Fischer, the German foreign min- 
ister, told the UN Human Rights 
Commission in Geneva. 

"We regard the very severe sen- 
tences imposed upon civil rights ac- 
tivists as unacceptable." he said on 
the second day of the annual com- 
mission session. 

Germany currently holds the six- 
month presidency of the European 
Union. 

ELI foreign ministers in Brussels 
decided Monday against proposing a 
resolution condemning Chinese hu- 
man rights abuses at the commission, 
which has begun a six-week session. . 

The move was a setback for in- 
ternational rights agencies, who have 
urged both the European Union and 
the United States to take a stronger 
line with China in the wake of its 
crackdown on political activists. 

The EU’s rationale is that con- 
frontation had failed to produce pro- 
gress — resolutions have never suc- 
ceeded in passing in Geneva — and 
that it would be more fruitful to press 
ahead with dialogue aimed at se- 
curing real reforms. 

“The EU is willing to engage in a 
more effective and focused dialogue 
on human rights and to continue its 
cooperation with program in support 
of this process," Mr. Fischer said. 

■ Italians Raise Vatican Issue 

Italian leaders on Tuesday pressed 
President Jiang Zemin of China to 
open talks with the Vatican, urging 
an end to a diplomatic standoff over 
Taiwan and religious rights. The As- 
sociated Press reported from Rome. 


structures it built on- a reef also claimed by the 
Philippines. 

The assistant foreign minister of China. Wang 
Yi. also said Beijing had never offered "joint use ’ ' 
of the facilities on Mischief Reef to the Philippines. 
4 ‘We don’t intend to use that term because we think 
it is not accurate," he said at the end of a two-day 
meeting with Philippine officials meant to ease 
tension over the South China Sea islands. 

The islands, which straddle one of the busiest 
sea-lanes in the world, are believed to be rich in oil 
and mineral resources. (AP) 

Malaysia Kills More Pigs 

CHUAH, Malaysia — Additional troops were 
dispatched Tuesday to shoot more than 300,000 
pigs in a bid to stop the spread of Japanese en- 
cephalitis. Fifty-six people have died and dozens 
have been hospitalized following an outbreak of the 
virus, which is latent in infected pigs. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Witnesses said the police closed off the main 
road leading to the region, about 100 kilometers (60 
miles) south of Kuala Lumpur in Negri Sembilan 
state, and blocked media from entering the area. 

(Reuters) 

Pakistan Displays Missile 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Pakistan on Tues- I 
day publicly displayed for the first time a nuclear- 
capable ballistic missile and vowed to “smash 
every dirty eye cast toward our sacred land." 

The country’s ground-to-ground Ghauri missile, 
a medium-range weapon test-fired in April last 
year, was part of a Pakistan Day parade watched by 
President Mohammad Rafiq Tatar, Prime Minister 
Mohammad Nawaz Sharif and military chiefs. 

Pakistan should not ignore its defense and se- p, ; 
curity while “an enemy is sitting on our borders »' , 
ready to pounce,” Mr. Tarar said - in a speech. 

(Reuters; 


m i 



Jiang Zemin, center, in Rome on Tuesday before traveling to Milan. 


Rome’s mayor raised the matter 
directly, and publicly, with die 
Chinese leader, appealing to .Mr. 
Jiang to respond to an overture by 
Roman Catholic Church leaders. 

“For us, it would be wonderful 
news to receive a simple signal of 
willingness to dialogue in this area,” 
Mayor Francesco Rutelli said, 
adding that it could lead to resolution 
of the question of religious liberties 
in China. 

Mr. Jiang, sitting next to Mr. Ru- 
telli at a reception at City Hall, 
listened, but made no response. 


Prime Minister Massimo D’Alema 
made the same appeal Monday in an 
interview in an Italian newspaper. 

The Vatican and China have no 
formal relations. Catholics accuse 
China of jailing, harassing and oth- 
erwise persecuting those who wor- 
ship outside the state-sanctioned Pa- 
triotic Church. 

Before arriving, Mr. Jiang said 
normal relations were possible only 
if the Vatican severed ties with Tai- 
wan and ceased what he called in- 
terference on -the “pretext of reli- 
gion.” 


BRIEFLY 


Russian Jets Found 
In Transit at Baku 

BAKU, Azerbaijan — This 
Caucasian republic has detained a 
Russian cargo plane carrying six 
MiG fighters that may have been 
destined for Yugoslavia, news re- 
ports said Tuesday. 

The Antonov- 124 cargo plane ar- 
rived in Azerbaijan's capital last 
Thursday for refueling, according to 
the Turan news agency. 

But customs agents prevented the 
plane from leaving after finding the 
fighters and other military equip- 
ment, along with 30 pilots and tech- 
nicians, the report said. (AP) 

Squatters Occupy 
Land in Ifenezuela 

CARACAS — About 15,000 
families have seized 5,000 acres 
(2,000 hectares.) of vacant land in 
one of Venezuela’s largest squatter 
invasions, the government said 
Monday. 

A nationwide wave of invasions 
began after Hugo Chavez, leader of 
a failed 1992 coup attempt and a 
champion of the rights of the poor, 
was sworn in as the Venezuelan 
president on Feb. 2. 

Mr. Chavez has refused to call in 
the National Guard to evict the 
squatters as demanded by state gov- 
ernors and businessmen. (AP) 

Mexico Eliminates 
The. 3-Hour Lunch 

MEXICO CITY — The Mexican 
government is officially abolishing 
the three-hour lunch. Be ginn ing 
April 1 , government employees will 1 
have only a one-hour lunch break. 

* What we are doing is modern- 
izing, becoming more efficient,” 
said Marcos Provencio, spokesman 
for the Treasury Department. (WP) 


"1 • 





INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24. 1999 



JAGUAR 


| LINCOLN 


Takes your breath away 


Announcing Our Premier Automotive Group. 

ft makes sense, really. As we continue our commitment to 
become the world’s leading consumer company for automotive 
products and services, our newly created Premier Automotive 
Group was a logical step. Grouping these legendary brands 
together allows us to leverage their unique strengths, while 
preserving their individual values and characteristics. This not 
only lets us grow these premium brands, but in turn, it sets a 
new standard in terms of providing the care, service and mean- 
ingful relationship every customer deserves. Both now, and in 
the future. 


Volvo participation after regulatory approval. 






DERIV ATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 1999 


mm 


- Tv 




^ v- ■ r/k. 

W» : : .'.v 

•.:* ■'.. ■■* .:' ■ • v, p‘. ' : . ! .\S 

' ■ 'j '■■■■'.■■■ '• ,/'• ••”■ y ■' j! 
' .. s i" ^ _■ '■'■ •'*, ^ s ” _ >■„ ^ 

.V f: ; •’ 

' V 1 ' < s r» " v i : : ' vK '* ■ J 
«>>&:• i* - . .v .!■•?'- -.7" .#K.’ 4 1 C J 

*i - •. O-rsj.'.i'A 

t'fcV ' / 

■• •'•' ‘ "i. 




■i?! 


^nkwvokk 


V 


g— JI1 M 
■Bev-Vi V;.':? fe IV ^ 

ViJftiv- v ' »-** 




/# 


Global markets, global communications, global technologies... the trend seems to be to 

globalize pretty well everything. 

So how on earth do you keep on top of daily developments? Through the 

global eyes of the International Herald Tribune. 


THE WORLD’S DAILY NEWSPAPER 
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Pressure on Schroeder 
F or Sweeping Changes 

Business Chiefs Demand Economic Reforms 


By William Drozdiak 

Wjshinghvt Post Service 


BERLIN — a delegation of leading 
execuuves marched into Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder’s office early this 
month to deliver a message that un- 
derscores just how rapidly Germany, 
with the world's third-largest economy, 
is becoming the sick man of Europe. 

The executives bluntly informed Mr. 
Schroeder that business confidence had 
plummeted to new lows in the five 
months since he came to power. Export 
orders were shrinking as markets in 
Asia. Russia and Latin America slid 
deeper into recession. Contraction of the 
German economy promised further lay- 
offs at a time when 4.5 millioa people, 
1 1 percent of die labor force, were 
already out of work. 

Then Henning Schulte-Noelle, the 
chief executive of the Allianz insurance 
group, jolted the new German leader by 
announcing that his company might 
soon be driven from Germany by ex- 
cessive taxes and labor, costs. His warn- 
ing was backed by 20 other business 
leaders, including those of such compa- 
nies as Siemens and Lufthansa, who 
declared that their companies could not 
remain in Germany and survive the com- 
petitive pressures of globalization. 

The confrontation fed Mr. Schroeder 
to ser in motion a series of decisions fhar 
culminated in the resignation March 1 1 
of his left- leaning finance minister, Os- 
kar Lafoncaine. But having banished his 
arch-rival and promised more pro-busi- 
ness policies from his ruling coalition of 
Social Democrats and environmentalist 
Greens. Mr. Schroeder is still facing 
what some economists fear could be- 
come a steep slide into recession for 
Germany and the entire continent. 

Thomas Mayer, the managing director 
in Frankfurt for the investment bank 
Goldman, Sachs & Co., said; “This is 
really the moment of truth. Globalization 
has brought one shock after another. Yet 
Germany has refused to adapt." 

“A new generation of business lead- 
ers in Germany is demanding nothing 
short of a revolution,” Mr. Mayer ad- 
ded, "and the government will have to 
respond or companies will flee and the 
economy will gradually sink. ’ ’ 

The economic challenge has com- 
pounded mounting social and political 
tensions in this nation of 80 million. 
With frustrations rising as prosperity 
ebbs — the economy contracted by 1.6 
percent in the fourth quarter — the gov- 
ernment's attempts to make it easier for 
Germany’s 7.3 million foreign residents 


to become citizens has inflamed con- 
troversy over whether Germany should 
embrace multicultural ism or maintain its 
traditional Teutonic identity. 

This new era of limits has also strained 
relations with die European Union. Ger- 
many's demands to curtail payments that 
subsidize French and Spanish farmers 
are likely to provoke a major showdown 
at the summit of the 15 EU leaders that 
opens Wednesday in Berlin. 

During his election campaign. Mr. 
Schroeder enthralled voters by prom- 
ising to create new jobs while preserving 
the generous social welfare network 
Now he is confronting the grim reality 
chat he cannot deliver on both promises. 

The German malaise is rooted in a 
welfare state that has become so elab- 
orate and expensive that enterprises say 
they can no longer afford to hire new 
workers. Average wage costs are now 
running close to $30 an hour, far out- 
stripping those in the United States. As a 
result, the country has lost nearly 1 mil- 
lion jobs since 1995 as Siemens. 
DaimleiChrysIer and Volkswagen shif- 
ted more of their operations abroad. 

The steady erosion of jobs has only 
multiplied the burdens on the welfare 
state: Tax revenue (hops as joblessness 
spreads, yet tax rates must be raised to 
support the increasing cost of unem- 
ployment benefits. The drain on the 
treasury has become so great that econ- 
omists estimate the cost of unemploy- 
ment payments to exceed more than 
$100 billion a year. 

Many problems can be traced to the 
lopsided economic boom triggered when 
1 8 million East Gentians were absorbed 
into the Federal Republic and allowed to 
trade in their worthless currency on a 
one-to-one basis for Deutsche marks. 

As a Social Democrat whose ewe con- 
stituencies still believe in a strong statist 
economy, Mr. Schroeder is facing an al- 
most impossible cask in trying to persuade 
them to cut wage demands and benefits to 
restore Germany's competitiveness. 

Mr. Schroeder planned to revive the 
economy by cutting taxes and raising 
family allowances to stimulate con- 
sumer demand. He hoped to compensate 
for the loss in revenue by closing tax 
loopholes. But that only triggered a re- 
volt by businesses, which claimed the 
tax reform would cost them $20 billion. 

Kurt Biedenkopf, the governor of the 
state of Saxony, said: “Now we will find 
out if we still have enough courage to 
reduce our dependence on the state and 
r ake, advantage of the freedom and the 
opportunities offered by this global eco- 
nomic challenge." 



BRIEFLY 




STRAW VOTE — French riot police officers being blasted with straw blown from agricultural machines near 
Lille on Tuesday as farmers, protesting European agricultural policies, staged nationwide demonstrations. 

Besieged Dumas Takes Leave 
To Fight Corruption Charges 


By Charles Truehean 

Hi/iA/n.c/i 'ii Post Seri h t 


PARIS — Roland Dumas, France's 
highest ranking judicial official, bowed 
to intense pressure Tuesday and vacated 
the bench to fight a new wave of cor- 
ruption charges. 

Mr. Dumas, head of the Constitu- 
tional Court, said that he would take a 
leave of absence to combat “a campaign 
of calumnies” and prove his inno- 
cence. 

The daily Le Monde reported Tues- 
day that his advisers and fellow judges 
had urged him to put the "image" and 
“dignity” of the supreme court of the 
land ahead of his mounting personal 
problems. 

A former foreign minister under Pres- 
ident Francois Mitterrand, Mr. Dumas. 
76. has remained defiantly on the bench 
since he was placed under formal ju- 
dicial investigation 18 months ago. 

Two French investigating magistrates 
are examining evidence that while for- 
eign minister a decade ago he look more 
than $10 million in gratuities from the 
then state-owned oil giant Elf Aquitaine 
SA. 


Inquiry on EU Corruption Is Extended 


By Barry James 

ImernuiwMl Herald Tribune 


BRUSSELS — The European Par- 
liament voted Tuesday to prolong and 
enlarge ah investigation of the Euro- 
pean Commission on charges of cor- 
ruption and called on government lead- 
ers to elect a new president for the 
commission as soon as possible. 

The vote was an effort to add fresh 
responsibilities to the European Union 
summit meeting starting in Berlin on 
Wednesday. The meeting already has a 
huge agenda in dealing with reform of 
the European Union's finances and in 
handling the rapidly evolving Kosovo 
crisis between the Serbs and ethnic 
Albanians. 

All 20 members of the commission, 
the EU’s executive body, resigned a 
week ago in the wake of a highly 
damaging report by a group of in- 
dependent experts set up by Parliament 
to investigate corruption, fraud and 
nepotism in the executive body. 

The report said that while no com- 
missioners had been personally en- 
riched, they were collectively respon- 
sible for mismanagement, loss of polit- 
ical control and lack of responsibility. 

The Parliament voted Tuesday by an 
overw helming majority — 442 in favor 
and 33 against — to extend the man- 
date of the committee of independent 


experts to embrace “a more wide- 
ranging review of the commission's 
culture, practices and procedures.” 

It said that a report to be completed 
in September should look into how the 
commission awards contracts and hires 
interim or temporary staff members to 
implement programs — areas where 
the report last week identified alleged 
corruption, fraud and cronyism. The 
Parliament demanded an “ambitious 
and thoroughgoing” reform of the 
commission’s financial management. 

The present commission, headed by 
Jacques Samer, is remaining in a tech- 
nical capacity, contributing technical 

A large majority of the 
European Parliament 
voted to prolong the 
investigation. 

advice to the Berlin summit meeting 
but not proposing initiatives. 

The Parliament made it clear that it 
wants to get rid of Mr. Santer as soon as 
possible, along with the French com- 
missioner, Edith Cresson, who gave a 
dentist friend a contract for what the 
investigating committee said was 
worthless scientific work. 

In a resolution, it called on the EU 


leaders to name a replacement for Mr. 
Santer urgently and to present a "pre- 
cise and reasonable” calendar for deal- 
ing with the appointment of a new 
commission. 

An interim executive could be in 
jjLace in lime for parliamentary con- 
tinuation hearings in May if EU lead- 
ers act quickly. 

But forming a commission is a del- 
icate balancing act. Some of the mem- 
bers of the present commission could 
come back in an interim capacity, par- 
ticularly those with highly technical 
portfolios like Sir Leon Brittan, who is 
in charge of increasingly complex and 
contentious U.S. trade negotiations. 

Governments alone are responsible 
for naming a president and individual 
members of the commission. 

But the Parliament has the right to 
vero the president and reject the entire 
commission, but not individual mem- 
bers, at a confirmation hearing. 

Members of Parliament are demand- 
ing separate confirmations for an in- 
terim commission now and for a per- 
manent commission later after the elec- 
tion of a new assembly in June. 

Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer of 
Germany told Parliament on Monday 
that his government, which holds the 
EU presidency, would push hard for 
the nomination of a commission pres- 
ident at the Berlin meeting. 


CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

i London Fog. 

e.g. 

s Multigenera- 
fi&naJ story 
9 Betray, w a way 

14 Up to the task 

15 Zippo 

16 Play hard to get 

17 Sage lands? 

19 Torments 

20 Barfly's roost 
pertiaps 

21 . . blackbirds, 

baked In * 

23 Professional 
suffix 


24 Do a 

post-taundryiob 

27 Poet St 

Vincent Miflay 
29 Joe's lands? 

34 demots 

(pun) 

35 Feds 

38 Looked with 

.desire 

38 Makes a scene? 
40 Largest 

Comhusker city 

42 Have on 

43 Hotel Bible 

43 Peewee people 

47 One of the 'Lrnfe 
Women" 

48 Dieters' lands? 


Solution to Puzzle of March 23 


Banns aaan assn 
B0B0D DF300 SQQg 
onnBianamannnanB 
aacjQS saaaa 

QQ0CIB USB 
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51 Last name In 
enjefty 

52 Took note of 

53 Pal. rapper-style 
stt Spot in the 

Senate 

58 Arab emirate 
S3 Sfy character 
6« Bad lands? 

67 Sticker in the 
winter 

68 Superior’s 
inferior 

69 Gold medal st 
Lipinski 

70 insinuate 

71 Dummy 

72 Command to a 
boxer 

DOWN 

1 Crow ceils . 

2 Parting words 

3 Phis 

4 Make mad 

5 Env. stutter 

8 Hole number 

7 Inspiration 

8 Comics ghost 

9 Money coming 
in 

« Anaem greeting 
ii I: has a 
prominent hom 
i* Words from 
Wordsworth 
13 Catbird seat? 


is On high 
22 Star worship 
2s Stand buy 
26 Consular 

28 Once again 

29 Mr. Rhodes of 
Rhodes 
scholarships 

30 Better 

31 Biters 

32 Hate the thought 
of 

33 Taflor's joints 

34 Bender 
37 Like some 

humor 

3» Uses a Sugar 
41 Crossed fingers 
symbofeeil 
44 Somewhat 
46 like rye. usually 
49 Kidded around 
so Full-price payers 
53 Sailor's stir 
54Ga»op 
55 Forget about 

57 Dangerous 
charger 

59 Go sailing 

60 Gileite product 

ei Bril's interjection 

63 Emmy winner 
Arthur 
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Their broad suspicion is that those 
alleged payments persuaded Mr. Dumas 
to back the 1991 sale of six French 
frigates to Taiwan in I99J . vessels built 
by another huge French company with 
close ties to the state. TTiomson-CSF. 

Mr. Dumas insisted again Tuesday he 
was innocent of all the charges. But he 
succumbed to the accumulating weight 
of new assertions by his former mistress. 
Christine Deviers-Joncour. who says she 
was on the Eif payroll as the liaison and 
money channel betw een the oil confpany 
and Mr. Dumas. She has been the key 
witness in Mr. Dumas's slow undoing. 

Mrs. Deviers-Joncour. 52. created a 
sensation in November when she pub- 
lished a book about the intermingled 
public and private dimensions of her 
four-year affair with the long-married 
Mr. Dumas. “The Whore of the Re- 
public” has sold more than 100.000 
copies, with fresh printings after every' 
interview or deposition she gives. 

Among the piquant new assertions 
she has made to the investigators and to 
Paris-Match magazine is that Mr. Du- 
mas was eager to purchase — with Elf 
funds — a state-owned Paris mansion 
where Mozart was reputed to have 



Ftai 4« M.'itTV A'vxtdcJ 

Roland Dumas hopes to return 
soon to the Constitutional Council. 

played. Mr. Dumas is an enthusiastic and 
learned music lover. Another was a so- 
cial conversation with a well-known 
politician in which Mr. Dumas acknowl- 
edged with a laugh that he had not paid 
for another piece of expensive real estate 
— a S3 million Paris apartment bought 
with Elf money that served as Mr. Du- 
mas's secondary residence, complete 
with butler and the mistress who turned 
out to have a long memory. 


Pinochet Awaitin 
Decision byBritis 

LONDON — In the gilded sur- 
roundings of the House of Lords, 
seven British peers will rise-one by 
one Wednesday to determine the 
immediate fate of Augusto 
Pinochet, the Chilean dictator from 
1974 until 1985. 

The Law Lords will rule whether 
Mr. Pinochet has immunity as a 
former head of stare from extra- 
dition to Spain on charges of 
murder, torture and abduction of 
thousands of people during his 
years of rule, including Spanish cit- 
izens. 

Speculation among legal circles 
is that the general, now 83. will not 
win his case. fAFPi 

El Al Assails Dutch 
On Crash Inquiry 

TEL AVIV — Israel's state air- 
line £1 Al lashed out on Tuesday at a 
Dutch parliamentary inquiry 1 that 
accused it of withholding informa- 
tion about the cargo of a jet that 
crashed into an apartment building 
near Amsterdam in 1992. 

* ‘The management of El Al Israel 
.Airlines deplores an attempt on the 
part of parliamentary committee 
members to place unfair blame on 
El Al,” the company said. 

El Al denied statements the air- 
line possessed but failed to rum over 
documents concerning a 20-ton 
consignment. 

The airline said it was still trying 
to obtain documents on the cargo, 
suspected by some to have con- 
tained toxins. (Rcuterst 

Weapons Found 
In Le Pen's Car 

BRUSSELS — Belgian author- 
ities seized rear-gas containers, a 
bulletproof vest, a revolver and a 
shotgun from the car of the French 
far-right leader, Jean-Marie Le Pen, 
the police said Tuesday. 

Officers found the firearms late 
Monday after noticing a broken 
window in a parked Peugeot with 
French licence plates. 

The police seized Mr. Le Pen, his 
driver and a bodyguard, who said 
the weapons were for the contro- 
versial politician’s protection. 

Mr. Le Pen. a member of the 
European Parliament, was quickly 
released,. fAP) 


Patrick Heron Dies; Painter and Critic 


Ach Yuri Timex Sen nv 

NEW YORK — Patrick 
Heron, 79. prominent in Bri- 
tain since the 1940s as an ab- 
stract painter and as a critic 
and advocate in the interna- 
tional an world, died Satur- 
day in Cornwall, England. 

Sir Nicholas Serena, direc- 
tor of the Tate Gallery in Lon- 
don. said that Mr. Heron was 
one of the most influential fig- 
ures in postwar British art. 

In the 1960s. Mr. Heron 
wrote, “It is obvious that col- 
or is the only direction in 
which paintings c3n travel.” 
Working with color that was 
saturated and voluptuous, he 
aimed at a boiling energy that 
would captivate the observer. 
He believed that the inves- 
tigation of color — color in 
itself, color as form, color as 
the maker and definer of 
space — was “the only ac- 
tivity still open to a painter 
that was not in some way a 
retreat into the past.” 

In mid-century, some of 
Mr. Heron's paintings were 
tall and thin in format and 
built up with narrow hori- 
zontal. interrelated bars of 
pure color. Nothing like them 
had been done in England, 
and they were widely re- 
ceived with perplexity. 

Later, near-circles and 
near-squares, each in a strong 
tonal contrast to the others, 
were intended to look as if 
they w-ere moving back, forth 
and’ sideways in relation to 
one another. These were 
among the more sumptuous 
British abstract paintings be- 
ginning in the mid-1960s. 

As an an critic in the im- 
mediate postwar years. Mr. 
Heron spoke out for Matisse. 
Picasso. Leger. Bonnard and 
Braque as masters who were 
insufficiently known in Bri- 
tain. 

Jean Guitton., 98; 
Catholic Philosopher 

PARIS t.APi — Jean 
Guitton. 98. a leading Cath- 
olic philosopher 3nd academ- 
ic who was the only layman 
authorized to take pari in the 
Second Vatican Council in 
1962, died Sunday. Mr. 
Guitton. the oldest member of 
the Academie Franca ise to 
which he was elected in 1961. 
was the author of about 30 
works, mostly focusing on the 
relationship between Catholi- 
cism and modem thought. 

He also was a painter, jour- 
nalist and novelist. 

“More chan a philosopher. 
Jean Guitton was a master. 
President Jacques Chirac of 


France said in a tribute, call- 
ing him “a dear and precious 
friend.” Mr. Guitton was 
close to a number of French 
presidents, most notably Mr. 
Chirac's predecessor, Fran- 
cois Micterand. He also met 
frequency with Pope Paul VI 
whom he considered a per- 
sonal friend. 

Jack Tarver. S2, who used 
his influence as publisher of 
The Atlanta Journal and The 
Atlanta Constitution in the 
1 960s and early ‘70s to protect 
Ralph McGill. The Constitu- 
tion's Pulitzer Prize-winning 
editor, from complaints about 
his suppon for die civil rights 


movement, died of a hean at- 
rack Sunday in Ailama. 

Neguib Badry. 73, a 
former head of the state-run 
Middle East News Agency in 
Egypt, died Sunday in Cairo. 

Bob Cato, 75. a ground- 
breaking graphic designer 
who helped turn the record 
album cover into an impor- 
tant form of contemporary 
art. died of complications 
irom Alzheimer's disease 
Friday in New York. 

Jean Pierre-Blocb, 93. a 
French Resistance figure, 
high-ranking member of 


Charles de Gaulle's Free 
French movement during 
World War II and spokesman 
for human rights causes, died 
March 17 in Paris. 

John Marden, 80, one of 
the last “taipan” British en- 
trepreneurs. whose interests 
ranged from retailing and real 
estate to aviation, died March 
18 on Hong Kong Island. 

Ray Forrest, 83, all bur 
forgotten as the man who be- 
came a hero to hundreds in 
1939 as the first television 
personality in the United 
Slates, died March 1 1 in New 
Jersey. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


West’s Strategy: Halt Kosovo War With Neither Side Victorious 


Hfetoigmw Post Service 

WASHINGTON — The United 
States and its allies in the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization tried mightily to 
prevent the return of war to Kosovo. 

Now that they appear to have failed in 
that goal, they are hoping to halt the 
fighting quickly, with no one emerging a 
winner. 

Stopping the conflict with air strikes is 
not an easy policy to cany off. 

The Clinton administration and 


Forbidden to reinforce his troops in 
Kosovo, Mr, Milosevic sent about 
40,000 to the province and along its 
border. 

Ordered to sign a peace pact, he 
spumed it. 

And warned against a new offensive 
aimed at Kosovo’s secessionist Albani- 

- — an majority, Mr. Milo- 

NEWS sevic began exactly that 
ANALYSIS over the weekend 
Inaction could in- 
volve a major cost in credibility, par- 
ticularly at this time as we approach the 
NATO summit in celebration of its 50th 


But as one of his foreign policy ad- 
visers remarked, “there are massive 
blood baths all over the world and we’re 
not intervening in them." 

The difference, the adviser said, is that 
"this one’s in the heart of Europe." 

“I’d argue," he added, "that the al- 
liance itself is at risk because if it’s 
unable to address a major threat within 
Europe, it really loses its reason for 
being." 

The reason a Kosovo war is such a 
threat is that any conceivable outcome 
involves a risk of escalation. 

If President Milosevic crushes ethnic 


NATO are consciously risking the very NATO summit in celebration of its 50th If President Milosevic crushes ethnic 
regional escalation they so long sought anniversary." a European diplomat Albanian resistance in Serbia's rebei- 
to avoid. They are doing so, President said- lious Kosovo Province, the Clinton ad- 

Bill Clinton suggested Monday, because The White House national security ministration and NATO fear that the 
the alternatives look even worse. adviser, Samuel Berger, speaking Sun- flood of guns and refugees across 

~ *‘ — ' * * Kosovo’s borders will ignite ethnic Al- 


B ill Clinton suggested Monday, because 
the alternatives look even worse. 

One unappealing aspect of nearly any 
alternative is the humiliation of NATO 
and of the United States, NATO's cre- 
ator and main component. 


day, listed one of the principal purposes «vu»u»w » umi»« »$«««. ***»»«« ** — - — *'***■;-■ , — — ~t — - . , j 

of bombing as "to demonstrate that banian populations in neighboring manders, the warmaking equivalent of October to demand Seman resteainti ana 
NATO is serious." Macedonia; in Montenegro, which with the "Goldilocks economy" — not too to impose tote on Serbian torc« m 


force, NATO fears those same popu- 
lations might rise up to press for a single 
pan-Albanian state. Ana if the fighting 
goes on without a winner, Mr. Clinton 
said Friday, the conflict has "no natural 
boundaries." 

As they prepare to begin an air cam- 
paign, the Clinton administration and 
NATO therefore hope for a calibration 
of violence that is seldom achieved in 
war. 

Bluntly put, they want to kill enough 
Serbs and destroy enough of their war 
machine to prevent the defeat of a much 
less powerful rebel force, but not so 
many that the rebels will be emboldened 
to press for victory themselves. 

After a suitable interval, they plan to 
reintroduce their peace plan. 

It is a tafl order for NATO’s com- 


pf unanimo us prinsen t — can manipulate 

them so precisely. 

For the first time this weekend, senior 
officials in Washington and Europe 
began to acknowledge they may acci- 
dentally set the stage for an independent 
Kosovar state, something they have long 
opposed. . 

"We're not going to be in a situation 
that can be perfectly choreographed, a 
British official said. 

Mr. Berger, in some of his least-noted 
comments Sunday, seemed to threaten 
Mr. Milosevic with that very outcome, a 
scenario tha t Washington continues to 
regard as dangerous. 

"If he seeks a military victory in 
Kosovo, in my judgment he will lose 
Kosovo," Mr. Berger said. 

The Clinton administration tried last 


President Slobodan Milosevic of put the largest emphasis on the huraan- 
Yugoslavia has crossed, in turn, three Italian disaster dial he said would nnfold 


President Clinton himself, on Friday, Serbia forms the Yugoslav Federation, 


andperhaps in Albania itself. 

That in turn might draw in mutually 


lines that the Clinton administration per- without NATO’s intervention, citing the hostile neighbors like Turkey and 


suaded NATO to draw op, with military 
reprisal the price for violation. 

Pope Is Said 
To Plan Visit 
To Jerusalem 


By Deborah Sontag 

New York Tones Service 

JERUSALEM — Israel's tourism 
minister has announced that Pope 
John Paul II intends to visit Jeru- 
salem in March 2000 to celebrate the 
mill ennium. It would be die first 
papal trip to the Holy Land since 
Paul VI visited Jerusalem in 1964. 

But the Vatican spokesman, Joa- 
quin Navarro- Vails, said Monday 
mat the trip “for now has not been 
set," adding that neither the date 
nor the itinerary had been worked 
out. The Associated Press report- 
ed. 

The tourism minister. Mosbe 
Karsav, said; “The Pope's office 
will publish statements at a time and 
place they choose. The Pope has the 
intention and desire to visit" 

A senior Vatican official. Car- 
dinal Roger Etehegaray, stood by 
Mr. Katsav’s ride but did not con- 
firm the announcement directly. 
"The year 2000 is a celebration of 
Christ and his life in this land,” the 
cardinal said. “Therefore it is only 
natural that the Pope would come 
here." 

Channel One television of Israel, 
which is state-owned, reported that 
the Pope was also expected to visit 
Bethlehem and Nazareth in the Pal- 
estinian territories in a three-day 
visit to the area from March 24 to 26 
next year. 

The Palestinian leader, Yasser 
Arafat, has invited the Pope to visit 
Bethlehem, foe birthplace of Jesus. 

Although the Pojw long ago in- 
dicated a desire to include Jeru- 
salem in the Roman Catholic 
Church’s jubilee celebration of the 
millennium, political tensions be- 
tween the Israelis and the Pales- 
tinians — particularly the dispute 
over the fate of Jerusalem — have 
stalled plans for a trip. 


PARAGUAY: 

Vice President Slain 

Continued from Page 1 


“sounds of sniper fire aimed at chil- 
dren." 


ACTION: 

Clinton Prepares US. 

Continued from Page 1 

“It will be interpreted by Mr. Milosevic 
as a licease to continue to kill. There will 
be more massacres, more refugees, more 
victims." 

A NATO attack, he said, was "the 
best of a lot of bad alternatives" but was 
"morally right and in the vital interests 
of foe United States." 

The president’s comments came just 
hours after he met at foe White House 
with a group of senators to seek their 
support. Many of them, including not- 
able critics of his Kosovo policy, 
emerged vowing to support him and the 
U.S. military forces poised to strike. 

A proposed Senate resolution that 
would call for a cut-off of funding for a 
Kosovo operation was being reworked 
to make clear such support. 

The White House press secretary, Joe 
Lockhart, said that "diplomacy's been 
exhausted.'* 

"NATO is now united and prepared to 
carry out its warning," Mr. Clinton said. 
"If President Milosevic is not willing to 
make peace, we are willing to limit his 
ability to make war on the Kosovars." 

Similarly, in London, Prime Minister 
Tony Blair told Parliament that Serbian 
atrocities against the Kosovars, as well 
as foe threat to foe credibility of NATO, 
left the alliance no alternative but to 
strike. Italy and France also reaffirmed 
their commitments to the NATO attack. 

In foe face of international demands, 
and in violation of earlier agreements. 
Mr. Milosevic has sent Serbian forces to 
attack ethnic Albanian rebels and bum 
down villages in Kosovo. International 
observers have documented mass ex- 
ecutions and arrocities by Serbian troops. 
More than 40,000 Serbian security forces 
are deployed in and near Kosovo. 

“We must act to save thousands of 
innocent men, women and children," 
Mr. Blair said, and "to save foe stability 
of foe Balkan region, where we know 
chaos can engulf foe whole of the Euro- 
pean Union. 

"We have no alternative, therefore, to 
act, and act we wiiL" 

Mr. Holbrooke, probably the Western 
diplomat who knows Mr. Milosevic 


Greece. 

If Kosovo wins its independence by 


hot and not too cold. Kosovo. When the rebels contuiued ti^r 

Even if bombs and missil es could guerrilla war and Mr. Milosevic ordered 
bring such a result, several officials in- overwhelming retaliation, the a dm i n i s - 
terviewed said there is not much ground nation decided on a bolder gambit — 
for optimism that a democracy — still forcing a political settlement on. both 
less 19 of them operating on NATO rules sides in foe conflict. 


PRISTINA: 

Kosovo Capital Tense 

Continued from Page I 

voices of opposition. 

On Monday, foe publisher of the ma- 
jor A fh anian Jangnag a newspaper in 
Kosovo, Koha Ditorc, said that he ex- 
pected foe paper to be closed within 24 
hours after a Pristina court ordered it to 
pay a fine for allegedly inciting ethnic 
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Richard Holbrooke, center, in Belgrade on Tuesday, after a meeting with 
President Slobodan M Dose vie of Yugoslavia. Mr. Holbrooke declared 
their talks a failure and left later for NATO headquarters in Brussels. 

KOSOVO: Air Attacks Set Risky Precedent 


Continued from Page 1 

hibiting a decision to use military force 
against the Serbs. 


For months, as Mr. Milosevic ignored training flight in northern Italy last year, 
threats that NATO would employ force killing 20 people, 
to stop the crackdown in Kosovo, the But Foreign Minister Lamberto Dini 
U.S. encountered stubborn resistance told foe Italian Senate on Tuesday that 


For many refugees, Pristina has be- 
come foe destination of a tortured odys- 
sey. Last week, Sevdie Krasniqi, 35, left 
•her viHage of Zhilovda, 25 kilometers 
(15 miles) north of here, when foe vil- 
lage miw- n«<ter shelling from Yugoslav 
forces clearing a huge area in foe foot- 
hills of foe Cicovac Mountains. 

For two days, she found shelter for 
herself, herhusband, and their eight chil- 
dren at a mosque in nearby Resnik, but 
then that village came under heavy 
shelling. 

She then crossed the mountains on an 
open trailer pulled by a tractor and 
reached her mother-in-law’s house in 
foe village of Sbtotica, in foe Dreaica 
ansa west of Pristina. 

But that village, too, came under at- 
tack and she fled again, this time with her 
mother-in-law, her sister-in-law and her 
three children. Her husband, fearing he 
would be arrested, fled to foe snow- 
covered mountains with other local 
men. 

Two days ago, the women and chil- 
dren made it to Glogovac, a small town 
on the edge of the fighting, where 20,000 
refugees have arrived in recent days. - 
oaiiiv.^nm/nKAnKiaaiPtc^ From there foe family took a bus to 
de on Tuesday, after a meeting with Pristina. All 14 now live in two cramped 
igoslavia. Mr. Holbrooke declared rooms, where they dare not peek out the 
r NATO headquarters in Brussels, window because they do not have a 

permit to live in foe city. 

ry . n. f j > "I’m still afraid,” said Mrs. KrasniqL 

is bet Kisky Precedent “i m terrified. ” 

u The government offensive in the 

of air strikes were recently compounded countryside continued Tuesday, al- 
by popular outrage when a U.S. military though it appeared to have lost some 
court exonerated an American airman intensity as security forces have few 
whose plane sliced a ski cable during a populated villages left to target, 
training flight in northern Italy last year. The village of Gomja Klina, five 

killing 20 people. miles north of the deserted city of Srbica, 



in foe Dreaica region west of Pristina, 
was burning Tuesday. The fighting has 


best, left foe meeting in Belgrade ap- from some European countries who in- Rome now believed NATO had no other paralyzed some refugees who were sur- 


pearing downcast. 


sisted foe alliance needed explicit UN 


But Mr. Cubas apj 
tractors not to make th 
death a political issue. 


aled to his de- 
vice president’s 


He told a CNN interviewer that foe authority before it could launch bomb- 
situation was. "I would say, foe bleakest ing raids against a sovereign nation. The 
since we began this effort almost four U.S. argued that this requirement would 
years ago.” enable Russia and China — two of foe 

Mr. Holbrooke, who in 1995 helped five permanent Security Council mem- 
broker foe Dayton peace agreement for bers — to exercise a permanent veto 
Bosnia, was asked if Mr. Milosevic un- over future NATO military operations, 
derstood the stakes in his defiance of The concern about a UN mandate. 
Western demands. “He said he did; we shared to varying degrees by Britain, 
are satisfied he does," Mr. Holbrooke France, Italy and Germany, was over- 
said. come only when the allies became con- 


“I am not considering resigning from discuss with him “in a serious manner” 


Mr. Milosevic, be added, would not vinced that the pressing dangers of a 


office," Mr. Cubas stud at a news con- 
ference after his nationwide address. Re- 
ferring to his four-year term that began 
last August, he added, * ‘I will finish out 
my mandate." 

The trade union leader Alan Flores 
said he would call a general strike until 
Mr. Cubas stepped down. 

The Colorados have ruled Paraguay 


foe demands either for a cease-fire or for 


humanitarian disaster involving 250.000 
homeless Kosovar Albanians over- 


a NATO-led peacekeeping force to enter whelmed foe strictures of international 


choice but to proceed with offensive air 
operations. He said foe strikes are de- 
signed “to weaken Serbia’s military 
forces and thus to stop them if possible 
from deploying militarily in Korovo.” 
Mr. Dini said if Mr. Milosevic 
spumed further negotiations after a 
pause, air strikes would continue "to 
wipe out that military capability and also 
perhaps nonmilitary infrastructure as 
well." Bat he insisted there were no 
NATO plans to intervene with ground 
troops, unless foe Serbs accepted foeir 
presence as part of a peacekeeping con- 
tingent 


rounded by government forces and did 
not know where to go, witnesses said. 

On Sunday in Srbica, a town of 20.000 
that troops have cleared of most of its 
population, a woman with her daughter 
and grandchild huddled behind a kiosk 
on an empty street. 

When reporters approached them, 
they began to cry and shudder — ter- 
rorized by foe strange frees. "Please, we 
don’t know anything,” said foe younger 
woman, looking around anxiously. 


*** R 


Anwar Case 
In Malaysia 

Winds Up 
In Disarray 


By Thomas Fuller 

International Hemid Tribune 

KUALA LUMPUR V? ^ 
of Anwar Ibrahim, Malaysia s ous- 
ted deputy prime minister, abruptly 
ended Tuesday with defense law- 
yers refusing to make closing ar- 
guments and the jodge declaring 
them in contempt of court. 

Hie high-profile case, which 
rocked foe political establishment 
and brought thousands of demon- 
strators into the streets a few 
months ago, ended with an anusnal 
standoff between foe judge and 
defense team- 

After a sharp exchange of words 
with foe defense lawyers. Judge 
Augustine Paul declared the trial 
over, said he would deliver his 
verdict on April 6 and told Mr. 
Anwar that he could provide written 
su bmiss ions if he wanted to. 

If convicted, Mr. Anwar frees 14 
years in jail or a 20,000 n g gg it 
($5,260) fine — or both — on each 
of f oar charges filed against him. 

. He is accused of ordering police 
officer's to cover up allegations of 
sexual indiscretion. 

Both the defense and prosecution 
had been scheduled to deliver their 
closing arguments on Tuesday, but 
an application by foe defense to 
remove the judge caused foe pro- 
ceedings to halt 

Mr. Anwar submitted die ap- 
plication last week, raying that he 
felt he could not receive a fair trial 
from foe judge, who has presided 
over the case since it began in 
November. 

“I have grave apprehension that 
the learned judge might not bring an 
impartial and unprejudiced mind 
with respect to the issues and mat- 
ters before him,” Mb'. Anwar wrote 
in foe document 

Confusion Tuesday over the 
proper submission procedures for 
foe application led to a deadlock. 

The judge called the defense 
team "defiant" for refusing to 
make closing arguments before the 
application was heard. 

"If foe defense wishes not to 
submit, it is entirely up to them," 
the judge said about the closing 
arguments. 

“This places an extreme burden 
on the court to ensure that justice is 
done for the accused. To me, this 
amounts to interference of justice 
and it is' contempt of court by all 
members of the defense team." 

The unusual end to the politically 
charged trial came two days after 
the country’s opposition leaders 
criticized handling of foe case. 

"It is clearly an unfair trial," 
said Lam Kit Siang, leader of foe 
opposition in Parliament and head 
of foe Democratic Action Party. "I 
am saying this although it might 
land me in contempt of court." 

Mr. Anwar says he is foe victim 
of a political conspiracy. Before he 
was dismissed by Prime Minister 
Mahathir bin Mohamad last 
September, he was the second most 
powerful politician in the country. 

The judge refused to accept Mr. 
Anwar’s claims of a political con- 
spiracy as a defense, and barred 10 
defense witnesses from giving testi- 
mony. 

Whatever foe outcome of foe 
trial, Mr. Anwar frees additional 
charges of sodomy and other al- 
leged crimes that have yet to be 
disclosed by foe attorney general. 


Kosovo. 

Most speakers at an exceptional ses- 
sion of foe Yugoslav Parliament spoke in 
defiance of NATO's will, saying they 
would never allow foreign troops on 
their soiL 

Mr. Clinton spoke on a day of rapid 


Over foe last two days, allied leaders some military specialists. 


gave formal approval for military action 
If the last-ditcn diplomatic mission by 
foe U.S. envoy to foe Balkans, Richard 
Holbrooke, should fail 

NATO officials said foe principal rea- 
sons cited by government chiefs were 
the need to stave off a catastrophe in- 
volving foe Kosovar refugees and to 
salvage NATO’s credibility after so 
many vapid warnings. 

Prime Minister Tony Blair of Britain 
declared in the House of Commons: * ‘To 
walk away now would destroy NATO’s 


for five decades, under foe dictatorship developments, amid rising signs that a 
of General Alfredo Stroessaer until he first round of NATO cruise missile at- 


was ousted by a coup in 1989 and since tacks could come soon, and with no 
then by two elected Colorado pres idents, further warning. 

Juan Carlos Wasmosy and Mr. Cubas. The president did two things Tuesday 


Mr. Oviedo art 
Mr. Wasmosy in 1 


ilorado presidents, further warning. 
r and Mr. Cubas. The president did two things Tuesday 

>ted to overthrow that his congressional critics had re- 
. He then beat Mr. peatedly requested: He sought to explain 


Argana in party primaries last year and to the public more clearly foe slakes of, 
ran for president — with much popular and rationale for, action in Kosovo; and 
support — until Mr. Wasmosy threw' he specifically requested congressional 
him in jail and be was sentenced to 10 backing for such action. 


The reluctance to follow up air strikes SHIPS: Japanese Chase 2 Mystery I Assets 

with aground intervention force disturbs x J J 

me military specialists. Continued from Page 1 force the two vessels to stop so thalti 

General Michael Rose of Britain, who ' could be boarded. But instead, the t 

i the ill-fated UN military force in Japan is an essential partner in a con- vessels continued at high speed, a p 




General Michael Rose of Britain, who ' 

led foe ill-fried UN military force in Japan is an essential partner in a con- 
Bosnia, said, “If you carry oat any act of sortium that is providing energy to North 
war, you have to be prepared to go the Korea in exchange for that country's 


whole distance.” 

"But I doubt very much if the coun- 
tries of foe West would want to launch 
themselves on a third Balkan war," he 
added. 


freezing its nuclear program, and Japan 
could rack oat of foe consortium — and 
thus create major problems for the 
United States and South Korea, foe other 


mw^errrajor partners— -if it felt drat it ignored ordere to stop, and we are con- 
nan been threatened hv Nnrrti ffm-M »» zr 


and rationale for, action in Kosovo; and credibility. Britain stands ready with our 
he specifically requested congressional NATO allies to take military action. " 


years for the coup attempt. Mr. Clinton said that the lives of 

Mr. Cubas. his running-mate, stepped Kosovar Albanians were at risk, NATO 
in and won the presidency, and under credibility was threatened, and a conflict 


backing for such action. Foreign Minister Hubert Vedrine of 

Mr. Clinton said that the lives of France said he was satisfied that every 
Kosovar Albanians were at risk, NATO possible avenue of finding a peaceful 


party rules Mr. Argana automatically with "no natural boundaries" risked 
became his deputy. spreading to Greece and Turkey. 

Since then foe struggle for control of The United States and its NATO allies, 

foe party has been bitter. Last week Mr. Clinton said, had done everything 
followers of Mr. Cubas and Mr. Oviedo possible to fashion a diplomatic solution 
seized the party headquarters by force to foe conflict pitting Serbian forces 
after Mr. Argana’ s followers tried to vote against the Kosovar Albanians. 


themselves back into top party posts. 

Mr. Wasmosy. who handed power to DDTM A VfWJa D ■ m /* rj 
Mr. Cubas after the election last year, A HJLIy lAlVVf T l MNUSSUXU IUI71S TOT tlOme 
read a statement to reporters blaming ** 

Mr. Cubas for the k il l i n g. Continued from Page 1 

* ’The person responsible for the peri- 
od of chaos, violence and bloodshed that Primakov said in Ireland, adding: “There 
Paraguay is undergoing is the head of foe is still scope for political dialogue.” 
executive branch,” said Mr. Wasmosy, "Air strikes will change the entire 
accused by Mr. Cubas last month of nature of foe global order that has taken 


resolution had beea exhausted. Given 
foe intransigence shown by Mr. Milo- 
sevic after so many appeals, be indicated 
that France supported foe view that there 
was no available alternative 10 air strikes 
against Yugoslavia. 

The apprehensions within Italy's left- 
leaning government about the wisdom 


Continued from Page l 

Primakov said in Ireland, adding: “There 
is still scope for political dialogue.” 
"Air strikes will change foe entire 


conspiring with Mr. Argana to oust him 
from office. 

Juan Carlos Galaveraa. one of the 
slain official's chief aides, demanded the 
"immediate resignation” of Mr. Cubas 
and the arrest of Oviedo. 


shape since foe Second World War,* ' he 
said. 

“An attack without UN Security 
Council blessing is unacceptable, es- 
pecially against a country that does not 
pose a threat to other countries. The use 


Stores shuttered their doors, schools of force in Kosovo would fly in foe free 


and colleges canceled classes and a un- 
ion announced a work stoppage to 
protest the killing. (AFP, AP. Reuters ) 


of reason and destabilize foe entire re- 
gion." 

Presidents Bill Clinton and Boris 


Yeltsin exchanged messages on the Bal- 
kans crisis. 

The content was not known. But For- 
eign Minister Igor Ivanov said an attack 
could negate the United Nations arms 
embargo against Yugoslavia. 

"This will be an aggression, so the 
country which is attacked must have 
weapons to defend itself." he said. 

If NATO forces attack, he added, it 
"will deal a serious blow to the im- 
plementation " of the LIN Security Coun- 
cil resolutions on the conflict, he added. 

Mr. Primakov said Russia “has not 
yet abandoned foe regime of sanctions" 
in foe Balkans crisis. ‘ 


More Airlines Halt 
Flights to Belgrade 

Agmc* Francty-Presse 

BELGRADE — Air France, 
Swissair and Lufthansa canceled 
scheduled flights to Belgrade on 
Tuesday, airport officials reported. 

They gave no indication whether 
future flights would be subject to 
cancellation. 

In Paris, an Air France spokes- 
man said the company had canceled 
flights through Wednesday evening 
and would examine the situation 
further at that time. 

A Swissair spokesman in Zurich, 
said its doily flight had been can- 
celed until "further ootice.” 

On Sunday, British Airways an- 
nounced it was canceling flights to 
Belgrade because of the Kosovo 
crisis. 

NATO countries have threatened 
to carry out air strikes against Ser- 
bian military targets in a campaign 
to compel Belgrade to accept a 
peace agreement with the ethnic Al- 
banians. 

.The Kosovars have been fighting 
for more than a year to win an 
independent homeland. 


had been threatened by North Korea. 

For now, the whole episode seemed 
mysterious. 


Japan’s Maritime Safety Agency said AgenceFrance-Presse. 


that it spotted one of foe ships Tuesday 
morning about 45 kilometers (28 miles) 
east of the Noto Peninsula in central 
. Japan on the side facing foe Korean 
Peninsula * 

Then, officials said, foe Maritime 
Safety Agency sent a destroyer to track 
foe ship, and foe second mysterious ves- 


no longer in operation. 

Japanese military officials sent three 
destroyers and a plane to brack the two 
ships, assisting the Maritime Safety 
Agency, whose patrol boats fired more 
than 1,200 rounds of warning shots from 
machine guns on two occasions Tuesday 
night. 

This was the first time Japan had fired 

warning shots at sea since 1953, when a 



1 1 * : ; 


force foe two vessels to step so that they 
could be boarded. But instead, the two 
vessels continued at high speed, a pace 
that suggested that they had been fined 
for military purposes rather Than for fish- 
ing. Film taken by Japanese aircraft also 
showed no sign of fishing equipment and 
no people on deck. 

“We started firing shots as foe ships 


tin ni n g fire,” Kaztttami Sugthara, a se- 
nior Maritime Safety Agency official, 
said at a news conference, according to 


"It is unthinkable that fishing boats 
can move at such speed, and we believe 
they have been modified," he added. 

North Korea is periodically accused 
of infiltrating Soutn Korean waters. 


tw -j ... w uiuiuuuug ooum Korean waiets. 

c officials said, the Maritime In December, for example. South 
X?? A f3‘3!/ em a to trac * Korean naval vessels^anfc a Nor* 

Korean semi-submersible boat foal 
sel was framd. The authorities did not Seoul said was being used to drop off or 
explain why they fell compelled to send pick up commamto? P 


. - ... . * pick up commandos. 

destroyers to investigate ior what they SinSar charges have been made, 

feet) long and brae foe names of real Japanese inielliS^L officials say 
Japanese fishing boats. Transport Min- that North Kot^ ^iT^rotS- 
ister Jiro Kawasaki said that one of the sionally picked up kidnapped Japanese 
shqis was using foename of a vessel that ration^ and 
was railing elsewhere and that foe North KoiSf srauggiea ® 

?Scial ? also *y to 


monitor hundreds of radio t ransmissi ons 
rach week that they believe are instruc- 
tions from North Korea to agents in 
Japan, bat that they cannot break the 
codes. 

>lorfo Korea denies that it infiltrates 
foe waters of other countries, but it has 


This was the first time Japan had fired 

warning shots at sea smceI953, when a there Kor ? n vessd ?’ 

Japanese patrol boat fired off the bow of vess ? 


of Hokkaido. 

The warning shots were intended to 


narc °tics, guns or other cargoes. 
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Global Escort Service fw 
The Jet Set and Priveleged Fw 
+44 (0) 7 074 074 7701771 

hterncti ongj 

» ESG^I^ 

T >^vvoRU>w®e' 

World n top retameltonrf beaufles 


POZNANIPOLAND. 20.000 sqm proper- 
ty + 12000 sqm. taqcnbuUng. best 
teafim. over 2 Bows USS 55nv Con- 
tact Into Mobil FaBor. Tel: **49-69- 
82363797 or e-mat rioOmoWWaarda 


Businesses For Sale 


HOTEL FOR SALE 

7 MINUTES PORTE DE CHA7UON 
97 Room - Rasauais ■ Mealing rooms 
ENQUIRES 44 171 233 1533 


COMPANY M MUMBAI INDIA Fiiy rag- 
siersO, tree ol DeO i no employees. 
2,500 $q It dfice space & 8500 sq H 
work ptoca F» *44 (0) 181 206 1244 

KEY WEST, a RESTAURANT to sST 
5175,000 Contact Drtando USA |305) 
3048813 or E-maS c«b8t»8sotj9lnel 


ESCORT SHTVICE'PRIVATEBISCREET 
CHRISTOPHER 
USA 1212) 977-9255 
MATTHEW 
USA (212) 588-6172 


ELITE ESCORT SERVICE * ISTANBUL 
MLAH’ROME'tT ALT ATHENS*? ARB 
BflUSSElS^ERMANrSWTTZERLAtt) 
COTE D’AZUR^CANDINAWSPAIH 
Tel: +39 (0)335 619 MM Craft Cards 


PARIS 

GENEVA ESOTB **41 79637 7884 


European JET SET ' VIENNA • PARS 
Rf&*MUMCN*l(OUrNEW YORK 
ROMEHt-AfTOUSSELDO RFLONDON 
Verre *+43-1-710 60 SS Escort Sendee 


WLAN 

WGH CLASS PRIVATE Escort Servte 
■VNxmJUttotf** 39 (0)368 412214 


ARtSTOCATS Escort Service 

3 Staddftam SL Loodon W1 
London Tak 0171 258 0090 


— — EUROCONTACT WTL 
PARIS’ ANTWERP* (®4EV A’ZURtCH 
RNERA'BRUSSELS'LOMXJWlENNA 
UWTROUFSI GBWffl S PRAGUE 
COPBIHAGENIUIUNIChmSINW 
Bunt Service Vienna **43-1-212 0431 


CHELSEA ESCORT SERVICE 
51 BaBUChamp Pboe. London SWl 
Tel: 0171-584 6513 


ALL EUROPE HECTS W5H SOCIETY 
Vienna. Pars. Rmare. Uundwi 
2iMh. Geneva. Fraridurt 
kiemetott Escort & Travel 5em« 
Vienna **43-1-535 41 04 eB credl cards 

—aracH ^geneva . Knutr- 

HAMBURG - FRANKFURT - MfijW 
- CARISMA SCOUT AG9CY “ 

Tel OW-A4S 80 7D 77 - Cretu Cant 


OFFSHORE COMMERCIAL BANK 

with correspondent 
hank relationship 

Class A No qualification 
requirements. 

US$65,000 

AGENTS WANTED 
WORLDWIDE 
Tel: 242-394-7030 
Fax; 242-394-7082 


International Agricultural 
Investment Group 

olYcriny 5* FT partner-hip 
i total prufcvi L SD4.5M). 
Esiabli&hcd operation in China 
with ini rasrru inure. Pn:\ tou- 
succex-i wiih Chine'-c pmicfi- 


Phonc: ++ 1 -901-820-0300 
Fax: ++1 -901-820-0028 


: EMPIRE STATE BUILDING 

[ JL ADDRESS 

EsiarJ'sn s> r.i rieaoi-w •-! 
HBE -re oool-knsar. 

mi B J liir; V.aJ sn np 

□ti arifeprrg corJprt'^e 

nq reem ;.,~nsntairin-p'r"f>-s 

SSt uvnu STATE BUSINESS OTTO 

T=L 2T2-r a vi::2 • « 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Authenticate your financial guarantees. MTNS and bonds. 
BEFORE you invest 

Find out more about your High Yield Investment Program 
and their representatives BEFORE you do business min them 

American Financial Investigative Agency 
Toll Free in USA I 88H 88? A FT A 

Fax 1 o02 252 »05a. in UK +« lOH7l «iO 2«l J - AZ DPS UC «010.+.+ 
LICENCED and BONDED 


COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE 


Montreux 
Lac Leman 

Commercial building with Entertainment Center 
Guaranteed return 
Sales price: CHF 21.0 millions 
To request information fax: +41 21 869 99 02 
Or write: Coordina SA, Moulin-du-Choc “C" 
1122 Romanel/Morges Switzerland 

Tel: +41 21 869 99 01 

BUSINESS FOR SALE 

MOVING & STORAGE CO. FOR SALE 

Continental LIS authority representing a major van Tine with real 
estate. A nice adjoining home located on a major highway in north 
Mississippi- Minimum annual gross sale is over US $1,000,000. 
Inquiries contact Bill Morgan 
Tel :+6D1 -728-7824 USA Fax:+601-728-2982 


Business Opportunities 

OWNER SELLS OSMIUM 187. quantity 
50 or No brims. P root ri fuxfc Send 
otter to tax- 0041-32-6223211 Email 
anKnobonomernsncom 

WINE COLLECTOR SELLS WS STOCK 
at outstanding Bordeaux fPeros. Mov- 
lon. ). Tel S Fax *32 3 249 60 06 
GSM: *32 x 955 30 #7 

2ND PASSPORT SI OK Ain EU. 
D inornate. Drivers Licences Entav 
cqudOunet naph Far 632-831 7552 

2ND PASSPORTS FROM US S1400/EIP 
VISAS Fax *44 (0) 1795 563 214 
Em* dtoydSiTl eari.com 

EU RASSrarTS Fitly raftered " 
& renewable - SlflOflO. 

Hnnet -*44 797 1304 734 


Business Services 


GENEVA 

SWITZERLAND 

FuU Service 
-is our Business 

' imematioreJ aw sb axes 

• Maawx. hfepm. letex and 
WteccpiM senrtcas 

• Transtton and ucretanai SBnnces 

* tormfflon. dometaton and 
ddmMauii ri &«s and fcxrign 
oompaiws 

* Funeittd offices and txtterence 
rooms tor daSy or morthly rertal 

Full coriidence and rfccraert assued 

BUSINESS ADVISORY 
SERVICES SA 

7 Rue Muzy. 1207 GENEVA 
Tel 736 05 40. Tlx 413222. Fax 7B6 06 44 

BUSINESS ADDRESS - SERVICES 
Mai Phone - Fax - London Wi. 

T 0171 935 4Q4B F 0171 935 7979 
Emat Eva® Wen demon mi* 


CONNOISSEUR NEW YORK. Escort 
saws teatorng beaucfii. dhanrmg 
sopliisUcaied mrxtefc Tri. 212-679-1991 
E-rraL rtoSnyt-gtexom 

PAWS ESCORTS 
*3120-5769-221 


WXTTA ESCORT SERVICE 
m» Number t * Class and Excellence) 
Suinrenriy bearilul nwdris wth Thai ex- 
Ira spega touch TEL 07931 663899 

A RBST CLASS Esai Setvce 

~ LONDON ■ HEATHROW u 

Tet 017 1 as 2347 l24lrii Credl Cards 

A-M-tf-A 24 Prerry educated green- 
eyed. bruneae DeFgfittul companan Pri- 
vate escort serw. *44 70)778 880 1214 

ABIGAIL Charming copras sated. En- 
gfrii beauty. 24 hr pmw ascort sente 
in Londcn 07081 008 008. Credl cards. 

• AL-PDCS 

London pane Rome Ariarerp Brussels 
Eseon A gyicy *44 fQy 171 376 0070 

ALEXIA. ELEGANT & attractive Ha ten. 

A Very Speed Warm Eecofl Street 
Tet London 07887 6940B9 

AMSTERDAM ■ DREAMS * ESCORTS 
and Dtina Date Service tor Han or Her. 
Tri *31 10 ) 2064 02 666 or &ME HI 

•BRUSSELS' 

Sandnw Ctessy Escort Servte 
Tet *3^23444112 

BARCELONA 5 MADRID A All Spain 
Nros fiMArswe Hgh rtass servte. 

Tet 629 706 673. AH Cgds 

BEAUTIFUL YOUNG BRAZILIAN 
Fried*. Exclusive Ctemung Cwrpareon 
London Escort Sews mi 378 969 

BUCK BEAUTY ESCORT SERVICE 
Extrusive Elegant Educated 6 Fran* 
Uwton & Heathrow 0IBI2039637 Cards 

BRUNETTE GREEN-EYED MODEL 
Sonxvig'Youngt Sweev Seosrioirt 
Escort smvtu London £H7i 813 8014 

ESCORT SERVICE Zurich .-Basel 
Tet **41 79 Kg 3720 
Ax cards accepted 

ESCORT SERVICE SWITZERLAND 
ONLY TOP LADIES. 24 firs- All cards 
Travel Semce ■ **41 p-Si «07 0931 

* GENEVA ' PASS COTEDAZUB • 
BUTTERFLY Esmt Semce 

Tel EW1 22 731 W 91 


Business Services 


ATELSA MANAGEMENT LTD 

lOfctar? Corporate 8 Tiustr 
CorSact Tony Goutd-ftam Aten 
Tel/Fax *44 1524 61600761K06 
E-mail ariee€fimerpnse net 
or Bemad Camoray France 
TrtFax. *33 2 *?1782M6?:7S04 
Woods *33 605732796 


FOR LEGAL PROFESSIONAL com- 
mercial services m SWITZERLAND 
FRANCE TUIWEY Company lomauon. 
admrtsrralon. bantong. iratfrg transla- 
tors. secretaries, offices. LAUA GE5- 
TlON -Geneva Tel -*4l 79 620 6774 
Fax *+41 Z2 345 5406 e-mail mgie 
Iptoinkch 


NIC, Providing A Confidential Company 
And Trust Fatmaten Servte - Wlh Bank 
Accounts - Anonymoira And ID Free - 
Tel *41 32 327 2414 
Fax: *41 32 322 2235 
Errol mtotmatteShanoveroflsnarecom 


YOUR OFFICE M LONDON 

Bond Street • Mail. Phone. Fax Telex 

Tel 44 171 290 90M Fax 171 499 7517 


Busine ss Travel 

BECOME A CORPORATE TRAVEL Af- 
toate am cm travel costs Ear. c owns- 
sions on your travel Cookings recer.-? 
kreer travel ixsts threugr, dji injema- 
Uonal rale desk have lasiei access to 
liavel information va our ireb srte and 
save up to SO"* oi your oan travel costs 
wfo our Ccrporaie Travel ID before 
Marcrt 30 S795 USD Far more mtorma- 
lion, van out neosne at sihaw iraiew- 
lions com and cfick on 'Craporat Travel 
Alflaie’ Phorw M1-716-383-4;70 Fax 
001-716-586-0683 or Lorvton Vote Mad 
44-171-6813295 

IsWtainesa Class Frsjufftl TravelPS 
Woridrede Up K) 50 3 * Of No coupons 
no iesinchon& Imperial Canada Tei 
• T -514-341 -7227 Fat 4-514-341-7S98 
e-mail nyCmripenaKcnsuitarvis.com 


■ GENEVA ' PAHIS 1 COTE D’AZUR ■ 
BUTTERFLY Escort Servte 
Tet 0W1 22 73r 9C 5i 

GENEVA PRETTY WOMAN ‘ BAS& ” 

CaJ 022 ■ 346 00 E9 Eseon Agency 
■LAUSANNE-MONTREUX-VEVEY 

GENUINE INDIAN Phnogiaptnt Mo del 
Sturavg. Chanrvtu and irrestftoie 
Pware Escort Tel 0370 4647J8 

GENUWE JAPANESE SENSATION you 
nil never taiga" Pnvata eseon ser.-ce 
ti London. Pte 2 se o» OTBOi eza K-i 

HIGH LFE * VCNHA * 24 hrs. 

MOST EXCLUSIVE ESCORT SERVICE 
VIENNA *+43-1-3675650 al oeda cards 

JAN BIK HOLLAND ESCORT CLUB 
For ire and she. Escort service sure 
1967. Tet *31 [0)20 622 £85:420 3827 

U-AR-E^ Educated beaitfui 
young bnmaie Somahng spwa! 

Escort Service Ph *44 to, I7J 483 

MADRID*PRESTIGE 'BARCELONA THE 
BEST EXCLUSIVE ESCORT SERVICE 
CREDIT CATOS Tet -3W13PS3i>88 

MSI ESCORT SERVICE. Exclusively up- 
scale EuropearvCBHwno Models Tel 
917-68&6246 TqS hee 883-202-0505 

NEW STUHHMG & CHARMING BLOND 
Prvae Eseon 5eracs 
Lonrte 0171 594 9977 

NICE AND FRIENDLY PHOTOMOOEL 
Prtvaie Eseon Seivice kelly 
iMdon 0403 569 772 

STUNHHG HJTE UQDEL ■ Bfimstte 
tfav Dsnea Eseon Ser.xe 
r/TP ddyr 0757 «3 3734 

SWEDISH SUPERHODEL. PRIVATE 
ESCORT SERVICE CHELsHALONOON 
TEL 0*03 508689 U1H £19 409 

TANYA M TOKYO Beaustoi ttorefc eu- 
ropean etagatn. tnernf,-. speaa' escort 
sente Tet -Si iGr 30 ^S8B JC33 

YQmG S N£t y - 

Friendly piery & discreei 1st Class 
Undo) Eseon Sente id 71 B2l 98* 

'ZURICH' 

Cairiine Escort Serves 
TeL 075 , 403 30 SI 


FUNDING PROBLEMS? 

for . 

SOLUTIONS 
Contact 

BANCOR 

OF ASIA 

Bankable guarantees 
to secure funding 
for viable projects: 
VENTURE CAPITAL 
EQUITY LOANS 
REAL ESTATE 

Long term collateral 
Supported guarantees 
Fax <63 2i 810 923 J 
Tel. 163-2.894 5358 
tviYw. bac.com. ph 

:n-r*.£j.:r or • -.r-: r Tur ji-.c 

j- iiifcj-eJ 


OFFSHORE COMPANIES 


• fast, aliment professional. 

• Monogement. nominee & 
administration servites. 

• Bent in! rad unions. 

Belize - IBC 
IV Islands 

Florida B pj 

Gibralta r 

Islejsl Man 

Jersey wan 

Others on request 
Credit Card payments accepted. 
Call NOW for more information. 


Capital Available 


ALLIANCE FUNDING 8. TRADING 
UNLIMITED CAPITAL AVAILABLE 
'COMOClAl MORTGAGES 
’ VENTURE CAPITAL 

• EXPANSION CAPITAL 

• INITIAL PUBLIC OFFERINGS (IPO) 

• MERGERS 8 ACQUISITIONS 

Out Company also pmvides cusmess 
Pan Euiicwn y.a Asswance ateg r.flh 
me strirctanrq ol ONihore Corporattf.ns 
tor tu and asset paaciwi 

NO UP FRONT FEES 
BROKER INQUIRIES WELCOME 
TEL: 001-954-457-0665 
FAX: 001-954-456-3264 
Please mil our website at 
tuwnjliancelureraiggroupjiet 


INTERNATIONAL 
FINANCING SPECIALISTS 

over 3/j yezes expert* 

Venture- Capnai - Cranmerrai f.tomaws 
tanmatw FmanaHi - Lene.; ri Crein 
Minimum Si Milium’ ■ Brokers Writome 

R.J.L INTERNATIONAL 

Tel; 001-242-363-1 M9 
Fax: 001-71 6-779-fflOO 


"WMEfflATE & UNLIMITED - 

Capual ffiaiA*? fix 
ALL business projeti? 1 
MIN US. 5i miLno mt 
ini Bifitess CriEirffira 
(7i-.3JT.7-r iijS VOCci 
MlpAwwJnttruscoracom 1 internet. 

PimriastdlDiscourtedlUnes of Credit 
GuararaeM-LCsR:Ds-7-3'Us ' Furuwg 
of NerjotaiDie Bank l«nr,Tw.;s ' Ptere- 

mn ci - seeking 

projects for Funding ■ Caysai 

Available Immerfiaieiv Fi« executu'? 
surmar; JjB-72fr0l S2 USA 

CAPITAL FUNDING AVAILABLE 
ISnmrrn SlU U5D Charges no retainer 
lees interest +•» & ua Far 
604-624-1470 C araoi 

SWISS FRANCS AVAILABLE 
LOW INTEREST RATE 
Ink) fox -31-2M23Q004 
The Nanertands, 


Capital Wanted 

FTONCH COMPANY, exparateg no me 
betel industry Turnover 56 nniuc-r* t 
seekir.o irtvesiws or cajMi! "Sk Mm* 
mum £3 mfion Tet 44 171 23$ 

CASINO A LOTTERY. Uce«‘ holder 
seeks 10 m -.'eriure partner v foanfiet 
E-mai ro-, , 6naqer.a:ifia a Fa. -2T2 ' 
433TtjT 


Diamonds 

ROUGH DIAMONDS • Mair.i turret 
seeks lame .-ciurre gem quaui; Atncw 
otto cn monWr tasc Fax L'jA- 
J54-474-3866 USA 

DIAMONDS. Weil Alr« Secure 14 <p- 
iransKwns & good pi-:« Fa« -2Tn 
482 54;-. E-nte peamew •■Mica com 


Financial Investments 

CALIFORNIA RAUO BROADCASTING 

company seel s traresiors lor etpansen 
cap Q) prefrilie ivu tw sirtt -rite»- 
mg Corjaa Fkter al I5fi2t425-052T 


DUt-ounied U.5. Seturiile* 
Large Block Transact ions of 
publicly Lisied U.S. Secunties 
Available 10 Rmikrs and 
Individuals at a Discount 
£wJJi'Qi Pohtirwl for High Hcrums 
Fax. Inquiries id: 242-394-S076 
Email: Idilxrt'iiwuom 


mop! 


Start Calling O.I.T.! 

USA 6p 

CANADA 6p 

AUSTRALIA ' 9p_ 

_FRANCE_ lip 
SOUTH AFR ICA 28p 
SAUDI A RABIA 52g. 
JNDIA 47p 

• testnxtt Free Comedioa 

• Mo CaatreKCs/tiw Beatds 

• Use any Tone Phone 

• Mo axnmiileieut 

• No NCnhnam 

Al pian Do iwUt me WT SwctamK 
bwj xx*j tnn sons wroJcoeiTnoDJc. 

. D.l.T. 'i . 


For quah-, pisieas .-.enevvas 
BrC'ke.s Welcome 

Phone: 0044115 948 0000 

Fax: 00 44 115 948 0481 

uonsvyiam & c-ctfiisri Tn*i ara v*»i5W^m 
Bvutung Cvnwlan: 9us»*u A**sn* 


OFFSHORE COMPANIES 


Since 1977 we hav« apaciallsad In 
advising on the use ol offshore 
companies, trusts and Other 
structures to achieve both personal 
and corporate tax savings end to 
maintain privacy. 

We Incorporate In ALL onshore 
jurisdictions and offer lull post 
incorporation services - 
professionally and at reasonable 
cost. 

EUBpn o| Incotperttnn FaM 
ISLE OF MAN £225 

DOMINICA . US$350 

TCI .. USS450 

BELIZE US$500 

INTERN ATIONAL COMPANY 
SERVICES URL) LIMITED 

The Offthore Profnsioiuili 
h-wwICSLow 


Fi nancial Investments 

COMMERCIAL FISHING CONCESSION 
tor sale Urgs aiea «fl sweked tocra- 
IW speews Fax -27ii 7S5C207 E-Mad 
f gem coia 

LEASING OF CASH FUNDS. R you wsh 
to taw cash irtfTi x iup to > 3Ki mo t 
for luHy secured financial transactions 
cal UK -44 ■ (040? 823561 


Financial Services 


FINANCIAL PFOFE5SI0NALS 


HARD TO BORROW? 

USE COLLATERALIZED LQAN5 
TiamjKj fttvjam 4va4aft? 

We Locate Fundem For 
Business and Real Estate 

Tony Abraham Esq • Real Estate 
Eric A. Klein. Esq.-Attyffiduciary 

iririTunonal Deveiopeq 
Ertopnses Agsocy 1 IDEA 1 

TEL +1-312-751-0800 
FAX +1-352-6B8-4442 
E-mail: panglob&aoLcom 

Website: panglobal.net 


RNANC1AL GUARANTEES 

instance ■' Remsuran* t»*ed 
cwrantftB for gua/fed 
busness fiiopds 
TeH 561-391-5580 
F& 561-391-4280 USA 
n Ltrthc ary '4 -rioridneLait nri 


LOANS 

W? anange ycur ken 8 guatamees 
» b«1 SJl VOW DUSMHSE. tgJVflQ 
itw lwadacr.e here Bank Guaiamees. 
Irserest Or.»v Loans ato a-/ adat*- 
Fax CRS -44 1455 «i384 


S10 MO. CASH FUNDS FOR TRADWG. 

It you a&i It untei a HY7P os prcwl? 
cash lunds agamsl payment c-t bank 
lees. Caftan i-aiv-Bt-252-vt0P 


Import/Export 


BUYING BRANDED GOODS 

ALL LUXURY G0005 
Watches Pens Chnamie Crystal 
rfagrances-Cosmeocs liquors 
Toys leateigccls 'Ittical 
Gotfi'Sppn Eqttotmem 5ohonerv 
■'AGENTS OUT)' =nFE V/ELCOME" 
'COfFlDEirnALiTY GUARANTEED' 

YAIAAGUCHI 

m Cftsi T?l 7I3J77-25T 
=5- 71W94-296? 

£nau LU.+OjP 4 frrieem 


NOAMEX INC. 

LARGE GRADER OF USED CLOTHING 
nx urmsf ■ men - rriidran 
PREMtUM i KMES7TC GJAL1TY 
DENIM JEANS & DENW JACKETS 
Expot wt tales small bales boxes. 
AFRICA ASIA EUROPE MD-EaST 
CENTRAL & SC^JTH AMERICA 
Tet'7IA-342-27e r w 7I8-3C2K5 ‘Ji 


FOR EUROPE +44 171 510 5748 
FOR THE AMERICAS 1-800 572 7212 
FOR ASIA +852 2922 1188 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS £ 




Calf the U.S. from: 1 

France 

20 c 


21C 

Italy. 

25c 


21 C 

'U.K. 

16c 


Itemized 6-Second Billing 


itk Networks 
for Home, Office, 


Hotels and Mobile Phones 

Agent Inquiries Invited 

Tel: 1.206.376.1962 * US.: 1.800.965.1626 
Fax: 1.206.376.1963 

417 Second Avenue West Seattle. WA 98119 USA 
vwvvv. kallback. com • Email: inio&kaltbjck. com 


Pov Less so that you can Talk Long er! 

Bangladesh .69 India . 57 France .07 Li.K. .OS 
Lebanon .S3 Germany .OS Pakistan. TO 
Israel .12 South America..?? Italy// USA .05 
Arc you paying too much for International calls hut confused abou 
which carrier to choose' 1 Sat-Link proudly adjusts to their customers 
wants and needs instead of changing them To lake advantage of thi 
lowest prices available contact: 

Sat-Link, Inc. 

Phone 11203)316-8867 USA Fax 1(203) 316-8864 
e-mail: salesiStsailiakinc.com 


INT'L FRANCHISES 


Looking for Intemalional Franchise Opportunities? 

Just published - New 1 P99 Edition 
Imemalinnul Herald Tribune 

International Franchise Guide 

flu* definitive puidr ileviiUrel •-nli'K I*' Inii-iiUilh+lMl HtiiichWlifl. 
nuttier framhlses ;ind area deu-lnpmenl uppoilui lilies. 

Detailed, up-liwlale pnifiles mi the umitls li-.uliiiu Iuler- 
naijuniil fri+nchlsurs and servin' provklei**. ls>2 jwsi^. 1 
(uu-indi's -ihippinal. 

send In I1(T fJlil.fi'. ('»• fb>\ IJWHK fr.vk1.wl < \IMiRWIM 
i^bAi. \I»i|ii-v iKilri. \«S1 1*1 Ml. 

(Si iirf \td 4 evtilfv rial.- 4 .<|i|i|xit.rl«K9).ifrrrej. 

1el:t”.1 ijj KJU-rV47 1 nr ... r ~»rib>mc 

V* 1510) KlSttl W. llcral &^gnbanr ^ 

Web slle hum JftMiflite'Inil.nnii 

K-mali Niunreu*iM5r:m)iliiik nel rHi.miRi.its hum nlo-paLiji 


Import/Export 

BUYING BRANDED GOODS AH tow 
poo®, meadias. tens. cttnawaretayBai. 
ragrarete'cosmritslquofs. toys leaflv- 
woods opocal gol/span ewwl sta 
IKxnorv- "AgerusAJriy free .'retayrre” 
■Cortfterttaliv guarameetT Yamagucin. 
(NY 0«Wt Tel 7IW77-257F. Fax. 
718-494-2969. Email LUX0J?6ari«m 


DUTY FREE CIGARETTES (tewed to 
your doa by mail Ptese vail 
swiiUyfreezDnexont 


Serviced Offices 


We run your office 

Business addresws iiroshed dfees 
mwmg ladles, tugfnecfi equpmem 

togtomNrthertands 
Tel -31 20 520 75 
Italy. Tel *39 02467 122W 
Strtzeilana Tel +4i T 214 ?£ 62 
Nw Yotk. Tel *1 212 605 04 00 


xmw.irwtXTOhvmLcom 

WORLD-WIDE 
| BUSINESS CENTRES 
NETWORK® 


In over I00 CUBS rteitunde 


YOUR OFFICE IN PARIS 

Is ready when you need 8. 

' FiSf tvncxn) modem offices A 
ncetrg moms ro rert by hour-day-momi 
' You atod a penranem base 
‘ Pr«tte mafcn address Al services 
B B E "** 

91, Fbg Saint Honors. 75006 Puis 
Tei +33 (0)14471*36 Fax |Q|1 42661560 

Web: bbsir 



The woilo’s best-known consumer 
elearoncs retailer is offering 
evening opoor.unuies in 
dishibj'ion S local dealerships. 

Contact: 

RadioShadc fixeematliMwl 
New Business Group 
IDO Throckmorton. Suite- BOO 
Fort Worth, TX 75101 
Fax: 817-415-3805 
Phene: 877-415-3475 


Serviced Offices 

New YorWWALL 5TREET OHiee 

SWOtim: Man ?non* Fa> E-Ma.i 
Ccrter^nce fioems Forowd 
Otteei Secrfiion Ter ;i2-543-mt 
rg! 2‘ r-W>2XO Sn-Kr COT 


Partnerships 

PRESTIGE AUTOMOBILE EXPERT mm 
a&rss to Garik repossessions Cats Hum 
•30 Huge profits Financial tanner re- 
qu»5d UK Tel *44 ,0- 1SW 7S6 560 


FOR MORE 
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Oil Prices Are Rising 


Srlbune. jj ow f 0 Worry Sensibly About China in Transition 

i THE WASHINGTON POST */ •/ 


S HANGHAI — Viewed from here. By Thomas L. Friedman not going to do both at the same time- its adaptability, 

there is something incredibly off- J In the long run, China cannot get aJcSSuminS 

base about the China debate gohig on in where it wants to go, in terms of higher couia wib on policy, 

the United Stales today. The best par- in the information age, where inno- living standards, wifeout a radical ^Jf^?h OW ^ekionsoftheold 
allel I can think of is the debate in vation is happening much faster and political and economic restructuring, II “^^ no wcoior U.S.-Chinese 
America about Japan a decade ago. everyone wants something different, will not be able to cure the 40 percent of bovietumou COQSgrvative£ look at 
The debate about Japan was essen- iailored just fot him. its economy that is bankrupt banks and reasons. ■ • ^ 1950 s Soviet 

tially between two schools. The Honda So Japan’s economy would slow to factories without more rule of law, cnma rooay and a 

School argued that the Japanese had a crawl in the 1990s, and the biggest more global integration and invest- union 01 wwer . Chinese in- 
found the secret to endless economic problem America would have wife Ja- men t, and more democratization. nsing atChina today and 

success, from just-in-time inventory to pan would be m a n a ging its weakness. China cannot get from here to there reurenuus igogs Soviet Union 

team manufacturing, and the thing to In other words, the only school miss- with its current corruption-laden, one- v ? r ^ f .® D ? ^ a social collapse 

do was emulate the Japanese model and ing from die debate on Japan was the party system, and moving away from of fflanosi anasoc ^rectness,’’ 
accommodate them as best one could one that reflected reality. The same is that system is going to involve some exoert at Shanghai's 

The General Dousias Mac Arthur true now for China. wrenching changes and internal Yang Jiennan, J". «nirf 


Oil prices are heading up, as Saudi 
Arabia and other producers seek to 
restrain the supply. Those bigberprices 
will dampen the economic boom in the 
United States but will not cause severe 
problems for it The rise should serve 
as a reminder to Americans that energy 
conservation, largely forgotten as oil 
prices have fallen to their lowest level 
m years, remains an important goal. 

The oil-producing countries, meet- 
ing in Vienna, were expected on Tues- 
day to agree to reductions in produc- 
tion totaling about 2 million barrels per 
day. If the cuts are made, that would be 
more than enough to assure that oil 
prices will rise. 

The increases have already begun. 
The benchmark price of west Texas 
intermediate crude oil, which fell from 
above S25 per barrel at the end of 1 996 
to under $1 1 at the end of last year, has 
rebounded to above $15. Demand for 
oil in Asia is beginning to rise as eco- 
nomies start to recover. American gas- 
oline demand has been rising at a fast 
clip due both to the boom in America 


and to the growing sales of inefficient 
sport utility vehicles. 

There are rumors that Saudi Arabia, 
which is to make the biggest cuts, has 
threatened that, if other oil producers 
do not live up to their promises to cut, 
it will produce oil as fast as it can to 
disrupt their markets. Such a move 
would send oil prices plunging, so the 
threat may be enough to restrain pro- 
duction feu- some rime, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that some countries have 
broken previous promises to reduce 
output. Frederick Leuffer, the oil ana- 
lyst at Bear Steams, dunks that the 
price of crude oil could climb back to 
$20 by the end of this year. 

Such a rise would reduce the eco- 
nomic pain for major oil exporters, 
among them Russia and Indonesia, but 
it would slow economic growth in oth- 
er countries. For Americans, the move 
means that inflation is likely to rise, 
albeit not by huge amounts, and that 
spending on consumer goods is likely 
to slow from the recent torrid pace. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


in the information age, where inno- 
vation is happening much faster and 
everyone wants something different, 
iailored just for him. 


not going to do both at the same time, could 
In the long run, China cannot get systonbtxrii alhSsuming 

where it wa^to^,m terms of higher 

living standards, without a radical task for n fthe old 

nolitieal and economic restructuring. ft It B Home how , c _rTi«n«!P! 


political and economic restructuring. B 'ZTcZrtV.S.-ajm** 

wiUnotbeabletocurethe40percentof Soviet Union r « n<:flr vatives look at 
its economy that is bankrupt banks and rotations. ^ 1950 s Soviet 

factnriee wbhont mom role of taw. Chma today and j see me „ 


to me, “but I have seen whathawpenea 
to the former Soviet Union. Thelesson 
is: If conditions are not prepared, and 
we change our system too Quickly, 
there will be great social disorder and 
civil war and the Americans will not 


success, from just-in-time inventory to 
team manufacturing, and the thing to 
do was emulate the Japanese model and 
accommodate them as best one could. 

The General Douglas Mac Arthur 

have found the secret o^sucress but 
they had rigged fee game by closing off 
their markets to others, and the right 
policy was to beat down their walls and 
contain their rising economic jpowex. 

One school was missing from that 
Japan debate: the one arguing that Ja- 
pan's system was deeply flawed, that 
while Japan had a few cutting-edge 
global companies, the rest of its econo- 
my resembled state-owned Communist 
factories, and that the Japanese wiz- 
ardry for making a lot of die same thing 
well would no longer be an advantage 


true now for China. 

There are essentially two schools in 
the China debate. One school says just 
trade with China and everything will 
turn out fine, as China naturally 
prospers. The other argues that China 
will grow stronger and more author- 


wrenching rfrflng»»s and internal 
straissT($ee dictionary for Thailand, 
South Korea and Indonesia.) 

Americans debate about China as 
though President Jiang Zemin woke up 
every morning and said, “Hey, where 
can I threaten America today?’’- Nbn- 


jtflrian at ihe same time, and therefore it - sense. Mr. Jiang wakes up every mom- 
must be contained and tamed now by ing and says to his aides: “What? Our 


U.S. power, before it’s too tale. 

Tune will prove both these schools 
off the mark. I believe that the key 
problem the world will face with China 
in the next decade will be managing its 
weakness. China may grow richer, and 
it may grow more authoritarian, butit is 


come to our rescue. • 

unemployment level is now 101 mil- Let’s have a division ©! . 

lion? But yesterday you told me it was some wray fear 
only 100 milli on.’’ run them off the road, I will worry in at a 

That is whaihe is focused on because is a car carrying l 3 Mfacm 
tha t is what Gan lriil Mm his party fast toward a speed bump, wi 
— not American power. Managing that could come off at any moment. 
(Tima’ s weakness, and the turmoil it The New York runes. 


Ulster Peace in Danger Kosovo Alternative: Help the Kosovars to Fight Back 

& . . , _t« f.v. 


Northern Ireland's peace agreement 
is facing the most serious crisis of its 11 
months of life. David Trimble, the 
Protestant Unionist who is first min- 
ister of Northern Ireland’s new as- 
sembly , is set to appoint a cabinet of 10 
ministers, two of them from the IRA’s 
political wing, Sinn Fein. But he will 
do so only if the IRA starts to turn over 
its buried weapons and explosives. 
Such disarmament, while not required 
now under the peace agreement, is 
clearly reasonable. The IRA's refusal 
to begin even token disarmament could 
destroy the peace. 

The IRA would be more likely to 
compromise if weapons alone were the 
issue. But more important to IRA hard- 
liners are die IRA fighters who pre- 
ceded them, whose memory, they feel, 
would be dishonored by disarmament. 
Symbolism, not militaxy need, is driv- 
ingfee issue. 

The landscape of modem civil war is 
strewn with agreements wrecked over 
disarmament A 1994 peace treaty for 
Angola required die rebel leader Jonas 
Savimbi’s organization to turn in its 
guns. It did not, and last year used them 
to restart the war. After Cambodia’s 
civil war ended in 1991, the United 
Nations failed to disarm Hun Sen's 
forces. He then threatened his way bade 
into power after losing an election. 

The difference in Northern Ireland is 
that disarmament, or decommission- 
ing, should matter little. Urban ter- 
rorism requires only bombs easily built 
after a trip to a hardware and gardening 
store. Unlike Mr. Savimbi and Mr. Hun 
Sen, who wanted power, not peace. 


Sinn Fein’s leaders have staked their 
lives on peace. Some in the IRA may 
desire more violence, but it is credible 
that the organization has genuinely 
changed. So why is the IRA so de- 
termined to keep all its weapons? In 
part because disarmament is a symbol 
of trust, which many Catholics in 
Northern Ireland do not feel. Many 
Catholics do not yei feel safe. 

Sinn Fein leaders argue that Mr. 
Trimble is making demands not re- 

S d by the peace agreement, while 
ges wanted by Catholics, such as 
police reform, are still far off. This is 
correct, but misses the point thai Prot- 
estants also lack trust. Many do not 
believe the IRA has really changed. In 
part because of the IRA's refusal to 
disarm, die peace agreement is in se- 
rious danger of rejection by Protestants 
in the assembly. Allowing Sinn Fein 
ministers into the cabinet before the 
IRA turns over a single gun is seen by 
Protestant groups as surrender. 

London and, notably. Dublin have 
sided with Mr. Trimble on this issue. 

They are asking the IRA to make at 
least a symbolic start toward disarm- 
ament The IRA — and Protestant 
paramilitaries, which are also declin- 
ing to disarm — have so far refused. 

“The dead control the thinking of 
the living," says Paul Arthur, a pro- 
fessor of politics at the University of 
Ulster. Gaoi side constantly asks: How 
much can we give up before we betray 
our dead? They need to be asking: How 
much can we hold back before we 
betray the living? 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Angry Albright Is Right 


The Republican budget resolutions 
that the House and Senate are sched- 
uled to take up this week were savaged 
on Monday with good cause by an 
unlikely figure. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright She called the un- 
realistic spending levels that they im- 
ply for foreign operations “outrageous 
and unacceptable." She said they 
would “take a meat ax to American 
leadership,'’ “require us to underfund 
virtually every major program we 
have" and constitute “a clear and 
present danger to American safety, 
prosperity and values." She added: 
“No member of the House or Senate 
should vote for them without under- 
standing that, or without accepting re- 
sponsibility for the consequences. The 
resolutions should be amended or der 
feated; they should not be approved." 

The complaint illustrates fee phoni- 
ness of the resolutions. To finance a 
showy tax cut while at the same time 
setting aside funds for Social Security 
and allowing for an increase for de- 
fense, the Republicans propose crip- 
pling and unsustainable cuts in spend- 
ing for the rest of government, mainly 
domestic programs but including fee 
functions overseen by the Department 
of State. Not even Republicans think 
that the levels in the resolutions can be 
adhered to. But for now, at least, they 
are busily making a statement The 
secretary made one back. 

The Senate resolution implies a cut 
in the budget for international affairs of 
15 percent below the president's re- 
quest; die House proposal suggests 21 


percent. Both would move spending 
below the level for the current year and 
keep it there for the foreseeable future, 
creating a "foreign policy straitjack- 
et,” Mrs. Albright said. 

She noted that “daring the past week 
the administration has been pummeled 
by some in Congress, not for asking for 
too much but rather for too little, es- 
pecially for embassy security.’’ She 
continued: "I say to my good friends, 
where would you have us cut: the war 
against drugs, the battle against terror, 
our efforts to control the threats posed 
by 'loose nukes’ and the prospect of 
nuclear expertise being put up for sale 
to the highest bidder ... ?" 

A tough attack, and justified. This is 
a hollow, grandstanding budget 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 

Other Comment 
Politically Correct No More 

When the Motion Picture Academy 
approved an honorary Oscar for Elia 
Kazan, their historic decision hastened 
the demise of the “politically correct” 
instinct in America. PC, whatever it 
was, lies in ruins, defeated by art, not 
politics. It never was a movement, 
more like a conditioned reflex or a 
college prank. Mr. Kazan shares his 
triumph with another Greek genius, 
Aristotle, who propounded an iron rule 
of artistic criticism: Judge the work, 
not the author. 

— Martin F. Nolan . commenting 
in The Boston Globe. 
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N EW YORK — Once the 
ethnic Albanians said they 
would sign the Rambouillet 
agreement on temporary auto- 
nomy for Kosovo, leaders of 
the Western alliance declared 
almost in unison: Now the pres- 
sure is on Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic. 

No, it is not Now the pres- 
sure is on NATO to force Mr. 
Milosevic to sign the Ram- 
bouillet agreement. 

This is not only a question of 
semantics. It is a question of 
calling a credible threat a cred- 
ible threat and a dictator a dic- 
tator. And this dictator may 
have reasons not to believe that 
this threat is credible. 

Mr. Milosevic has made 
clear feat he has no intention of 
agreeing to fee military part of 
fee Rambouillet deal, feat is, 
NATO-led international forces 
assuring the reality of autono- 
my on fee ground. 

If fee international negoti- 
ators do not give in and do not 


By Anna Hnsarska 


make concessions to Mr. Mi- 
losevic, it would seem feat no 
NATO troops can deploy in a 
permissive environment unless 
Mr. Milosevic is forced from 
office or into changing his 
mind. It is worth repeating that 
he understands only the argu- 
ment offeree. 

Bnt to use force against him, 
NATO countries would have to 
put their soldiers in harm’s 
way. because bombing alone 
does not remove a dictator, as 
we keep seeing in Iraq. 

Kosovo is a place that fee 
United States is not ready to 
stick oat its neck for, and 
neither are the West Europeans, 
certainly not without American 
necks alongside. The three new 
East European NATO members 
might agree to do it, but feat 
would make every other NATO 
nation look like a sissy. 

Meanwhile, most of fee 2 
million ethnic- Albanians in 


Kosovo are ready to fight fee 
Milosevic forces and to die if 
need be in order to gain in- 
dependence for their homeland. 

Does it not make sense for 
the alliance to use this eager- 
ness of fee ethnic Albanians to 
risk their lives for an inde- 
pendent homeland, and thus to 
present Mr. Milosevic with a 
credible threat of force, a threat 
of ethnic Albanian force? 

So let fee leaks go forth: 
NATO supports the ethnic Al- 
banian fighters and will spare 
no effort in bolstering their fire- 
power as well as their human 
rights record. 

This may sound like a 
bloodthirsty approach, but con- 
ventional finger-wagging and 
fee customary “We wm not 
allow" speeches fail to stop 
carnage on fee ground. 

If such a scenario is scary, 
then is it perhaps scary enough 
to force Mr. Milosevic to sign?- 


And without further carnage? 

During the past few decades 
fee United States has used this 
“our goal, their blood” ap- 
proach wife fee mujahidin in 
Afghanistan and fee contras in 
Nicaragua. 

And there is a recent Balkan 
precedent. The NATO bomb- 
ing of Bosnian Serb positions in 
1995. which forced Mr. Mi- 
losevic to the Dayton nego- 
tiating table, was preceded by a 
crucial ground offensive by 
Croatian forces against Bosnian 
Serbs. Power on fee ground 
speaks to Mr. Milosevic. 

For NATO to back fee Ko- 
sovo liberation Army, the 
KLA would have to start be- 
having like a regular civilized 
army. It would have to stop the 


kidnappin gs and the attacks on 
civilians (Kosovo Serbs or Al- 
banians who may disagree with' 
fee KLA); start respecting the 
basic taws of war and applying 
fee Geneva conventions. 

And if NATO wants to be 


perceived as areal ally of those 
brave ethnic Albanians who are 
ready to give their lives in this 
fight, it would have to rec- 
ognize, at least in principle, that 
fee Kosovo Albanians’ goal of 
independence is a legitimate 
one, although it may be not 
reachable at this stage. 

Russia, fee alliance's ally in 
the Contact Group, would ob- 
viously be very unhappy with 
all this, but Russians failed in 
their attempt to talk Mr. Mi- 
losevic into signing, and there 
is no more time to lose. 

Last Friday, by welcoming 
three new members, NATO 
found itself having a common 
border with a Yugoslavia ruled 
by Slobodan Milosevic. That 
thought should help to con- 
centrate fee alliance’s collective 
mind on s tanding up to him. 

The writer, a fellow at the 
Media Studies Center in New 
York, contributed this comment 
to the Los Angeles Times. 


While Negotiators Dither, Thousands Flee in Distress 


P ARIS — Slobodan Milo- 
sevic has again forced in- 
termediaries to extend fee dead- 
line for agreement on autonomy 
for Kosovo. This adjournment 
poses more urgently than ever 
the question of protection of 
civilian populations. 

Civilians have been forgot- 
ten in the negotiation process. 
Their fate is being left exclus- 
ively to humanitarian aid or- 
ganizations. 

The plight of Kosovo’s ci- 
vilians worsens by fee hour as 
fee fighting between Serbs and 
the Kosovo Liberation Army 
escalates. Once again, entire 
families are being forced to flee 
their villages. 

Mobile clinics operated by 
Mddecins da Monde in four 
municipalities are assisting 
thousands of displaced persons, 
many of them destitute, ter- 


By Jacky Maniou 


rorized and exhausted after 
trekking for several days with- 
out sustenance. 

These newly displaced per- 
sons join other thousands al- 
ready in fee four towns, which 
were partly destroyed during 
Serbian offensives last year. 

A study of fee four zones by 
M&lecins du Monde found feat 
close to 7,000 homes were de- 
stroyed. Yet 30,000 refugees 
were on hand last month before 
fee current influx. 

The health and food situation 
is extremely .precarious. As 
many as 50 men, women and 
children can be found sharing a 
single room. They take toms 
sleeping and keeping warm. 

Some of the new arrivals say 
they had to leave elderly people 
or invalids behind in their home 


villages. Some families have 
abandoned their homes for the 
second or third time. 

Most of fee displaced chil- 
dren are unable to attend school 
because fee schools are already 
overcrowded. Many show signs 
of extreme anxiety. 

The uncertainty wife which 
these people are confronted, as . 
they constantly fear a new at- 
tack, aggravates fee general de- 
terioration of health. 

M 6 decins dn Monde is trying 
as best it can to protect these 
people. As a humanitarian or- 
ganization, it cannot interfere in 
the fighting or prevent fee flow 
of displaced persons. It can 
only provide health care and 
food, and let these refugees 
know that they have not been 
completely forgotten. 


The civilians of Kosovo 
. should not have to pay the price 
for fee slow pace of nego- 
tiations and fee power straggle 
between Mr. Milosevic and the 
international community. This 
is not a case of a disembodied 
diplomatic negotiation. The 
lives of many thousands of 
people are at stake. 


Every day feat passes with- 
out a political resolution results 
in more displaced persons and 
heightens fee humanitarian 
emergency in Kosovo. 

Dr. Mamou is president cf 
Midecins du Monde. He con- 
tributed this comment to the 
International Herald Tribune. 


Past Bluffing Has Made Things Worse 


Houses Can Be Built and Paid For 


By Millard Fuller and Richard Stearns 


A MERICUS, Georgia — 
Houses have political, 
economic and spiritual signif- 
icance that cannot be con- 
tained within four walls. 

A single home has tittle that 
is intrinsically spiritual or 
powerful, but personalities, 
for good or for bad, are shaped 
forever within its walls. 

A single home has tittle eco- 
nomic impact on an area, bnt a 
cluster of homes creates a com- 
munity that creates an econo- 
my of demand and supply. 

A single home rarely has 
political significance. Yet 
during times of political up- 
heaval, when communities or 
regions are targeted for take- 
over, it is individual homes 
that foil victim. The burned 
out or leveled homes signal 
feat the residents were unwel- 
come, as in the Balkans. 

Those displaced by such 
conflicts are just a fraction of 
more than a billion people 
worldwide with substandard 
housing or no housing at all. 

We have fee technical 
know-how to house everyone 
in the world. Weeven have the 
financial resources to do ta All 
feat is missing is the wilL 
Lack of access to land is a 
major impediment to adequate 
housing, as jobs and popula- 
tions shift from forms to urban 
industries. In rapidly growing 
cities, shantytowns spring up 
on land whose ownership can 
be uncertain. From So weto to 
Rio de Janeiro to Manila, mil- 
lions of people are bom, live 
and die in homes built oh land 
they will never own. 


Without legal protection, 
squatters lack incentives to 
improve their homes. They 
live in constant fear of being 
forced out by landlords, sol- 
diers or police. In most cases, 
critical services like water and 
sanitation are denied. 

There are models of part- 
nership among governments, 
private organizations and in- 
dividuals to help address fee 
housing issue. A case in point 
is Maragondon, a community 
of 31,500 south of Manila. 
The name means “resounding 
noise" in Tagalog. Maragon- 
don was the birthplace a cen- 
tury ago of fee Filipino rev- 
olution against Spain. 

In recent decades, the Phil- 
ippines has seen by rapid, un- 
sustainable urbanization. By 
the early 1990s an estimated 
18 million Filipinos lived in 
more than 215 squatter slums. 
Housing is a high priority of 
President Joseph Estrada’s ad- 
ministration. It has sought fee 
aid of businesses and inter- 
national donors. Half of fee 
country's 73 million people 
live in poverty. 

In Maragondon, squatter 
homes are in undesirable and 
often dangerous locations: 
near fee ocean shore, vulner- 
able to typhoons; at fee edge 
of a quarry, where fee air is 
thick wife dust; on other 
people’s land, from which res- 
idents are displaced at wilL 

Habitat for Humanity, a 
nonprofit, ecumenical Chris- 
tian organization, is a partner 
in the effort to help move fam- 
ilies from squatter shacks to 


solid homes. Since 1976 it has 
assisted in fee construction of 

70.000 homes throughout fee 
world, including 2,000 in fee 
Philippines. 

Prospective homeowners in 
Maragondon help build their 
own houses and those of their 
neighbors. They will repay fee 
cost of construction with no- 
interest loans. Their payments 
will help boild homes in the 
Philippines and elsewhere. 

Some of these new homes 
are being built on 3.27 hec- 
tares of land procured by 
World Vision, a Christian hu- 
manitarian organization tfant 
has been working with Mar- 
agondon residents since 1990. 
Acquisition of the land and 
rezoning took two years. 

Former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter anri his wife 
Rosalynn were joining about 

8.000 volunteers in the Phil- 
ippines this week to build 250 
houses there. Hundreds more 
homes will be built over fee 
next 12 months. 

Japanese donors will sup- 
port micro-enterprise efforts 
to enable families to meet 
their mortage payments. Lo- 
cal authorities will provide 
roads, sanitation services and 
other facilitieS- 

In Maragondon right now, 
fee “resounding noise" is of 
rasping cinder block and plop- 
ping mortar. 

Mr . : Fuller is president cf 
Habitat for Humanity Inter- 
national. Mr. Steams is pres- 
ident of World Vision, United 
States. They contributed this 
comment to the International 
Herald Tribune. 


D URING the last year the 
■United States and NATO 
have repeatedly warned and 
threatened Slobodan Milosevic. 

of Ivosovo, he has been toldfor 
NATO will carry out air attacks 
on Serbian forces. 

He treated the threats con- 
temptuously, as bluffs. And feat 
is what they have been so for. 
The record is an object lesson in 
how not to conduct policy. 

The credibility of the United 
States has been severely dam- 
aged in fee world. 

The 90 percent of Kosovars 
who are of ethnic Albanian ori- 
gin have paid a terrible price in 
human terms. Hundreds of 
thousands have been displaced 
from their homes. 

Bill Clinton ignored fee over- 
whelming lesson of past deal- 
ings wife Mr. Milosevic. That is 
that you must act immediately 
when be starts killing people, or 
things will get worse. 

In 1991, President George 
Bush and his secretary of state, 
James Baker, did nothing when 
Mr. Milosevic’s army shelled 
Croatian cities. Mr. Milosevic 
went on to fee murderous war in 
Bosnia, wife Mr. Bush and then 


Mr. Clinton dithering untiL fi- 
nally, die Dayton peace con- 
ference was convened. 

Mr. Milosevic began his 
killing in Kosovo a year ago, 
when Serbian artillery and tanks 
pulverized several villages. At 
that point, limited bombing by 
the United States and NATO 
would have stopped him. But 
there was only empty talk, so be 
turned the screw farther. 

By delaying, Mr. Clinton 
greatly increased fee cost of any 
eventual intervention. 

. The Clinton administration 
has said feat U.S. ground forces 
will go into Kosovo only if there 
is a permissive environment 
What is fee plan if the envir- 
onment is one of Serbian polit- 
ical and military resistance? 

After the folly of the last 
year, there is no easy option. 
But fee worst would be to do 
nothing. That would intensify 
terror in Kosovo. And it would 
devastate the credibility of 
NATO and the United States. 

“Hesitation is a license to 
kill," Mr. Clinton said on Fri- 
day. It is better for him to learn 
that late than never. 

— Anthony Lews, writing 
in The New York Tunes. 


IN OUR PAGES; 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO 


1899: Culinary Crisis 

PARIS — (The Herald says in 
an Editorial:] What is the cause 
cf fee “culinary crista"? It is the 
evil of fee “fiveo’clock” which 
leads to unpunctuality at dinner. 
It ta all fee fault of the ladies. 
Instead of taking a cup of tea and 

a biscuit at 5 p jn., they go in for 
a regular feed of indigestible 
delicacies, and fee “five 
o’clock" ta prolonged till 7 p.m. 
Small wonder if they feel little 
inclination for dinner and put the 
meal off. And when they do sic 


any dishes, because they want to 
go to fee theatre or a party. 

1924: Dace’s Oration 

ROME — Amid founders of 
applause, Signor Mussolini, foe 
Fascist Dace and Premier, ad- 
vanced to deliver his great elec- 
tomlspeech on fee occasion of 
fee fifth anniversary of fee 
foundation of his movement. 


He defined Fascism ns s tanding 
for a strong State to defend itself \ ■ 4 
from attacks from abroad and iff. a : . 
from disintegrating tendencies h - 
from within. “Fascism,” he 
said, "means the collaboration 
of all classes, fee respect of re- 
tigion and fee development of 
all national energies. It is a doc- . 
trine of life and not of death." 

1949: Nehru on War t . 

NEW DELHI — Any attempt 
to regiment the world in a par- 
ticular economic pattern could r 
be a cause of war, Indian Pretni-" ‘ ‘ • 
er Jawaharlal Nehru said: The ’ • 
wisest course, he said, ta to al- - ", } 

low each nation to work out its " 
own destiny. Two other thing s i’ • 
which could lead to war, he . . > 
said, are colonialism, as in fa-ijA ’ 
donesia, which - results in a vi- • *• 

emus circle of mutual intolei- 
eace, and racial intolerance, as 
m South Africa, which offers a ; 
c ®tilenge to the self-respect of : I . 
millions of colored people. ~ ' 




*■» 
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Paying Homage to India’s Democracy 


N EW DELHI _ When I 
was young in India, for 
Jour yean, I reported a story I 
wrote of as "the great Si- 
venrure and believed was 
one of the most important of 
our century. 

During the decade after In- 
ata became .independent - 


By A. M. Rosenthal 


" * Ihih'!?) tuiy a f°- 1 rel 'sbed investment? 
that «oiy: Almost alone 


Another is his still-forming 
economic strategy. How far 
and fast will he move India 
from its mixture of private 
enterprise and strangulation 
by regulation toward eco- 
nomic openness inviting to 




among countries newly freed 
from colonialism, India had 
chosen and kept democracy 
as ns governance. The others 
mostly went quickly under 
hard-boot government — 
communism, fascism, milit- 
arism. junta ism, whatever it 
chose to be called. 

Each time I return, 1 know 
India's decision remains cen- 
tral and hopeful for itself and 
the world. But America and 
its allies think about India 
with a mixture of condescen- 
sion and irritability at its de- 
sire to be seen and heard — 
w hen they think of it at all. 
\ Every Indian government 
^ has resented “India Who?” 
but somehow managed to 
carry on. For precisely a year, 
for instance. India has been 
. w riling some pages in its his- 
tory that may shape the ad- 
venture as none since Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru 
died in 1964 and his Congress 
Party ousted itself from power 
by arrogance and corruption. 

The current governing co- 
alition. 14 ponies headed by 
the Hindu-centered Bharatiya 
Janata Party, will stay in 
power or lose it depending on 
three things. 

One is the ability of Prime 
Minister Ala) Bihari Vaj- 
payee to wean his party from 
the wildly bigoted Hindu-first 
hard-liners and toward a 
moderation they detest. 
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Regarding “Israel's Symbol 
•serves Recognition by the 
..ed Cross ' (Opinion. March 
IS i hy David 4. Harris: 

In his article on the relations 
between Israel’s Magen Dav- 
id Adorn and the International 
Red Cross and Red Crescenr 
Movement, which includes 
the International Committee 
of the Red Cross , Mr. Harris, 
executive director of the 
American Jewish Committee, 
expresses an understandable 
frustration. The issue has been 
one of concern for the move- 
ment and efforts are being 
made to remedy the situation. 
Let me therefore set out the 
facts, which clearly demon- 
strate that we are not pursuing 

policy of ■■discrimination” 
and * ’exclusion” against 
Magen David Adorn by not 
admitting that society into the 
international federation. 

Contrary to Mr. Harris’s as- 
sertion. the international fed- 
eration does not at present 
have the power to admit 
Magen David Adorn. A so- 
ciety can only become a mem- 
ber once it is recognized. The 
conditions for recognition are 
not determined by the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement alone. The Geneva 
conventions, to which 188 
states, including Israel, are 
now panics, form the legal 
basis upon which the move- 
ment operates, and recognize 
only three emblems, one of 
which has fallen into disuse 
since the Iranian revolution. 
The remaining two, the red 
tros* and the red crescent, are 
used by the 175 societies that 
have been recognized by the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross and admitted to 
ihe international federation. 

There are- a number of 
states and societies, including 
Magen David Adorn, which 
have problems using one of 
the two emblems, and some 
would like to use both. Be- 
cause of this, in 1995, the 
movement initiated a process 
of studying solutions to these 
issues, including, as Mr. Har- 
ris suggests, the possible use 
of a new third emblem for 
states and societies that have a 
problem with the existing rec- 
rttgnized emblems. 

A solution is nor. however. 
in the hands of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent. Informal 
consultations are being held 
in order to determine which 
solution would be acceptable 
to states as any solution 
woulJ require either change 
to. or exemption from, the 
provisions of the Geneva con- 
ventions and needs the con- 
sent of all parties. 

I should also not forget to 
mention and praise here tne 
increasingly excellent co- 
operation between Mage 
Dai id Adorn and our move- 
ment in activities on behalf ot 

the vulnerable people in Is 
1 and elsewhere. 

GEORGE WEBER. 

Geneva. 


* 




The writer is secretary > 
•jencral of the ^rnaiwml 
Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies. 


But to move at all be will 
have to end the outbreak of 
persecution of the small 
Christian minority. Churches 


Christians are only 2 per- 
cent of India's billion people. 
But whai one minority suf- 
fers, all others fear. 

The persecution is the 
work of Hindu nationalists 
supporting Mr. Vajpayee. He 
will have to choose between 
issuing one more denunci- 
ation of the persecution and 
taking action that will cost 
him extremist backing that 


India’s leaders have failed the people . 
But Indians have consistently insisted 
on their own fundamentalism - the 
right to vote politicians into office . 


have been burned, worship- 
pers beaten and murdered. 

The police dawdle. A gov- 
ernment investigation com- 
mission has publicly pro- 
tested its lack of resources 
and power. 

This in a country where a 
man once considered an un- 
touchable is president, where 
almost every minority — 
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, 
Jews, Buddhists — have 
reached high office, where 
Mother Teresa received a 
slate funeral. 

It is a country where civil 
peace depends on the con- 
stitutional guarantees of 
equality among India’s reli- 
gions — almost as many as 
the world’s. 


helped bring him to office. 

All these years, India’s 
political and religious leaders 
and its wealthy have failed the 
Indian people. For hundreds 
of millions, the poverty still is 
an insult to their very human- 
ity. 

India still has enough 
street-sleepers to populate a 
sizable nation. Scores of 
thousands in its capital live in 
hovels built on stilts so that 
perhaps during monsoons 
open sewers will not flood 
inside with excrement. 

But through it ail Indians 
consistently insisted on their 
own fundamentalism — the 
righr to vote politicians inio 
office, or out. 

The West sometimes re- 


members India, as when India 
wins its attention by carrying 
out nuclear tests. 

But Kosovo. Bosnia. So- 
malia, bananas — those are 
the bie “foreign” concerns 
for .Americans." 

Also: Can America suc- 
ceed in appeasing China, 
which is a perpetual threat to 
India? Can the United States 
make China stronger with 
trade that costs America mil- 
itary secrets and a yearly 
commercial imbalance of $50 
billion? 

Europeans at least are con- 
sistent. historically regarding 
Asia as a mango to be sliced 
up or squeezed into juice. 

Strange thing — not a 
Western word is said about 
where the world would be if 
Indians had chosen the Mao 
or Stalin way. or Saddam 
Hussein's. We certainly 
would not be one bit con- 
descending or irritable about 
India. 

We would be too busy wor- 
rying about how to deal with a 
totalitarian axis running 
through Asia, the Pacific, the 
Middle East and Eastern 
Europe, with headquarters in 
Beijing, Moscow and New 
Delhi — if w'e were allowed 
to deal at all. 

Indians chose the freedom 
of democracy for their sakes. 
not ours. 

Still, it is nice to remember 
that choose it they did, and 
still are. 

The .W* liwt 7»ifr* 


For Academics , loo, It’s all in the Telling 


A USTIN. Texas — Recently, sev- 
eral articles in American news- 
papers have described the irrelevance 
of professors to the nation's political 
and cultural life. 

Some see this as evidence of Amer- 
ica's historic hostility to intellectuals. 
Others cite the diminishing sales Fig- 
ures for scholarly books on public af- 
fairs. and the resulting unwillingness 
of publishers to invest in works -not 
aimed at a mass market. 

The articles all concede, however, 
that most American academics write 
miserably. I do not think this is because 

MEANWHILE 

scholars are uninterested in social 
problems, or lack the skill to compose a 
lucid sentence. Nor does their fascin- 
ation with complicated ideas compel 
them to choose a bigger word when a 
smaller one will do. No. academics 
write badly on purpose. Why? 

One motive is fear. Graduate stu- 
dents and assistant professors are ter- 
rified of unemployment. They know 
that members of hiring and promotion 
committees like to clone themselves. 
So academic neophytes adopt an eso- 
teric language designed to please their 
mentors, and the scholarly experts who 
recommend or reject a manuscript for 
publication. They leant to use trend.v 
post-modernist words like “dis- 
course" and “contextualize." and to 
mention everything ever w ritten about 
their subject. I have often heard my 
younger colleagues refer to their first 
uork"as a "tenure book" which will 
get them a secure job. but is not de- 


Bv Richard Pells 


signed to be a means of communicating 
with the outside world. 

.Another motive is snobbery. Aca- 
demics are dismisrfui of best-sellers. 
They reject the idea that a widely read 
book might be good. They suspect that 
to write "a popular book, an academic 
must be superficial and willing to settle 
for sound biles. There is no harsher 
epirher in a scholar’s vocabulary than 
to call a book “journalistic." 

Vet scholarly prose is often unin- 
telligible not so much because pro- 
fessors are anxious about their careers, 
or indifferent to how many books they 
sell, or prisoners of a hierarchical 
world that demands stylistic conform- 
ity. Academics pay little attention to 
the clarity or elegance of their sen- 
tences because they regard themselves 
as scholars first and writers second. 

As scholars, they want mainly to talk 
to other specialists in their “field." 
Moreover, many academics enjoy re- 
search. and are euphoric when they 
discover a trove of letters in someone's 
attic. They cannot wait to publish their 
findings. What matters to them is the 
information and the method by which it 
was obtained, not the language in 
which it is conveyed. Academics rarely 
think of research as something one 
does offstage, before the curtain goes 
up and the real performance — which 
is the writing — begins. 

Yet books, even scholarly books, are 
performances, just like movies or plays. 
We may not know much about the 
camera work or the stage directions, but 


when we attend a performance, we 
want to be moved and engaged by what 
we are seeing. What count* in a w riiten 
performance is not the theoretical ap- 
paratus or ihe research techniques but 
the writer's “voice.” 

If academics thought of themselves 
as writers, their sensitivity to their audi- 
ence would intensify. They might want 
to be read not just by their peers but by 
readers in other fields or people with no 
connection at all to the university. 

Some American academics have 
wrinen successfully for both a scholarly 
and a general audience. In the 1950s ; 
David Rics man's “The Lonely Crowd" 
and John Kenneth Galbraith's "The Af- 
fluent Society" influenced millions of 
readers. More recently, Harold Bloom's 
“Shakespeare: The Invention of the Hu- 
man" has reached a wide audience be- 
cause it was not addressed exclusively 
to Shakespearean scholars. 

But too many academics, including 
historians, are content to write only for 
one another. The result is char Amer- 
ica's scholars are increasingly isolated 
from the public, with little impact on 
social issues or cultural trends. 

Worst of all. academics are not put- 
ting on a good show. Which i» why 
America ns these days learn their his- 
tory from Steven Spielberg or James 
Cameron, rather than from us. 


The writer, a historian at the Uni- 
versity Texas, is the author of “Sot 
Like Us; How Europeans Have Lined. 
Hated, and Transformed American 
Culture Since World Mar If. " He con- 
tributed this i on mem to the Interna- 
tional Herald Tribune 
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Seeing Jazz in Black and White 


P 


By Mike Zwerin 

Inh'riu tiuMl Herald Tribune 

ARJS — Subtitled “White Mu- 
sicians and Their Contribution to 
Jazz. 1 915-1945,” Richard Sud- 
halter's book “Lost Chords” is 


vided by race is simplistic at best. Ac- 
tually. die “influence” has beat multi- 


phenomenon.” writes Sudhalter, and 
then they became a “musical landmark." 


directional, person-to-person, epoch-to- They had a “surefire formula for sue- 
epoch and place-to-pface as much as cess.” They were “clean-cut, good-look- 
color-to-color. To understand about ing f well-spoken and musically no worse 
“not deserving die dignity of a re- than anyone else.” Questions arise. 


based on the premise that white jazz more energetically you refute the color- 


sponse." understand that the better and Would they have been as successful if 


musicians who worked in the music's based premise in the subtitle, the more 
formative years spent their careers over- credibility you give it. An intelligently 
looked, made underrated music and reasoned rebuttal means that the question 


in the subtitle, the more 


were the victims of reverse racism, 
known as Crow Jim. 

The trumpeter Clark Terry, who 
is black, once remarked: "A note 
don’t know who blew it.” And 
Jack Teagarden said to Louis Arm- 
strong: “You a spade and I'm an 
ofay. We got the same soul. Let’s 
blow.' ' Both quotes are used in the 
book and add to the controversy 
that is growing around it This 
month, the saxophonist Branford 
Marsalis reacted to all of it with 
quiet venom: “It does not deserve 
the dignity of a response. It's not 
an argument I’m prepared to de- 
vote five minutes to." 

This 747-page volume is going 
to fly, however, like it or nor. Ir will 
take' up shelf space in book shops, 
libraries and universities for years 
to come. Comprehensive yet an 
easy read, dealing with such in- 
teresting people as Miff Mole. Pee 
Wee Russell and Artie Shaw, well 
researched by a respected scholar 
(Sudhalter cowrote a biography 
of Bix Beiderbecke), it is being 
reviewed and taken seriously by 
other scholars. Nor responding 
mighr also be undignified. 

Sudhalter's article explaining 
his book ran on the front page of 
the Arts & Leisure section or The 
New York Times on Jan. 3. Two 


is worth serious thought and discussion. 



Thf Pre~« 


weeks later, there was a half page The jazz cornetist Bix Beiderbecke in 
of letters of response from readers. Davenport . Iowa . in a 1921 photograph. 


pro and con. Hie spin is that “Lost 
chords’' is a big book. 

Sudhalter, who has been called the 
Patrick Buchanan of jazz, denies he is 
belittling the importance of the African- 
American contribution. (He also is a 
professional trumpeter) Presenting his 
case, he writes that black musicians' 
“primacy, and the reverence in which 
they are held, belong to the unquestioned 
foundation on which the entire edifice 
rests.” However, “mounting scholarly 
evidence indicates that a distinct, sig- 
nificant and creative white presence has 
existed in jazz from its first days.” Hie 
influence has been, he concludes, “in- 
controverdbly two-way.” 

Hie assumption that the land is di- 


To draw' a parallel, a white musician 
was engaged by the U.S. State Depart- 
ment ro tour apartheid-ruled South 
Africa with a racially integrated quartet. 
The leader soon realized that three black 
musicians would be back to the plan- 
tation in the days of slavery. Only one 
would be tokenism. It had to be two plus 
two. And so even trying to be “fair” 
about it, and even before he had left 
home, he found himself obliged to think 
in racial terms, which he had always tried 
to avoid. He remembered the Bob Dylan 
line about people wanting to drag you 
down into me hole that they're in. 

The California Ramblers, the ’20s 
band led by Adrian Rollioi, was a “social 


they had been black? And if they have 
since been forgotten, are we to under- 
stand that it is because they were white? 

The stuff all leads to the same pre- 
dictable segregated place. It is not unlike 
a French thinker advertising the 
I superiority of French thought 
amid the surrounding Anglo- 
American world. Or, for that mat- 
ter, like a French jazz musician 
talking about how the Americans 
think they own all die licks. 

After the “greats." most of 
whom were black, invented the 
music, the mass of people who 
followed were just that: a mass of 
followers. Below the genius level, 
we all tend to resemble one an- 
other. Some were more creative 
titan others. Whether they were 
also lighter or darker is less im- 
portant. Jazz now crosses borders 
all the time. Passports are no 
longer required. Everybody is in- 
fluencing everybody everywhere; 
each of them takes the culture 
their own way. Thousands of 
ways. 

Looking ai it from today 's point 
of view, the musicians Sudhalter 
writes about are far away from any 
definition of anything resembling 
the cutting edge. Their influence 
has long since been assimilated. 
Consequently, the subject is of 
secondary interest. No more, no 
less than, say. segregated black 
bands in the Midwest during the 
same time frame. 

During the time discussed in 
this book, almost every jazz play- 
er. no matter what color, worked 
in the musical equivalent of the Negro 
baseball leagues. Separate but unequal, 
they plied their trade before small 
crowds on the outskirts of history. Their 
triumphs went unnoticed. Halls of Fame 
ignored them. Orchestral musicians 
oissed them. Paid in inverse proportion 
to their love of their work, badmouthed 
by pop musicians who were jealous that 
they played so well, drinking themselves 
to death when they found they did not 
know how to compromise, all were he- 
roes. 

Back then, black and white heroes 
could not play in the same bands. 
Wouldn't it be nice if they could be in the 
same book now? 


BOOKS 


CAIRO 

The City Victorious 

By Mav Rodenbeck. 300 pages. 
$2750. Alfred A. Knopf. 
Reviewed by Edward 
Mortimer 

I F THE BEST RULERS are 
those who do not seek 
power, perhaps sometimes 
the best books are those 
whose authors tried not to 
write them. 

Max Rodenbeck is such an 
author. He is well aware of the 
pirfalls of a genre that one of 
his predecessors, as long ago 
as 1876, called “the turbid 
overflow of journalizing 
travel.’ ’ Books about cities, he 
told the friend who first urged 
him to write one on Cairo, 
“were of two kinds. They 
were either travelogues or his- 
tories, and 1 knew that while a 
travel story could barely 
scratch the surface of Cairo's 
depth, a straight history was 
sure to founder in the immens- 
ity of the city’s pasL” 

Also, he admits, at that 
time he was “falling out of 
love" with a city that was 
changing too fast, and in ways 
he did not like. Later, after a 
three- year absence, he relen- 
ted. deciding the book was. 
after all, an "offering" he 
owed to the city that “had 
given me so many stories and 
whose people had been so un- 
failingly 1 and." 


So which is it, travelogue 
or history? A bit of both. But 
Rodenbeck. a correspondent 
for The Economist, eludes the 
pitfalls of both genres. His 
travels about the city, which 
has been his home on and off 
since age 2, certainly do much 
more than scratch the surface. 
And yet his history does skim 
gracefully over that immense 
past without getting sucked 
into ir. 

Approach Cairo from the 
air and you see at once why it, 
and the various Egyptian cap- 
itals that preceded it in that 
short stretch of valley — 
Memphis, Heliopolis, Baby- 
lon la Roman name), Fustat 
— are where they are. It is 
there that the thin green snake 
of the Nile Valley, so tightly 
and clearly bounded by desert 
for huadreds of miles south- 
ward, suddenly opens our ro 
the north in the great triangle 
of the Delta. Here is the un- 


mistakable gateway between 
Upper and Lower Egypt, the 
point that any ruler of both 


kingdoms since 3000 B.C. 
has had to control. 

Rodenbeck rightly dwells 
on the shape of Cairo: on the 
way its center has migrated 
through the millenniums 
within this short stretch of the 
narrow valley, as successive 
rulers or ruling elites have 
sought to shake free of the 
teeming masses and build 
new, salubrious compounds 
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for themselves and their Prae- 
torian Guards. e 

The city's geography, he 
suggests, reflects a sharp and 
enduring gap between public 
and private behavior be- 
tween those with money to 
spend, who spend it reck- 
lessly in a desperate attempt 
to keep up appearances, and 
those without, who live in 
conditions of cheerful and un- 
inhibited squalor. 

“Poorer Cairenes seemed 
to have more fun.” a visitor 
who arrived with Napoleon in 
1798 noted: and according to 
Rodenbeck they still do, in- 
dulging “more freely than 
their ‘betters' in drug-taking, 
flirting, joke-making and 
general tomfoolery. ' He 
contrasts the joie de vivre of 
weddings in the "Popular 
Quarters ” — * ‘mixucamivals 
packed with spontaneous rev- 
elry’’ — with “the costly 
ballroom affairs of the jich,” 
which are “monotonously 
staid.” 

And, he goes on, it may 
also be “ a comfort to Cairo's 
poor that time is probably on 
their side. One day, if history 
is destined to repeat itself, the 
spacious quarters of the rich 
will be theirs. The fact is that 
the city's multiple avatars 
have all been bom as exclus- 
ive zones for the elite but have 
ended their days in the hands 
of the people. If there is one 
trait that has always marked 
this city, it is this eternal, rest- 
less shifting.” Each pharaoh 
probably built a palace com- 
plex next to his pyramid: 
After his death the court 
moved on and the poor 
moved in, building mud nuts 
inside the temple courtyard 
and turning it into “a kind of 
sacred slum.” And three mil- 
lenniums later, Muslim rulers 
followed a similar pattern, re- 
peatedly abandoning older 
quarters “that had grown too 
dense for courtly luxury." 

In more recent times, the 
elegant boulevards laid out by 
Khedive Ismail in the 19th 


century have become more 
and more crowded, dusty and 
down at heel: “In once-gra- 
cious garden districts such as 
Maadi, Heliopolis and Za- 
malek, high-rises have sup- 
planted villas as fast as 
sledgehammers and pile 
drivers can pound.” Even 
new districts such as Muhand- 
isin, west of the river, have 
"succumbed to degenirifica- 
tion” as today's super-rich 
literally head for the hills. 

It doesn’t sound very at- 
tractive, and indeed few 
people would be attracted by 
any purely factual description 
of late-20rii-cemury Cairo. It 
is a very dirty, overpopulated, 
crumbling place, with a large 
number of very poor people 
and a small number of very 
unprepossessing rich ones. 

Rodenbeck does aot con- 
ceal any of this. He does man- 
age to communicate some- 
thing of the unique charm that 
draws so many visitors back 
to Cairo. 

“The decay may be sad,” 
Rodenbeck says, "bur in 
compensation the place is 
alive. It is a city in progress, 
with aothing of the pickled, 
sterilized quality of many a 
European Altstadt or the re- 
surrected cuteness of colonial 
Williamsburg.” The narrow 
lanes “are still no wider than 
the medievally prescribed 
breadth of two laden camels, 
and the)' are still largely ped- 
estrian. Aside, that is. from 
the beasts of burden that have 
replaced the once ubiquitous 
donkey’s, which is to say di- 
minutive Suzuki trucks rigged 
with Taiwanese sirens that 
play the ‘Lambada’ tune." 

The temptation is to go on 
quoting, for much of the book 
is in the same vein. But I hope 
by now I have conveyed the 
flavor of it, as it so richly 
conveys that of the city. 

Eduard Mummer, author 
of " Faith and Power: The 
Politics of Islam." wrote this 
for The New York Times. 
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Dhobi Oparei. left, as Hector and Raymond Coulrhard as Achilles in “Troilus and Cressida" at the Nanonal. 

A Glorious ‘Troilus and Cressida’ 


By Sheridan Morley 

liutnhtriiiiint Herald Tribune 

L ONDON — Almost two years 
after he replaced Richard Eyre 
as its director, we at last have 
the real opening of die Trevor 
Nunn National Theatre. True, he has not 
been exactly idle in the meantime, what 
with “Oklahoma” now in the West End, 
and his “Not About Nightingales” tri- 
umphing on Broadway wirh Corin 
Redgrave at the head of the original 
Anglo-American cast. 

But Nunn's production, with John 
Caird. on the Olivier stage of “Troilus 
and Cressida." the darkest and most 
difficult of all Shakespeare's war plays, 
also marks the opening of a permanent 
company at the National that will play 
for a year on all three stages in every- 
thing from Gorky to Leonard Bernstein. 
And the choice of ‘‘Troilus "for openers 
is probably not accidental, given that it 
was with precisely this cynical mas- 
terpiece that Peter Hall first established 
the birth of his Royal Shakespeare Com- 
pany at Stratford back in 1960 in the 
famous “sandbox" production. 

Until this century, the play was hardly 
seen; but since the First War, that has all 
changed as directors and actors and audi- 
ences alike have realized that, in all its 
bleak and black satirical glory, this “wars 
and lechery” masterpiece is the most 
consistently topical of all the Bard. 

This does not mean, of course, that (as 
in a recently dire RSC staging at the 
Barbican) you have to set ir in con- 
temporary Bosnia or Northern Ireland in 
the desperate search for relevance and 
involvement. But “Troilus” does in fact 
play directly to Nunn's considerable 
strengths as a director — an epic, 
sprawling tapestry of the Trojan Wars, 
with a spotlight forever switching from 
one characteno another and one subplot 
to the next. The only real surprise here is 
that Boulblil/Schonberg never con- 
sidered its possibilities as a musical. 

Nunn's new company is already just 
terrific: Such experienced character play- 
ers 'as Denis Quiiley, Oliver Cotton, Dav- 
id Burt and Oscar James join such relative 
newcomers as tin the tide roles) Peter de 
Jersey and Sophie Okenedo, while the 
magnificently evil double-act of Pandarus 
and Thersites is brought ro sinister life by 
David B amber and Jasper Britton. 


In its long, tortured and torturous de- by a radiant Judy Garland, but by a 
bate about me ethics of war and peace, suicidal Anna Karenma about ro hurl 
the uses of ego and self -Genial, herself under its wheels. 

“Troilus" runs almost four hours: but it Alessandrini is far and away the 
is just great to have this one back in its greatest unsung satirist of our showbiz 
full, complex Shakespearean glory. And times, and his passion for Broadway (or 
above all, after the fiasco of the Sean at least the Broadway past) in ml its 
Mathias “Antony & Cleopatra" on this awful hits and flops is still what shines 


same Olivier stage a few months ago, it 
is good ro know that the National is back 
in the serious Shakespeare business. 


Despite the evidence of this year’s 


through every savage attack he makes. 
Until you have seen the whole of "Les 
Miserables” performed in five minutes 
by four people pretending to be on a 
revolving stage, you haven’t lived in the 
world of latterday rrans-Atlantic mu- 
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Oscars and a Broadway unusually full of sicals at all. Philip George triurn phaniiy 
British actors and dramatists, theatrical directs a local quartet (Sophie-Louise 
crossings of the Atlantic are never quite Dann, Mark O ’Malley, AJastair Robins 


crossings of the Atlantic are never Quite Dann, Mark O Mailey, 
as easy as the musicals of Andrew Lloyd and Christine Pedt) in t 
Webber and Cameron Mackintosh have of the 1990s, an acid 
made them seem. If they were, we'd have business that is show, 
had “The Mousetrap” on Broadway for r-i 

half a century and "The Fantasticks" LJ 

would be celebrating a similar birthday After their triumph 1 
over here. “Tarry Flynn,” the 

But visitors to New York, for the last Theatre’s director -chon 
20 years or so, have come across Conall Monisoi 

“Forbidden Broadway." Ger- EdSEEKl ger (who have 
ard Alessandrini’ s savagely bril- T H E & T - E . R . the highly succe 
liant succession of revues par- RJ® “Martin Guem 

odying the Great White Way and IjCiIa I gional British 
usually seen over a drink at a way-bound) ha 

dinner theater. Over here, the South Bank witi 

show has been tried once or . — • — rediscovery, this 

twice without much success, and often Dion Boucicault epic n 
fallen foul of tougher British libel laws. Colleen Bawu." This 
But now at last, hooray and hallelujah, we silent movie 40 years c 
have the best of “Forbidden Broadway’ ’ time; drownings in a sc 
only a few hundred yards off Shaftesbury rescues, death-defying 1 
Avenue at the ideal Jermyn Street cliff, could all have been 
Theatre, and it is looking and sounding as elder Douglas Fallback 
brilliant as ever it has on home temroty. ford, since Boucicault 
Savage parodies of Streisand. Min- realize the 19th-centui> 
nelii. Carol Charming and our very own ger for sheer spectacle. 


m 


and Christine Pedl) in the greatest revue 
of the 1990s. an acid cocktail to the 
business that is show. 


After their triumph last summer with 
“Tarry Flynn,” the Dublin Abbey 
Theatre’s director -choreographer team of 

Conall Morrison and David Bol- 

ger (who have since gone on to 
. T- E - R . the highly successful remaking of 
“Martin Guerre." now on a re- 
ii 0 j gional British tour and Broad- 
■ way-bound) has returned to the 
— South Bank with another amazing 

. rediscovery, this time of the I860 

Dion Boucicault epic melodrama “The 
Colleen Bawn." This was a would-be 
silent movie 40 years or so ahead of its 
time; drownings in a stage lake, amazing 
rescues, death-defying leaps from cliff to 
cliff, could all have been played out by the 
elder Douglas Fairbanks and Mary Pick- 
ford, since Boucicault was the first to 
realize the 19th-century audience's hun- 


Elaine Paige are just the start of ir. lethal 
attacks on the “Oklahoma” makeover, 
“Grease” ("Retro kitsch can make you 
rich”); the appallingly pretentious "Li- 
on King" (“Disney turns the Great 
White Way on, using stories told in cray- 
on"): “Cabaret" (“Do the words Third 
Reich mean anything to you?”); Mandy 
Patinkin (“If Barbra Streisand gets to be 
beyond indulgent, why oh why can’t I ?” 
he screeches in "Wizard of Oz” mode); 
Chita Rivera and Rita Moreno trying 
desperately to get.cheir audience to teU 
one from the other, and, brilliant above 


It is even possible to make a more 
serious academic case for the play, with 
the heroine as Ireland herself tom apart 
by evil English occupiers. But essen- 
tially what matters here, as in the au- 
thor's more familiar “The Shaugh- 
raun,” is an extraordinary sense of the- 
atrical vitality that in 150 years has sel- 
dom been matched. This Abbey cast 
seems a little unsure as to whether they 
should be going for performance or par- 
ody, but as always the Morrison-Bolger 
team keep tilings moving fast and furi- 
ously enough to distract us from all the 




all else, the old “Aiteheson, Topeka and problems of a somewhat overwrought 
the Santa Fe” railway anthem sung not and undernourished plot. 


Skin Tone Sets a Brazilian Beat 


By Ben Ratliff 

St »i h <rl Trincz ScitIlt 

S ALVADOR. Brazil — In Sal- 
vador. capital of the Brazilian 
state of Bahia, which has one of 
the richest carnival traditions 
in the new world, alt the connoisseurs 
of Bahia’s Camaval have the same 
thing joned down in their agendas: to 
attend the start of the lie Aiye parade. 

lie Aiye is one of the various car- 
nival organizations, called hlocos , that 
sponsor floats and parades throughout 
the six-day street festival that engulfs 
this city. 

. But of ail of them it is perhaps the 
purest. Its percussion-and-voice band 
has refused to go pop. sticking to the 
slow, stately Ijexa rhythms — an Af- 
rican sort of samba associated with rhe 
Afro-Brazilian religion of candomble. 
It insists on walking through the streets 
rather than riding on a sound truck the 
way other bands do. 

And unlike the rest of the “blocos 
afro” that followed De Aiye’s lead, 
springing into existence since the 
1970s, lie Aiye stubbornly stresses the 
“afro” part: Ir still does not admit 
whites, or even mixed-race Brazilians, 
into its organization. 

But that policy does nor keep people 
of all skin tones from visiting lie Ai- 
ye’s headquarters, a small two-stojy 
house on a steep hill in rhe city’s large 
black neighborhood called Libenade. 
Inside the house recently, the group 
was preparing for its big night. In the 
back room, this year's young 4 ‘queen’ * 
of the bloco was being fitted with an 
elaborate headdress of silvery fabric. 
In an anteroom, four women, elders of 
Be Aiye, sat dressed in the fluffy white 
costumes associated with Bahia. 

At the appointed moment, die wom- 
en filed out into the street, throwing 


hominy and popcorn and flour around 
them About 150 drummers in red, 
white, black and yellow shirts — tite 
colors of De Aiye — assembled into a 
column in the street, with a conductor 
ar the head. The drummers started a 
slow, thick, lurching two-beat rhythm. 

Fireworks exploded from the crest of 
the bilL A trumpet fanfare sounded from 
the second-floor balcony of the house, 
and a number of officials — including 
Antonio Carlos Santos de Vovo (known 
simply as Vovo). He Aiye’s leader, and 
Antonio lmbassay, the mayor of Sal- 
vador, released doves into fee air. Then 
lie Aiye set off on a 20-kilometer (12- 
mile) march, which ended in the center 
of town six hours later. 

The story of Be Aiye’s 25 years 
offers a window on some of the am- 
biguities of racial politics in Salvador, 
Brazil’s oldest city. Its government is 
predominantly white while its popu- 
lation is 75 percent black. Racial dis- 
crimination is illegal, and for an out- 
sider ir is as easy to see Salvador as a 
multicolored paradise of racial toler- 
ance as ir is ro notice that the darkesr- 
skinned people live at the bottom of the 
economic ladder. 

lie Aiye's founding was an act of 
courage: At the lime, Brazil’s military 
dictatorship forbade any kind of social 
activism or protest. But now its policy 
of limiting membership to only the 
darkest black Bahians seems hard to 
justify. Even Margarerh Menezes a 
popular singer from Bahia, has been 
denied admission; she was judged not 
black enough. In a region with a wide 
range of skin tones, only the darkest are 
considered black at all. 

But most Bahians do not see Be 
Aiye’s exclusion policy as an insult 
they consider its Afro-Brazilian music 
acts as a sort of cultural home base that 
is much needed in the increasingly 


commercial atmosphere of Camaval. 
The group’s music is best heard on a 
new disk just released in Brazil, called 
“lie Aiye 25 Anos.” only the fourth 
recording the lie Aiye has made. 

Vovo, the group’s leader, said die 
idea for a strictly black bloco occurred 
ro him and a friend in 1974, when Brazil 
was absorbing the racial-pride songs of 
James Brown and Bob Marley. “We 
wanted to create a group whose name 
was ‘Black Power,’ ” said Vovo, who 
is in bis 50s. “But we wanted char in 
Yoruba. A man from die federal police 
who lived in Libenade, an acquaintance 
of ours, advised us not to use this name 
because it could be dangerous for us. 

‘‘So, I talked with my mother and 
some other friends about choosing a 
name,” Vovo continued, “and finally 
we arrived at Be Aiye. It means ’big 
house in Yoruba, but in our minds it 
means 'black world.’ " 

He Aiye rehearses once a week dur: 
ing the year, and sometimes more than 
a thousand people come to dance, sing 
and join in; during most of the year, 
rehearsals are free and open to the 
public. Closer to the time of Camaval. 
admission is charged, but it is clear that 
the bloco offers a healthy counterbal- 
ance to the pop commercialism of the. 
wealthy blocos, like those built around 
ms groups Crocodilo and Banda Eva, 
which charge hundreds of dollars for 
upper-mi ddle-class Brazilians to dance 
inside a cordoned area b ehind its sound 
truck during Camaval. 

Most Bahians understand that Be Ai- 
ye s racial policies are a form of benign 
idealism; Vovo says that if they should 
«wer be ruled illegal, he would change 
them in aheanbeat. In the meantime, be 
is socking to the way thing s are. On his 
car is an Qe Aiye sticker that reads, “Do 
not forgec the pah of stubbornness is 

backed by faith." 
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International Programs on the Rise 

More schools in Germany and Austria are offering international curricula and faculty. 


• - i t « 


A new international seg- 
ment has appeared in 
German and Austrian 
systems of secondary and 
higher education. Comprised 
ofa rapidly multiplying num- 
ber of international private 
and progressive high schools 
and university-level pro- 
grams, its rise has left edu- 
cation experts concerned that 
the system may be dividing 
itself into separate — and un- 
equal — halves. 

Germany’s universities 
now offer more than 60 in- 
ternational degree programs, 
according to a survey pub- 
lished in early March by the 
Dcutscher Akademischer 
Austauschdienst (DAAD), 
Germany’s academic ex- 
change service. 

For the DAAD, a program 
is international when English 
is its principal language of 
instruction: around half of its 
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attendees come from outside 
Germany; it leads to a bach- 
elor’s, master’s or other “in- 
ternational" degree; a signif- 
icant percentage of its 
teachers are foreign or have 
an international background; 
and its students spend part of 
their time learning abroad. 

For example, the master's 
program in international ag- 
ricultural sciences (I AGS) 
offered by Berlin's Humboldt 
University fits DAAD's bill 
to a tee. The program istaught 
in English, and more than half 
of this year's 25 students 
come from outside Germany. 

University partnerships 
The program is headed by 
Harald von Witzke. himself 
an "international" by virtue 
of having taught for 13 years 
at the University of Min- 
nesota in the United Slates. 
Like the program’s other pait- 
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► Germany's most prominent boarding school for boys 
and girls (grades 5-13) 

* Germany's only boarding school with the International 
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ners — Wageningen Agricul- 
tural University in the Neth- 
erlands, the University of 
Stirling in Britain and Uni- 
versity College Dublin — 
Minnesota sends lecturers to 
l AGS. whose courses are also 
taught by other visiting in- 
ternational faculty. Students 
are required to spend one 
semester studying at one of 
these institutions. 

1AGS has something in 
common with its 59 coun- 
terparts: its youth. Like about 
half of them. (AGS was star- 
red up in September 1 997:-the 
rest were launched last year. 
As the newspaper Sud- 
deutsche Zeitung reports, 
nearly all of the 60 have got- 
ten off to promising starts — 
so promising that more such 
programs are planned. 

Equally in demand are the 
high school curricula, also of- 
ten taught in English by in- 
ternational faculty. They feed 
students into the international 
programs. 

This trend is also present in 
Austria. An example is 
provided by the country's ln- 
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temational Management 
Academy. Located in Linz, 
die IMA offers a "global ex- 
ecutive MBA" in conjunction 
with Atlanta's Emory Univer- 
sity and the University of 
Toronto. The program, which 
is taught in English, features 
three residence modules in 
North America. Central 
Europe and Asia. 

Times change 
This is all a far cry from a 
decade ago. when higher edu- 
cation in this part of Central 
Europe was very much a Ger- 
man affair, it was taught only 
in German by native profes- 
sors to students receiving lo- 
cal degrees. 

Aside from the expatriates 
leaching English. French and 
other foreign languages, and a 
scattering of branch opera- 
tions of American universi- 
ties, the only non-German 
elements in the countries* 
educational systems were 
found at the secondary level, 
in Germany and Austria’s in- 
ternational schools. 

These largely employed 
foreign or "international- 
ized" teachers. Their main 
language of instruction was 
English, and they offered in- 
ternational baccalaureates 
{IBs} and other high school 
diplomas foreign to the Ger- 
man system. All this made 
international schools out- 
siders in the German educa- 
tional community, a situation 
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Children 
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Future. 
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General Management 
MBA Programm 

Global Vision 
International Faculty 
Multicultural Environment 


University of T ore r: ■ o 
L.5W Schiofi Cracht 
China European 
InU-rr.aticHV.I Busin oss School 

LIMAK 
A-A 020 Linz 
Bo rose h! 6 6 1 g a s s e 1 
Tol.: ■+ 43'' i 32/6 Be 944-0 


Est 1963 

Boys and Girts 3-13 years. 
Independent Bonn 
International School 

Tulpenbaumweg 42 
Bad Godesberg 
53177 Bona Germany 
Tel~ +49-22B 0228 / 323166 
Fax: +48-226 0228 / 323958 
E-Mail: IblsOlbis-schooLcom 
Wabslte: www.lbis-schooLcom 


fmHOCHSCHULE 
tL* BREMEN 

University of Applied 
Sciences 

The postgraduate courses 

1. Master in 
Global Management 

Fax: +49/421/5905-815 


2. European Studies 
(Master Programme) 
Fax: +49/421/361/5173 


Sian in October 1999. 

Course duration 2 semesters 
Entrance qualifications: 

Degree in Ecoa/Bus. Admin. 
orPubl. Admini.str. resp., 
proof of very good English. 
Appl. deadline: April 1 5 81 99 
The courses are free of charge 

Hochschufa Bremen. ^ 

Werdentr. 73, D-281M Bremen | 
hnp^\cvrei»-boanea.cfc I 


florman ■ Intensive Gennan courses 
Leo r n Utrlllldll . German & Work experience 

Experience Vienna ■ 

GlorietteqasM B, a- 1130 Vienna. Austria. Tel.; -^,3-1-6776701. 
Ta c -++43-J-S77 67 03. e-mail: inhnSacTiHngua.com, wawutctflingua.com 


BSSSaSBK fftSUw»301-18®3-aB9 

TaL t4WOI+t»‘ . k.v . icm ■&». 


• year round intensive German courses at all levels 

• summer and winter vacation courses 

• special courses on request ' KWmWm- 

• small international groups 

• qualified professional teachers jVB§Pw . 

• social-cultural programme, excursions 

• accommodation: residential, family 

InterDaF e. V. am Herrter-lnstitut der Urwersftal Leipzig 
Lumumbastr. 4, D*04105 Leipzig 
T.; +49 341/ 97 37 500, Ror.97 37 549 
Internet: Wtp.VAww.unWeip2fo.tfe/inlOTcial 
e-maS: interciater 2 .unl-leipag.de 



New Incentives to Graduate 

The introduction of tuition has fueled debate on university reform. 


G ermany's university 
students, it is said, 
take too long to get 
their degrees. For many of 
them, attaining a degree is. in 
any case, not the main reason 
for being enrolled at a uni- 
versity — it's die free health 
care and other benefits rhar 
student status confers. 

While there is widespread 
agreement in Germany with 
the above statement, there is 
little consensus on how best 
to discourage "perennial sru- 
denthood.” 

Levying tuition has been 
the answer chosen by rhe 
states of Bavaria. Baden- 
Wurttemberg and Saxony. 
Bavaria and Saxony now re- 
quire students holding an aca- 
demic degree and planning to 
embark upon a new course of 
studies to pa)’ 1 .000 Deutsche 
marks l$560) a semester for 
the privilege. Students taking 
too long to finish up a degree 
in Baden-Wflrttemberg have 
to fork over the same amount. 
Other states have announced 
that they, too, plan to intro- 
duce similar “incentives.” 

Arguments against 
The states' implementation of ! 
these measures has met with i 
fierce opposition from Ger - 1 
many's ruling coalition, 
which is pushing for mea- 
sures to ban them, and from 
the students themselves. They 
argue that the long study 


that has since changed. "Our 
classrooms are regularly vis- 
ited by teachers and admin- 
istrators from non-intema- 
rional schools.” reports 
Gunther Brandt, headmaster 
of the Frankfurt International 
School. 

Why are the country's edu- 
cators flocking to the inter- 
national schools'? Is it the op- 
portunity' to get acquainted 
with the nuts and bolts of an 
international-style cur- 
riculum? Mr. Brandt says: 
“That plus the opportunity to 
experience how we help our 
students become lifetime 
learners. This is done by in- 
stilling in them a basic store of 
knowledge and the capacity 
to decide how best to deploy 
and augment it when taking 
on new situations. It's our 
ability to inculcate both a love 
of learning and a flexible ap- 
proach and mind-set that lures 
Germany's education profes- 
sionals to visit our school.” 

A number of Germany's 
education experts view the 
growth and appeal of inter- 
national schools and pro- 
grams as a challenge to the 
more traditional ones. The 
traditional schools, they say. 
are at rimes too reluctant to 
learn from the international 
ones, even though consider- 
able opportunities exist. • 


See 

coupon 
page 17 


“International 
Education in German* 
& Austria” 

was produced in iis entirely 
by the Advertising 
Department of the 
International 
Herald Tribune. 
Writer: 

Terry Swartzberg in Munich. 

Illustrations: 

Karen A. Sheckler-Wilson. 
Program Director; 
Bill Mahder. 


CZP European University Center for Peace Stucfies 

f Winner of the 1995 UNESCO Prize 

R iM for Peace Education 

Study in Austria wfth a renowned International Faculty 
and meet Students from all over the world 

• One-Semester Certificate Program in Peace and Conflict Studies 
(Spring or Fail Semester) 

Application deadline: January 15th or June 1st 1999. 

• Two-Semester Program in Master of Advanced Studies in Peace 

and Conflict Studies - 

Application deadline: June 1st, T99S (Spring and FaH Semester) 
Accredited by the Austrian Government according to the Austrian 
Higher Educational Law ol 1997. 

Language of Instruction: English 
For further information contact: EPU, A-7461 SlKBsrtilaitwia/Burg, Austria 
TeL: +43-3355-2498. Exl 508, Fax +433355-2381 
Email: Btnj@aou.ac.at Internet httft/Awwaspr.ac^ 


The Frankfurt International School e. V. 

ittKttneWhl 

Provides an excellent international education for children from all sectors 
of the business and international communities of the Rhein-Main region. 

■ pre school through grade 12 

* high level results in the International 

Baccalaureate fiwifett tenSml ScM 

• extensive extra curricular program in the — 

arts, ano athletics nmi contact 

* superb btilnjes which include extensive P* lnM * TlllUon * 1 Seh0 ° l *■ v 

grounds, well equipped libranes and WI „ nstWMr j, l4 Mu 

state of the art computet technology An Wa «iua i s 

•social activities lor parents 1 440 Ob*n«*j ■ cwman, 

r . „ Ti+ppto'ip -49 fOiil 71 . 307-0 . 

• comprehensive transportation services ftt .a? , 0)61 n , 

■ campuses in Oberursel and Wiesbaden iwemtt nnp..-nis 
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First Gennan Graduate 
School of Business with 
European Quality Label 


4-Year- Studies Two-Year- 

(a Business Management Executive MSA Program 

• One year of studies abroad * 1" cooperation with the Kellogg 

integrated Graduate School of Management 

• Small working groups • Lectures held on weekends 

• Three jniemshjps dunng studies m fogethcr posi-graduaus 
» M5b diploma j.Dlptom-Kaulmanrri from all over the world 

B WHU Koblenz 

GernianVS oniv hiSi* privatised. 

state accredited busuwss school aithe confluence of RniTrC and Mold!* 


times are caused by die con- 
gestion ar German universi- 
ties and by their own need to 
earn a living while going to 
school. According to stu- 
dents. what is needed is more 
state funding for new- cam- 
puses. libraries and teaching 
positions. 

Other critics argue that 
changing the credit system at 
German universities would 
be more effective than either 
levying tuition or providing 
more money. This is what is 
emerging from the country's 
60 ‘■international” programs, 
whose first classes of students 
will graduate this summer. 


Many of these programs 
use an American-style sys- 
tem, in which students gradu- 
ate after having earned the 
required number of credits, 
which varies according to the 
course. Courses are sched- 
uled so as to encourage 
“stacking” — taking several 
required courses simulta- 
neously. Other features of the 
system are regular testing and 
reporting of grade-point av- 
erages. 

This is in sharp contrast 
with the traditional German 
system, in which all courses 
arc basically of equal credit 
value. • 


.4 major American University with a complete 
residential campus in the heart of Europe 
serving students from around tlx world 

University of Maryland 

University College at Schwiibisch Gmiind. Germany 

• Fully U.S. accredited academic program 
■ Small classes taught in English 

• 4 -year- Bachelor's degrees; Business & Management. 
Computer Studies. English. European Studies. German 
Language <& Literature. German Studies. Government & 
Politics. History: International Business Management. 
International Management Studies. International 
Relations, Psychology 

» Scholarship & work-study funds available on limited basis 

• On-campus facilities include library, computer laboratory, 
student activities center, bistro dining. & spacious housing 

• Located near Stuttgart with easy crain access 

• Free videotape avail tblc upon request 


University of Maryland University College 
l imcrsH at spark 

-.4424 Schwubiwh Gmiind. Germany 
Tel +*9H0rr 1-180-0 
Fax. l - 1 - 1 8 u “32 
Email: enroll?' admin sg.umuc.edu 
Web; blip.//»TVW.<!g umuc.edu 



HUMBOLDT-UNIVERSITAT ZU BERLIN 

College of Agriculture and Horticulture 


- Agricultural Economics and SooaJ Sciences, Natural Resources and the 
Environment, Animal Sciences, Ptani Sciences. Horticultural Sciences. 
Fishery S&ences and Aquaculture 

• Prepares students for a career in an international work environment 

• International teaching staff 

» Innovative teaching and learning methods 

• Credit Point System 

• Classes start m October [apply until March 31) tor students with B5c, 
German Vordiptom or equivalent 

■ Four semester program plus M5c thesis 

• One semester study at a partner university abroad 




m sc e sock a* in 

INTERNATIONAL 
ACBtCOLTUtAL SCIENCES 


HUMBOLDT-UNIVERSITAT ZU BERLIN 
College of Agriculture and Horticulture 
MSc. Program 

in International Agricultural Science* 
Invalidenstr. 42 
D - 1011S Berlin, Germany 
Prof. Dr. Harald von untzlw or 
Anne Bmamtitn ALA. 

Phone* 49-30-20 93 63 31 

Fu* 49-30-20 93 63 01 

E-mtff- lagiCsjraiAu-Sertnde 

Internet, hop // WMAsrariw berflnJe/iags 


■ ■ . Postgraduate Studies; (; ■ ' 4 ; 

Zentrum f£lr Europaische Integrationsforschung 
Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universltat Bonn 

“Master of European Studies” 

1999/2000 

A course making you familiar with the development and 
perspectives of European integration. Main topics are: the 
history of European integration; the institutional system in 
the EU; EU law; foreign policy, and international economic 
relations. 

Taught mainly in English by an international faculty, the 
program prepares for careers in European business, 
politics or administration. Duration: 15 October 99 - 31 
May 2000, followed by a 2-3 months internship. 

Applicants must_ principally hold a German or foreign 
University degree in Political Science, Economics, or Law. 
Tuition fees: DM 10.000 . Several Scholarships available. 
Participants will be selected by June 15, 1999. 

For more information; 

PD Dr. Stefan Frdhlich 

ZEI, Walter-Flex-Str. 3, 53113 Bonn, Germany 
TeL: ++49/ 228/ 73 18 -99 
Fax: ++49/ 228/ 73 17 91 
E-mail: st.froehlich@uni-bonn.de 

Applications must be submitted by 1 May 1999 
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Jaguar Comes Roaring Back 

Ford Puts British Automaker on the High Road 


By Tom Buerkle 

International Herald Tribune 


die former No. 2 executive at BMW who was 
jettisoned in a recent boardroom shake-up. to 
take charge of all of Ford's premium car brands 


r'TtVFNrro v r: . ■ . ouse cuarge oiauoi rora s premium car oranas 

anmmnhiip ^ In the annals of the and become chairman of Jaguar and Volvo Cars, 

w 1^’ ? OTd Motor 00:5 Purchase while Mr. Scheele wiU Some head of mar- 
vestSK? ^ to raa ^ 38 a trv ^ * on g-tenn in- kedng and sales at Ford of Europe. 

Rn „ , , o , , „ _ Mr. Reitzle told workers in Coventry on Mon- 

hUiirmWc a .T^f a i^ e i ag0 bi ^ on ($4.07 day that he wanted Jaguar to be the fastest- 

* Ford upmarket, growing luxury car braol in the world, and many 

analysts think he is the right man for the job. 
hi 1989, Foid launched its takeover with little 


- , - . — ” * uwiuuAtt, uuwiUKiUAUiyirtU WOliUJUUJC 

Ja ^Tiur?S d *9°^ Ford to ^ cleaners. analysts think he is the right m 

r ? “nage spoke of sportiness and In 1989, Ford launched its ta 

^ lineup consisted of idea of fee problems at Jaguar. 
rW o^fr’- ° K ? Je l s * After three years of plunging sales, fee com- 

Kecession at borne and the expansion of Jap- papy was losing SI million a day when Mr. 
anese Howry brands like Lexus and Infiniti in fee Scheme arrived ax Jaguar’s Browns Lane plant 
•United States' would have driven the company to outside Coventry in 1992. 
fee wall in the early 1990s if it were not for Mr. Scheele went to the water booth at the test 
Fo £r ? and deep pockets. track, where cars are tested for water leaks and 


But today, fee cat is back on track. Jaguar found new cars scoring in fee 90s. That seemed 
sales, which bottomed at a mere 20,000 in 1992, good according to U.S. practice, where results 
roared^cjc to a record 50,220 last year. are scored on a scale of 100, but the test engineer 

- r "” Des “ a Y’ Jaguar launches fee S-type, pointed out that at Jaguar, the score meant a 
its first au-new model in more than a decade and vehicle had 90 l eaks 


the start of a crucial expansion aimed at giving 
fee company the product range to compete ef- 
fectively against the likes of Mercedes-Benz AG 
and Bayensche Motoren Werke AG. 

' 'People are at last starting to see Jaguar on fee 
radar screen,” said Nicholas Scheele, the long- 
time Ford executive who has steered fee 
comeback over the past seven years. 

The turnaround also has broader implications 
because Jaguar’s revival served as a model for 
Ford’s recent $6.5 billion purchase of Volvo 
AB's car division. 

Ford last Friday appointed Wolfgang Reitzle, 


Mr. Scheele began a top-to-bottom overhaul 
of Jagnar’s facilities and procedures. The plant’s 
assembly track, already second-hand when in- 
stalled in fee early 1950s, was replaced. 

Mr. Scheele also imported Ford’s Quality One 
program, which involved workers in redesign- 
ing the production process to stamp out defects. 
And he slashed fee bloated work force in half, to 
a little more than 6,000. 

“We had to fix fee basics first, and then put 
ourselves in a position to grow,” Mr. Scheele 

See JAGUAR, Page 17 








Th* new S-type, feuSr in Jaguar's marinaded 
fac&oes Coventry, Eng la nd , revives the 
foafc oTSfe otoOds. . 


Annual sales of Jaguar cars, • 
thousands : 
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Hoping to Head Off a Beef War, Europe to Keep Talking to U.S. 




By Barry James 

International HeraldTrUnme 

BRUSSELS — The European Commission 
said Tuesday it would keep on negotiating wife 
the United States despite fee publication by 
Washington of a new list of European products 
targeted for retaliatory sanctions because of a 
European Union ban on beef imports. 

“It is important that we go on talking,” a 
spokesman tor fee commission, the EU’s ex- 
ecutive agency, said Tuesday. “It is in no one’s 
interest to have a trade war.” 

The United States has threatened to impose 
100 percent tariffs on some $900 million of 
products, including meats, mopeds, condiments 
and mineral water, to retaliate against an EU ban 
on beef from cattle fed wife hormones. Wash- 


ington said Monday it would introduce sanctions 
because fee EU would miss a May 1 3 deadline set 
by fee World Trade Organization for dropping 
fee 10-year-old ban. 

The spokesman echoed comments made Mon- 
day by Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer of Ger- 
many feat most of the 15 EU nations did not want 
the beef dispute to escalate into another major 
trade battle along fee lines of the current spat over 
EU curbs on banana imports. 

The spokesman also said fee resignation of the 
entire 20-person European Commission last 
week in the face of a report on corruption, fraud 
and nepotism had not weakened its ability to 
negotiate on trade matters. 

[Britain said Tuesday it backed the EU in fee 
beef dispate wife the United States but disagreed 
on whether the food was dangerous, Agence 


France- Presse reported from London. 

[Trade Minister Brian Wilson told BBC radio 
feat "Britain has always taken the view feat fee 
scientific evidence is not adequate. ' * However, it 
was not planning to break EU ranks on the 
dispute because such "unilateralism” could 
"complicate things further,” he said.} 

The beef sanctions would be on top of the $520 
million in punitive 100 percent tariffs that the 
United States is threatening to impose in re- 
taliation for the EU's restrictive banana import 
policy. 

■ The two disputes come on top of a looming 
battle over EU plans to ban obsolete American 
aircraft fined wife engine silencers known as 
hush kits. 

Rodney Slater, the U.S. transportation secretary, 
was scheduled to meet the European transportation 


commissioner, Neil Kirmock. this week on the 
issue. A spokesman for Mr. Kinnock said the ban 
'was almost certain to go into effect April 1. 

The hush kits are manufactured only in fee 
United States, and American airlines say fee ban 
would reduce the value of their fleets by $1 
billion because it would place restrictions on 
where the craft can fly or be sold. 

But the aircraft dispute has not yet been taken 
to fee WorldTrade Organization, whereas fee EU 
has lost WTO cases on both fee banana and beef 
issues. The disputes over bananas and beef are 
seen as the forerunners to a possibly more serious 
fight over genetically modified foodstuffs. 

The latest sanctions list totaled some $900 mil- 
lion of imports, but this is to be pared down after a 
public hearing April 21 to assess the impact of fee 
measure on U.S. importers and businesses. 


Seoul Economy 
In Record Drop 

But Growth Is Forecast for *99 


By Don Kirk 

International Herald Tribune ' 

SEOUL — The South Korean economy 
shrank 5.8 percent in 1998. fee biggest drop in 45 
years, as investment and consumer spending 
buckled and exports slowed, the Bank of Korea 
said Tuesday. 

The figure, fee worst since Seoul began keep- 
ing records ai the end of fee Korean War in 1953, 
followed years of growth of around 8 percent as 
South Korea enjoyed the fruits of the economic 
miracle of fee 1960s and 1970s. 

But a preliminary report from fee central bank 
indicated that the economy was bottoming out. 

Gross domestic product fell 5.3 percent in fee 
fourth quarter from a year earlier, after a 7.1 
percent slide in the third quarter. It was the fust 
foil-year report since South Korea's economic 
crisis forced fee government in November 1997 
to appeal to fee International Monetary Fund for 
a rescue package. 

But fee Bank of Korea predicted an ambitious 
3 percent growth this year, starting wife renewed 
* ‘positive growth” in the first quarter, spurred by 
production and export gains. 

The bank’s research director, Lee Sung Tae. 
cautioned feat 1998 GDP estimates were ex- 
pected to be revised soon but added feat the 
change was unlikely to alter the 1999 growth 
forecast. 

"Firsr-quarrerGDPdata will be announced in 
May, bni fee figure is most likely to be positive.” 
Mr. Lee told Agence France-Presse, adding that 
fee calculation base for the figures had been 
switched from 1990 to 1995. 

Both fee International Monetary Fund and fee 
Finance Ministry have said that South Korea's 
economy will mm fee comer this year and show 
growth of 2 percent. 

The economy in 1998 contracted in all in- 
dustrial and agricultural sectors. The most pre- 
cipitous drop was in construction, which fell 9 
percent from the year before. Overall, manu- 
facturing fell 12 percent, while outpur in farms, 
forests and fishing fell 6.3 percent. 

The decline was the first annual drop since 
1980, when fee country was rocked by a violent 
change in government and protests including a 
revolt in Kwangju in which more than 200 people 
were killed. The economy slipped 2.7 percent 
feat year. 

The average individual income of South 
Koreans fell to $6,823 in 1998, abour two-thirds 
fee per-capita income of $10397 reported for 
1 997. os fee country’s gross domestic product fell 
to 17fe worldwide from 1 Lih in 1997. 

Gross domestic product for all of 1998 was 
$321 .3 billion, fee central bank said. 


A New Version of Russia’s IMF Saga 

Former Central Banker Claims Use of Offshore Haven Was ‘Clear’ to All 


By David Hof&nan 

ji Washington Past Service 

MOSCOW — Sergei Dubinin, a 
former director of the central bank of 
Russia, has acknowledged feat a secret 
offshore financial firm, now under in- 
vestigation, was used to manage some of 
the funds the International Monetary 
Fund lent to Russia in 1993. 

Mr. Dubinin asserted that no laws had 
been broken. But his explanation 
differed from a previous one and raised 
new questions before Prime Minister 
Yevgeni Primakov’s trip to Washington 
on a mission to win new IMF lending, 
which was suspended after the Kremlin 
devalued the ruble in August and de- 
faulted on domestic debt 

[But Mr. Primakov abruptly canceled 
his meetings in Washington on Tuesday 
because of anticipated NATO air attacks 
on Yugoslavia, Russian and U.S. of- 
ficials said.] 

The talks in Washington were ex- 
pected to be clouded by questions about 
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Sergei Dubinin, former central 
bank chief, has varying explana- 
tions for sending money abroad. 


money had to be hidden. He said at the 
time it was appropriate for FImaco to 
remain secret. 

On Monday, Mr. Dubinin offered a 
different explanation. He said feat Rus- 
sia was not part of fee international 
financial system in fee early 1990s, and 
"there appeared a necessity to manage 
fee reserves" outside Russia. "We 
needed a channel of management. It was 
not hiding money from anybody; ev- 
erything was legal, clear and in Line with 
international practice. ” 

Nikolai Gonchar, a leading independ- 
ent member of fee State Duma, fee lower 
house of Parliament, and a member of its 
Budget Committee, has raised questions 
about whether Russia’s currency re- 
serves were used for private gain. 

According to fee internal documents, 
$1.7 billion was transferred through 
Fimaco in 1993. Pan of it was to be 
reinvested from abroad into Russia’s 
nascent short-term treasury-bill market. 
More funds continued on that path in 
1994, 1995 and 1996. 

In fee months before President Boris 


#iow previous aid was used, as well as by , j u u .„. , *" me months oerore resident Boris 

•,T a host of other issues, including fee fear internal documents show billions of Yeltsin s re-election campaign — from 


conflict in the Balkans. 

Mr. Dubinin said Monday that the 
central bank had kept fee IMF informed. 
“Operations with part of fee reserves 
were conducted through that financial 
company.” he said. “It was a known 
fact. It was not news for the IMF’ 

He was speaking in a Television in- 
terview devoted to questions about the 
offshore firm. Financial Management 
Co., known as Fimaco. which is based 


dollars of the central bank’s foreign cur- 
rency reserves were fonneled through 
Fimaco starting in 1 993 and that some of 
the profits from investments of that 
money appear to be missing. 

Part of the reserves, documents show, 
were secretly reinvested in Russia’s 
high-flying treasury-bill market through 
Fimaco and a related company in Russia, 
Eu refinance. 


cur- Feb. 29 to May 28, 1996 — hundreds of 
mgh millions more were pumped through the 
jeof secret overseas channel back into fee 
that treasury-bill market, which at fee time 
was yielding more than 200 percent in- 
iow, teres t annually. Mr. Dubinin said fee 
tia’s money was withdrawn in 1997. 

High In Washington, Mr. Primakov had 
ssia, been expected to seek an IMF agreement 
to borrow enough to cover $4.5 billion in 
gen- Russian loan repayments due this year to 


Co Sown & Fimaco. which is based Russia's embattled prosecutor gen- Russian loan repayments due this year to 
ndielnSy autonomous British island eral. Yuri Skuratov, who is caughtup in the lending agency. 

of Jersey. * e * Moscow Tightens Import Rules 

In w4hinuton an IMF spokeswoman scandal, said the central bank s handling , V. 

wi rS tk Fund knew the Rus- of fee reserves is being investigated. Russia tightened its already stringent 

™ much of In an open letter published Feb. 1 1, currency controls Tuesday by ordering 

> Euro- Mr. Dubinin defended the use of the importers to guarantee contracts by de- 

lte inteimuond rttwv ougn offshore firm, saying a Swiss business- positing rubles in their banks until the 

wan subsidises .1 did not Know aDO ^ m tO S eize Russian cur- goods reach Russia, Bloomberg News 

himaco in particular. in a teoal disnute and fee reported from Moscow. 


Post has reported, rency reserves in a legal dispute and fee reported from Moscow. 
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Global Private Banking 


Wherever you go, wherever 

YOU MAY BE, YOU’LL FIND THAT 
REPUBLIC SPEAKS YOUR LANGUAGE 


Our multilingual account officers are at 
your service in some three-dozen financial 
centres around the world. And though they speak 
many different languages, all are committed to 
one fundamental principle: to protect our clients' 
capital as we safeguard its purchasing power. 

It is a simple principle upon which we base 

JlMilpiirlm »/ Wi7^Mir 

x *rr JK r*'?$ w our brand of financial conservatism: private 

(MM-J »..t. * 

banting built upon rigor, discipline and prudence. 

This sophisticated conservatism, vigorously pursued, 
has created a global private banh of exceptional 
stability, capable of weathering the roughest storms. 

Indeed, Republic's capitalization ratio, on a 
risk adjusted basis, is twice as great as that required 4 
by the world's international hanking regulators. 

To our way of thinking, it is security as well 
as return that we must ensure each day. And in 
the process, to provide a unique quality of service, 

, , 11- • ll+rmUi. iVii iftuadf Hank •/ 

understanding and discretion. aw »wtAr.\w 
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||| Republic National Bank of New York' 

Strength. Security. Service. 
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Worries Over Profits and Kosovo Tensions Pummel Stocks 
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NEW YORK — The Dow Jones 
industrial average retreated further 
from die 10,000 milestone Tuesday 
as stock prices plummeted on con- 
cerns that corporate profits may not 
be able to sustain the market's lofty 
level. 

Investors also were unsettled by 
the prospect that NATO could soon 
bomb Yugoslavia. 

The Dow industrials plunged 
218.68 points, or nearly 2.2 percent, 
to 9,671.83 for its third straight de- 
cline. The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index Fell 34.87 points, or 2.7 per- 
cent, to 1 ,262. 14. The Nasdaq com- 
posite Index rambled 73.09, or 3.1 
percent, to 2,322.85. 

“There really isn’t a lot of earn- 
ings growth underneath die market 
as a whole,” said Charles Gough, 
chief portfolio strategist at Meniil 
Lynch. He said he was concerned 


that the average U.S. stock has 
dropped about 6 percent this year. 

Software companies and com- 
puter 'makers, which led ihe mar- 

US. STOCKS^” 


ket’s advance for the past three 
years, were at the forefront of the 
decline Tuesday. 

“The real earnings difficulty is 
still in the technology area,” said 
Tom Hudson, a money manager at 
Lord Abbett Affiliated Fund. “One 
of the strongest " groups that has 
taken this market up is technology, 
and there is a fundamental concern 
here about PC pricing.” 

“This is a really good oppor- 
tunity for these stock averages to 
take a break and correct,” said 
Louise Yamada, technical strategist 
for Salomon Smith Barney. 

If profits do not grow at a healthy 


rate, then investors must rely on a 
.cut in interest rates to keep the mar- 
ket thriving. But, Courtney Smith, 
chief investment officer at New 
York’s Orbitex Management, poin- 
ted out, “We’re also facing the 
concept of a strong economy, which 
creates the threat of higher interest 
rates by the Federal Reserve.” 

But on Tuesday long-term in- 
terest rates slipped Tuesday as 
AT&T met strong demand for its 
sale of $8 billion of debt in the 
biggest eorpporate bond sale ever. 

The benchmark 30-year Treasury 
bond rose 7/32 to 95 20/32, and the 
yield, which moves inversely to the 
price, fell to 5.55 percent from 5.57 
percent on Monday. 

AT&T had enough investors lin- 
ing up for its bonds that it was able to 
increase the size of its sale from an 
original $5 billion to $6 billion; 
People familiar with the sale said 


orders reached SI 1 .5 billion. 

Among the stock ^kets big 
movers, America Online fell 8 3/4 to 
121 1/4, after rising 46 percent since 
the beginning of the month. The 
valuations on the Internet stocks are 
through the roof,” said Jim Benning, 
a trader at BT Brokerage, who spec- 
ulated people are selling AOL now 
because it rose so much so quickly. 

Yahoo! shares fell amid specu- 
lation the Internet search company is 
negotiating to buy Broadcast.com, 
an on-line provider of sports, news 
and music through live Internet 
events . Yahoo! fell 9 1/2 to 155 1/2, 
and Broadcast.com fell 4 1/2 to 1 12 
after surging 37 percent Monday. 

PatboGenesis fumbled 22 9/16 to 
12 3/16 after the pharmaceutical 
company warned it expected to post 
a Voss this year on weaker-than-ex- 
pected sales of its lone drug product, 
an inhal ed antibiotic called TOBL 


Coca-Cola fell 1 3/4 to 65 15/16 
after analysts at Merrill Lynch. 
Douglas Lane and Emanuel Gold- 
man, cur their earnings estimates for 
the first-quarter and for 1 999- 
The analysts said Coke s markets 
in Latin American and Japan appear 
to be deteriorating, though they ex- 
pect the worst to be over after the 
second quarter. They cut their first- 
onarter estimate by a penny to 31 
cents and their 1999 estimate to 
$J .45 from $1-50. 

Pillowtex, which makes Field- 
crest linens and towels, fell 4 7/8 to 
12 5/8 after first-quarter eamingsof 
40 cents a share, Jess ihp the 60- 
cent average estimate of six analysis 
polled by First Cali. In the second 
quarter, the company sees net in- 
come of 50 cents, less than the 57- 
cem average estimate of five ana- 
lysts polled by. First Call- 

( Bloomberg, Reuters f 
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Dollar Reflects the Slump 
Of Securities on Wall Street 


OPEC: 

Output Cut Agreed 
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Continued from Page 1 


Very briefly: 


•The U.S. Energy Department has chosen six commercial 
nuclear-power plants in North and South Carolina and Vir- 
ginia to burn plutonium from nuclear-weapons stockpiles. It 


will also pay a consortium of Duke Power Co., Stone & 
Webster Inc. and Coeema, the French nuclear company. 


Webster Inc. and Cogema, the French nuclear company, 
$130 million to design a plant to make the fuel 

• Bank of New York Co. agreed to buy Royal Bank of 
Scotland PLC’s trust bank for £500 million C$8 14 milium), to 
expand its fee-based revenue. 

• Rio Grande do Sul, a Brazilian province, is suspending 
$257 million in investments, loans and other incentives to 


Bloomberg News 

NEW YORK — The dollar was 
little changed against other major 
currencies Tuesday, held back by 
the U.S. stock market’s slump. 

“The dollar’s correlation with the 
stock market is pretty high, so the 
dollar is softening with it,” said 
Kathy Jones, an analyst at Pruden- 
tial Securities Inc. 4 ‘People are wor- 


F0BEIGN EXCHANGE 


General Motors Corn, and Ford Motor Corp., saying the 
money is needed for infrastructure projects. The money is pan 


of a $470 million package put together in 1997 by the state’s 
previous government to lure the two automakers to die state. 
•Caet Inc., an on-line publisher, is to buy the Internet 


shopping service Killer App Corp. in a stock swap valued at 
$4ob million. Cnet will issue about 500,000 common shares 
for 100 percent of KillerApp's stock. Cnet will record the deal 
as a pooling of interests for accounting purposes. 

Bloomberg. NYT. Reiners. Af, WP 


Edison Acquires 16 Illinois Plants 

Bloontherg News 

CHICAGO — Edison International Inc. agreed Tuesday to 
buy seven large power plants and nine smaller ones in Illinois 
from Unicom Corp. for 54.8 billion in cash to gain access to the 


natural gas or oil, and nine smaller units that are used only 
during periods of high electricity demand. 

The plants, which sold for almost three times their bode 
value, can produce 9,772 megawatts, enough power to light 
9.8 million homes. 


tied the U.S. stock market is over- 
valued.' ’ with stock indexes close to 
record highs. 

The Dow Jones industrial average 
fell 2.2 percent on Tuesday. * 

The dollar was quoted at 4 PM. at 
1I8.07S. down slightly from 
118.115 yen. 

The euro was little changed, 
rising to $1.0915 from $1.0913. 

The dollar bad posted stronger 
gains against the euro early in the 
session on Tuesday amid speculation 
That the European Central Bank 
would lower interest rates to keep 
economies in the 1 1-nation currency 
union from slowing too much. 

“Considering how sluggish 
growth has become in the major 
euro economies, a quarter-point cut 
would be psychologically signifi- 
cant” in fomenting recovery, said 
Fernando Medina, a trader at Banco 
Atlantico. 

But a European Central Bank 
council member. Math Vanhala, 
said he was not certain economic 


growth in the euro region would 
recover in the near future and said 
monetary policy could not do much 
to stimulate growth. 

“I am very uncertain about the 
rebound in growth,” Mr. Vanhala, 
who is also governor of the Bank of 
Finland, said at the European Bank- 
ing and Finance Forum in Prague. 
“Let’s hope it takes place.” 

Meanwhile, Eisuke Sakakibara, 
Japan's deputy finance minister for 
international affairs, said the gov- 
ernment would “take decisive ac- 
tion against an excessive appreci- 
ation of the yen.” 

Traders took the comment to hint 
that Japan might start buying dollars 
soon. 

A stronger yen may curb export 
growth and worsen Japan’s reces- 
sion. 

Traders and investors expect the 
dollar to recover after the Japanese 
fiscal year ends on March 31. Jap- 
anese companies bringing home 
overseas earnings and converting 
them to yen has helped bolster the 
currency the past several weeks. 

The yen also was undermined by 
a decline in Japanese stocks because 
global investors who sell the coun- 
try’s equities often convert the yen 
proceeds to other currencies. The 
benchmark Nikkei 225 stock index 
shed 2.2 percent Tuesday. 

In other trading, the dollar was 
quoted at 1 .4575 Swiss francs, down 
from 1.4632 francs. The pound was 
at $ 1 .6382. up from $ 1 .6280. 


Underlying the care OPEC took 
in orchestrating Ihe announcement 
for maximum effect, the accord that 
took months of secret and public 
talks to shape was adopted in 
minutes and announced in one of die 
shortest OPEC meetings in the car- 
tel's 40-year-history — lasting less 
than an hour. 

“It actually, took 10 minutes from 
the moment the resolution was pro- 
posed to the moment it was unan- 
imously adopted,” Abdullah Ar- 
tiyah, the Qatar oil minister, said. 
“The message to world oil markets 
from oil producers is: solidarity, un- 
animity and resolve.” 

{But while oil prices have risen 
about 20 percent since bottoming in 
December, they fell back Tuesday 
after the agreement was announced. 
Light sweet crude oil for May de- 
livery was at $15.51, down 23 cents 
in 4 P_M. trading.) 

OPEC oil ministers predicted the 
cut would push oil prices up to an 
average level of £17 to $18 a barrel 
from the present level of about $13 
to $14 a barrel by this summer. 

Industry analysts said the slash in 
production wonld probably cause 
gasoline prices to rise further by 
another 10 cents a gallon. 

But it remains to be seen whether 
the discipline and resolve displayed 
Tuesday will last as oil prices creep 
up and the temptation to break 
ranks, pump more oil. and get more 
revenues can be resisted. Many 
members of OPEC such as Nigeria. 


Near-month contract for crude 
oil on the New York Mercantile 
Exchange, dollars per barrel 
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Indonesia and Venezuela are ex- 
periencing a serious fail in revenues 
and budgetary deficits, putting pres 1 
sure on their governments to grab 
any additional income that looms on 
the horizon from more oil sales. 

There were few believers here. 


for example,, in the sincerity of the 
Russian Federation's commitment 


to reduce its oil exports by 100.000 
barrels a day. which was announced 


barrels a day. which was announced 
by Anatoni Yanovsky, a deputy oQ 
minister at the OPEC gathering. 

“A barrel cut by Saudi Arabia is 
not tbe same as a barrel cut by Rus- 
sia,” said Nardine Ait Laoussine, the 


take three to four months for the 
accord to register its impact, but all 
indications Tuesday were that oil 
companies were receiving a stream of 
telexes informing them contracts to 
buy oil were being slashed. A senior 
American oil company executive ob- 
serving the meeting said his company 
has already contracted to buy 4 mil- 
lion barrels of Iraqi crude to make up 
for a shortfall from Saudi Arabia. 

The largest reduction came from 
Saudi Arabia, which trimmed its 
output by 585.000 barrels of crude a 


former oil minister of Algeria. 
“When the Saudis say they will cut. 


day. or 7 percent of its total pro- 
duction of 8 million barrels a day. 


they do cut The Russians are another 
matter. But on the whole, they are 
factored in and their declaration of 
solidarity may be more valuable than 
the 100,000 barrels a day they say 
they will keep out of markets.” It will 


Iraq said it would not take part in 
the accord as it needs to pump as 
much oil as possible under the oii- 
for-food program authorized by the 
United Nations sanctions imposed 
since the Gulf war in 1990. Iraqi 
production stands at about 2.5 mil- 
lion barrels a day. 
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Dec 99 14384+OOOn SO 

EsL sates NJL Man tales 2561 

Mans open WS5SOO 


UGHT SWEET CRUDE (MMER) 


1/nObbUrioOmperbbL 

May 99 1274 3240 1257 -R23 15Z.WS 


SILVER INCAUO 


Trading Activity 


UncTWOBt 
Tool issues 
KrwWgfrs 
NenLoas 


AefttmcM 
Dectm) 
UnO«np«l 
ToWltaOW 
New Hlgus 
New L»s 


am 

Pm. 

Nasdaq 

*75 

Jp 

IB 

1740 

1743 

563 

3546 

* 

V6 

ass? 

V3» 

a as 



MorKet Sales 

O0M 

142 

4)4 

g 

26 

pm. 

349 

796 

189 

734 

14 

15 

NYSE 
Amex 
Nasdaq 
in manors. 


WHEAT fCBOTl 

A 0 « bu mWraua- ants per tael 
Ma»99 276*4 77191 7J7M -3Vj Ktm 

44+9 286 m 28216 .314 S42S1 

Sep 99 396 29316 2SM -3K, 4500 

Dec 99 310 307Vi 307to -3V» 10412 

Eta. sates 12000 Man sales 22426 
Mon open tat 774982 up 70 


Mar 99 5124 5020 511J +0.1 

Apr 99 5102 +03 

May 99 5125 5025 5110 +04 

2499 5160 5060 5126 +03 

Sep 99 5160 5125 5124 ~02 

Dec 99 5180 5115 5147 +0.1 

Jen 00 5142 5140 5142 *21 

Mar 00 517.4 +OI 

EsL sates NAMnR series 2729 
Meiers open tro 75,949. ofi 348 


CANADIAN DOLLAR CCMERJ 
l OOOOQ datess. S per Cda rite 
J«l99 465B 46Z7 .6635-00014 SUIZ 

Sep 99 4640 4637 4637-00013 2,199 

Dec 99 .6645 4641 4641 00012 1419 

Eta sates NA. Mans sales 4902 
Mans open tat 52882 


jun 99 1549 1242 1550 -021 86J82 

Ail 99 1265 1234 1243 -022 44222 

JUQ99 1256 1527 1234 -023 Z1M2 

Sap 99 1250 1222 1230 -024 20137 

Da 99 1244 1217 1224 -025 16401 

Eta sates NA Mom series 151448 
Mews Opwi la) 576519. oft 2390 


PLATINUM tNMER> 


SO tray on- dotazs per Royw. 

Apr 99 377.90 37250 +7600 +0.90 

Jut 99 377.90 37500 377 JO +140 

00 99 37720 37750 377.90 +140 

Jan (» 39000 37220 37320 +1.90 
EsL sates HJl Mans sates IMS' 
Nan open HI 4052 up 309 


To tor Put. 

40* CMS. 

81219 82292 

3273 4041 

931 46 87419 


livestock 

CATTLE {CM ERJ 
40000 tas.- caats per to. 

Apr 99 67 AS 6492 6740 +040 42.151 

JOT99 6459 6412 6447 +040 40.796 

AIM 99 6285 6260 6285 +020 17,197 

00 99 6480 6457 6465 +028 12705 

Dec 99 6475 6450 6460 +025 4584 

FebQQ 6200 67J5 67.95 +04S 1267 

Eta sates NJL Mans eates 123B0 
Mm open H 114722 aff17 


GERMAN MARK (CMER) 

1 Z20D0 inatas. S par omK 

Jun 99 5612 5578 56Q2 4L0003 32747 

Sep 99 5635 561Q 5632-00003 1.196 

Dec99 5664-00003 96 

Eta sates MA Mats sates 2519 

Mans open tat 32f«i 


NATURAL GAS (NMER] 
TOOOOmraWuXSperawTWu 
AfB 99 1225 . 1JS0 1JS5 -CLOU 41548 
May 99 1.855 1J7C 1.780 -0014 3200* 

Jim 99 1085 1010 1015 -0009 IMM 

JuJ 99 1510 1050 1060 +2006 17075 

Aug 99 1.930 1075 1080 JUKE 14685 

Sep 99 T.«0 1.900 1.900 -0010 12167 

Eta sates NA Mon* sates 47083 
Men open tat 282U9, all U8i 


UNLEADED GASOLINE CMMEfO 


LONDON METALS (LME) 
OeNars per metric tan 
Alvnriaem (Htak Geode) 


JAPANESE TEN (CMER) 

125 mWen wa s pw 1 00 yen 

Jun 99 5583 0507 -SS6E+flJ»Q5 7*477 

Sep 99 0680 5646 8475+00104 L645 

Dec 99 J783 +00004 402 

Eta serin KA Mon* sates 11056 

Aten open tot 72431 


42*00 got carris per pal 
Apr99 4950 4840 

4891 

-051 

28*43 

Mot 79 

5UQ 

49*5 

49*6 

-0*6 

30*72 

Jun 99 

XX 

4955 

49.74 

■0*6 

20262 

JW 99 

50.15 

4905 

4954 

-048 


Aup99 

49*0 

4850 

4904 

-053 

4*31 

Sep 99 

48*0 

4BJ0 

4832 

-060 

1203 

Oa99 

47*0 

46-62 

4*62 

•053 

2*98 

Nor 99 

46*0 

46.17 

46.17 

-0*3 

2*47 


Spat 124*00 1 24200 12S1M, 1J5255 

fawd 126400 12649s 127100 127200 

Capper CaSM*? CHJg8 Grate) 
teal 142100 142200 136100 136200 

Forward 1449.00 l+SQDO 1388V) 138900 


Dividends 

Company Per Amt Rec Pay 

IRREGULAR 

Roy BkScot A b 5313 3-31 3-31 

sroacspLrr 

Fast Comm Bncshrs 5 tori spBt 


FEEDER CATTLE (CM ERJ 
RLOM to*- cents per to. 

Mew 99 7153 71 J2 71J5 +005 2*9 


SWISS FRANC (CM ERJ 

1 25000 tana S per traoc 

Jon 99 4924 .6873 .ePll+OOOU 5&191 

Sep 99 .6973+00015 312 

Dec 99 .7040+00016 6 

Eta. series NA. Mans sates 2168 

Mem open In) 54508 


Eta series NJLMoersiales 35510 
Mans open tat 11 L67& off L238 


WASHINGTON — Mi- 
crosoft Corp. intends to ap- 
proach the Justice Department 
and 19 states in the next few 
weeks wife an offer to settle 
fee antitrust suit that they have 
brought against the company. 

But some lawyers involved 
in the case say a settlement is 
highly unlikely because fee 
two sides remain far apart on 
key issues and both sides feel 
confident that they wonld 
prevail in court. 

Microsoft executives indi- 
cated Monday that they 
would be willing to amend 
their contracts wife Internet 
companies and provide per- 
sonal -com pater makers wife 
additional flexibility to modi- 
fy fee company's Windows 
operating system, 

“We've always said we're 
willing to work wife fee gov- 
ernment to address a wide 
range of their concerns,” a 
Microsoft executive said, “so 
long as we can maintain our 
fundamental right to innovate 
and add new features to our 


products.” 

But fee executive said Mi- 
crosoft would not agree to anyU. 
restrictions on what it couldY 
include in Windows. A lay 
contention in the lawsuit is 
that Microsoft’s inclusion of 
only its Internet browsing 
software in Windows violates 
antitrust laws and that fee 
court should bar fee practice. 

Microsoft already has in- 
formally relaxed its restric- 
tive contract language with 
some PC makers, Internet ser- 
vice providers and World 
Wide Web site operators. If 
die company's offer simply 
formalizes those previously 
granted changes without any 
further concessions, govern- 
ment lawyers said, they are 
likely to be unimpressed. 

“They need to understand a 
trial has taken place,” a gov-, 
erament lawyer said. “They 
can’t just come in wife minor 


contractual changes. Thatf} 
won’t fly.” The Justice De^V 


won’t fly.” The Justice De-? 
partment’s antitrust chief, Joel 
Klein, said be was open to a 
settlement feat “folly protects 
consumers and assures that 
similar antitrust violations do 
not occur in the future.” 


51350 51400 

51300 51450 


50150 S0250 

SQ250 moo 


Mayflower Co BL 3 tor 2 spiff. 

STOCK 

Anam-Mo&noUa 10% 

INCREASED 

Fidelity Find OK 0 09 4-5 J-IS 

Lamar Capitol Q M H 4-15 

REDUCED 

Imperial Credit 0 30 331 *15 

INITIAL 

EFC Bancorp - .10 Ml 4-12 


Company Per Amt 

REGULAR 

Autodesk Inc 0 M 

Boston Proas □ A25 

BraodtrayRtid Q ■* 

CVB Find 3 .12 

Carolina FsTCorp a 59 

FNB Rochester Q 56 

Ho/meJ Foods Q .165 


Am- 97 7215 7160 7250 +058 3AS5 

May 99 7215 71.60 7212 +567 4254 

Aog99 7475 7425 74-73 +062 1743 

Sea 99 7465 7190 7460 +055 909 

Ota 99 7550 7450 7495 +0/0 979 


Q .165 
Q .(05 


MorpanStai HlYld M .115 
PlMCQCmmt M -0W8 


Prime CrpfWy O JOTS 
Revenue Props Co S .05 


San Jotm Basin M .0453 

Superior fnriwf ” ” 


Wasting Mutual 
WestfleWAmer 
Yadkin VaMy 


we* Essex NJ . 575 3-31 4-36 

SPECIAL 

Investment Tech - 450 4-20 4-21 


4-9 4-23 
331 4-28 
Kl) 4+30 
Ml 4-14 
4-19 S-l 
4-16 4-30 
4-17 S-15 

3- 31 4-20 
4.1 4-12 

4- 3 4-23 

3- 31 4-8 

3-31 4-8 

3-31 4-20 

4- 1 4-12 
3-31 4-14 

4-9 4-23 
3-19 3-22 

3-31 4-30 

4-5 «0 


519050 520000 
526050 527000 


515500 516800 
522550 523000 


Eta safe* NJL Mam iotas 004* 
Marti new W 17529. up 299 


Spot 539SOO 5*0500 
Pararert 534SOO 535000 


N0C3-LM (CMER7 
jqXQq Bn- cents per Ml 
Apr 99 4470 6260 MOI 4L43 9J34 

Jun 97 5440 5535 5SJV 4237 14467 

-M99 57.10 5430 5442 -0 40 SJ10 

AIM 99 5745 5455 5752 -030 4665 

Oct 97 S&33 5455 5477 -040 SMS 

Eta safes N A Atom sates M04 
Mm tpmt M <U32 an 3(8 


Fararem 534S80 535000 
ZteeffPKtafHigSfltae} 
ipal 10*200 10*300 
Padroni 105400 1Q55JJ0 


07000 5380.00 
528QOO 529000 


MEXICAN PESO fCMER} 

SXUJOO peso** per sett 

Jan 99 09930 09880 .09910+0009 1408* 

Sep 99 09500 09*30 OWSS+OOCGS 1,915 

DK99 09067+00052 773 

Eta salre KA. Mom sate» 2963 

Mare apai W 19,138 


MSOILOPEJ 

IL& doian per dmMc tan - late or ioo km 
Apl99 12400 12200 12SJ5 +3.00 38717 
May 99 12500 121.50 12425 +300 29010 
Aoi99 12400 121J5 1 2425 +2JS 1X501 
Ay 99 12550 12300 12500 *230 8.973 

Eta Mtesi 23000. Ptw. tefat) : 2A923 
Pm. open hta: 1500*9 op 2429 


INTEREST RATES 


102000 102200 
1032.00 1(0400 


Mgti Uw doss Dm OpM 


PORK BELLIES (CM ERJ 

4MC0B».. cento pato 

Mar 99 5535 5*00 5535 +1.10 


Financial 

UST BILLS (CMER) 

51 oriRan-pteaflOOpa 

Jan 99 9505 9162 95AS +0JD 1051 

Eta sates NA Mam 9rin 995 

Marts cwn 1M 1^47 


5-MONTH STERUNC (UPFQ 
£5)0000 -ph Ml 00 pO 
Jan 99 94990 94090 94.985 +4075 17&931 
Sap 99 95.100 94990 95090 +11055 1S6JSS4 
Dec 99 9 * MX 04770 94S30 +a«5 747J63 
MtaOQ 94940 94060 04930 +0045 133.174 
Jun 00 94860 94790 94840 40025 10L5M 
Sep 00 94770 04700 «47« 441010 746M 
Eta 30J9ST 951,944 Pm. sates: *1764 
Pm. open 8ta! 1JH1A50 up 1*1® 


BRENT OIL OPS 

U.S. dotonpta barrel -Icte of 1000 barrels 
May 99 1190 1342 1173 -*U5 89,767 

AreW 13.90 7143 1171 -O.JJ 58JJ! 

July 99 1185 11S9 1149 -113 KJ37 

AugW 130* 1161 1169 -0.12 93Z] 

S*pW 1303 1169 1169 -0.12 0*07 

Eta. *etex TUN. Prev.sta : 50332 
Pw. open liri j 2UOI 2 OP 4335 


Tuesday, March 23 
Government Debt 


5 TR TREASURY CCB0T1 


o-amuot b-oppr9*hwrie nmnri par 
itmre/ADR; p-payaOte la Caanriiaa footer 

PWlWanit!! R-Roartortp s-sepdaawM«r- 


Moy9» 5645 54S0 56JX1 +10S 3.11S 
Jut W 57.15 5153 5472 +M2 1349 


Jut 99 57.15 5U3 5472 +M2 1349 

Eta sotes NJL Marts Mb 1 AO 
AtanapM M4824 up 116 


floaooop/te- Ph A Mis t*w pet 

Jon 99 111-35 111-23 111-33 + 06 221845 


5ep9? 11M5 + 06 1,505 

Eta sries Cjm Moan sales 31551 
Aten open M 22X4H. art 2236 


US. Stock Tables Explained 


Sates figures are unofficial Yeoriy highs and tows retted ttwprEVtow 51 rate plus the 
ament waek but not the latest trading day. Wherca spRt or stack divWMKl amounting to 25 
percent or more has been poid, the ywrehlgti-tow iwge and (Dvidend ore shown ferine new 
stocks only, unless otherwise noted rates of dtvfdentis ore oflWffl disbursements trased on 
ttietatesTdedanition. 

o - dividend also erira (si. ft - annual rate of dMdemf plus stock dividend, c - figoritoftrig 
dividend « - PE esQKds W.dd • coded d- new jeortf low. dd- (ess In the tost !2 montts- 
e- dividend deefered or paid in preceding 12 itwntft*. f - aimuof rote, hweosad on bsf 
cfedaratioiL g - divfcteroj in Canadrdn funds, subfeetto 1 5% non-ratadccia? fax. I - dividend 
declared after spiff -up or stock dividend, i - dividend paid this year, omitted deferred or no 
action token or latest dividend meeting, k • dhridwd declared or paid this fear, op 
occunwtoCvf issue with dividends in amors, m -annual tote, reduced an katdedaisHon- 
n - new issue in the pest 52 weeks. The high-low range begins nrift Its SW1 of trading 
rid - neta do y delivery, p -Inifioi dividend, annual rote unknown. P/E - price-comings ratio, 
a- dowd-end rautuol tuna r • dividend dedflredwpotd to preceding 12 months, phis sto* 
(fitvOemL *- stock spfil. Dividend begins vtflh dote of spin. *■ sales. t-divWend paid hi 
stock in preceding t? months, estimated cosh value on ev-dvWend or eMfisrtftwhen date, 
u- new yeaity high, v -trading hotted, vi- in mmkniptcy orrecBlvertWpor bring rearBOiteed 
under the Bankruptcy Actor securities ossumM by such companies. «d -when d istrib uted. 

- when issuedl tnr - with wonants. * - «-dMdend or m-rights. tab - ot-tfsuftwHon. 
JW-wlltrauf warrants, y-n-tfividend and sales In hrH ytd-yrekLZ' sales In ML 


Food 

COCOA WOE) 
lOratarfe tons- S per ton 


MmrW 1208 Tijtj 1W7 *11 30063 

Jt*» 1230 11 9! 12W +10 14779 

Sap 99 1293 1220 1231 +7 ME 

Dec 99 1290 1265 1367 +7 6A5Q 

MorW 7324 1299 1303 +7 6434 

MoyOO 13*7 1327 1327 *7 08*8 

Eta totes 7^53 Mure series 7,145 
Marts open hri 70364 up 159 


» Tft TREASURY (CBOT) 
si 00000 prte- ots A 32nife oHOOpd 
Jwi» 115*5 11426 IU31 uneti 475096 
5ep» 114-20 114-12 114-15 und). 6,171 


3-MONTN EOfMBDR <UFPB 
enrol MBon-ptooMOOpd 
Apr 99 97.04S 97JIX 97.0*0 +0010 24365 

JteW 97. IE 97 jm 97.10S Undt 190496 
5ep99 97.130 97.1W 97.J25-0JB5 170345 
DeC 99 94*85 96*65 94A75-OJ(ns 94,9*3 
MarOO 97*30 97*10 97.030-8010 33477 
JUR 00 P4W0 94915 94925-4*15' 54*71 
Sap 00 96*35 96*15 96*35-0.(00 56531 
Eta sales: 112*39. Ptw.wries: 70,980 
Pm. open H.: 707,ois up ijaS 


Stock Indexes 

SP COMP INDEX (CMERJ 
2S0xMei 

Am 99 1312*0 1267*0127X50 -37 JQ 358*88 
|<P 99 1305*0128480129100 -30*0 4553 
OK99 1325*0 129*80129580 -42J0 2*65 
Eta. adte N A Mom stan im«2 
Mom open tot *37^68 


Sam*: Bloomberg. 
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Money Market Rates 


P75E I08CUFFEJ 
•(2^ pvMeittikil 

Jong 617506040 6100* -908 191599 
Sep 99 N.T N.T 61440 -940 1W3 

Etasotew 3a 504 Prerv. rotes: 26*61 
Pm. Open hit: 197X32 off 21^14 


Eta. votes 88*88 Mans sates 64169 
Mars span W 40W77, off 4126 


COFFEE CtNCSEJ 
37*00 tos.- arils per to 
MayW 10275 10495 +425 

Jut 99 10425 10225 10275 +028 

Sep 99 105*0 104*6 10460 +055 

Doc 99 10725 10590 10620 +450 

Kta 00 WEJ5 I07J0 1 07 JO +420 

Eta safes M92 Man sate 4308 
Manapn n 4X9S7, up 933 


US TREASURY BONDS 0CSOT1 
re pd-siocwoo-pts & 32 ms of ion pa) 

Jua99 127-07 I2M9 121-00 + 03 689,205 
Sep 99 120-24 120-10 120-18 + 02 21298 
Dec 99 1204)0 119-31 120-02 + 03 14)7 
Eta sates 315>00Q Morn sirias 246.944 
Man* Open 0*647,637. off )<M7J 


3-MONTN EUR l BOS (MAT1F) 
aural naan- pis at 100 te[ 

Jun 99 07. W 9709 97.70 + 401 37^387 

Sep 99 97.13 97.11 97.12 Unch. 27A32 
Dec 99 96*9 96*7 9487 - 0*0 15354 
MarOO 9703 97JJ1 97*2 - 0*0 7*£ 
JuriOT 9ri.«4 9192 96.92-001 1288 

Eta retro: >4111 
OpwMJlOUOSuprtl 


CAC • (MAT1F) 

4085* -117* 125-437 

XT* $852822% MS 

Eta. «<e»i 91451 
Open rita- 204656 op 4S9 


LOWS GILT OJPFEl 


CSA800 - pto A 3»ito of l»pa 
MorW 11644 11445 116*6 -835 4567 
Jun 99 11731 116*8 117.15 -023 77388 
Eta Hies 21.194 Pm.saks: 27^« 

Piw. opn W, 81T55 Up %489 


SUCARWOBLD IT DKXEJ 
112*00 tofc- cents pvr to 
May 99 4*6 451 5*0 +001 

Ji/99 SSI 536 5-44 +8*2 

0*99 1*6 574 5*3 *atO 

Mar 00 446 637 443 +0*0 

Eta sales 17,252 Mam sates 11075 
Mans open trititUil up 415 


W-YEAR FRENCH GOV. BOND* (MAT IF) 

«m(Oo*db - pit or too pa 

JW» WtlO 9*30 9481-033 79*78 

Ett Start 24612 

Open InL 79*78 oR 52 


1-MONTH Etm UBOR <UPFE> 
ainoltoKfli pHaf lOOpd 
Sep 99 97.125 97.120 97.125 -0*05 
Dec 99 96*10 96*65 4687S-4015 
Mar EC 97.0)0 97*10 97*70-41010 
Jun 00 XT. NX 96.928 -0*15 
Sep 00 N.T. XT. 96*25 -0*20 
Dec 00 XT. XT. 96675 -GLOW 
Mar 01 XT. XT. 96835 0.030 
Jon 01 96*40 96*41) 96^-W» 

Sep 01 XT. XT. 96A30 4UB0 
Dec 01 XT. XT. 96260 0*30 
Eta sates; 19W Pm.irteto 230 
Pnv.apenlta: StfSff Off 77 


Commodity tndex&s 

Qoh Pmtoos 

tun is 


Untfed Swrtos 

DtsaKintrote 
Prtmarofe 
Fttendfewds 
90-doy Ceris Deposit 
l BO-day Cam. Paper 
Japan 

Dtecseat rule 
Con money 
1 -month interbank 
3-momti Werttarti 
6 -ritentt iaterbanx 
Ewaiope 
Repo rate 
EONIA 

Eoritor i-amdb 

Eurtoer 3-aMntti 
Eurftar 6-oonft 
E«rt»r 12-rafe 


"rijpin Today P"* 

Bos* role sit 511 

Cad money 5* 5^ 

T-mOriOl interbank s*» Sto 

S^wnttimhBtwrt sv» 5*» 

Hoorn Menaak 5 ** ' 

Sourxm Semi of rakyo^MstOkfB. 

Reefers. 


Libor Rates 


Dollar 4S388 

Em 1*254 

Mortte* 5-4559 

Yon 0.1822 

Sw Franc 117 

SOVKteRntfeHL 


1- 3- A- IP 

BMnth dumb mtxrib recta* 
*S388 5*0 5-0638 5514? 
2*254 1015 25961 30)04 
5-4559 5*500 53727 52703 
0.1822 0.1834 0L1BS9 02B8 
127 12117 12603 IJ50S 


U80R1 -MONTH (CMEU 
flreMon-abaliOOpta 
AorW 9S*5 95*4 9S 


9S*3 unch. 1X407 


MAONni SWISS FRANC tUFK) 

SFIariBrer-PSMlOOpd 

Jun 99 91710 «JW «7W**WB «*B1 
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Gold Fixings 

Mentog Afternoon 
Lasd0 " 285.10 284.10 

0.5, donors per anna. 

Soam Reuters 
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_ 3Moy 6M0V 
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ABB and Alstom to Combine Their Power Units 



LMtiftkilln Quf SugFi.nn thus* An 

ZURICH — ABB Asea Brown 
Boven Ltd., the Swedish-Swiss 
electrical and engineering giant, and 
Aistom SA of France agreed Tues- 
day to unite their power- generation 
units and create the world’s biggest 
power-generating company, “de- 
throning General Electric Co. of the 


United States. 

Each company is to have a 50 
percent stake in the venture, to be 
called ABB Alstom Power. 

As pan of the transaction. Al- 
stom. a leading manufacturer of en- 
ergy-distribution equipment, will 
pay ABB SI. 5 billion. 

ABB Alstom Power will have an- 


nual sales of S 1 1 billion and a 
payroll of 54.000 employees — 
some of whom are expected to lose 
their jobs — sa.id Goeran Lindahl, 
chief executive of ABB. 

"We are moving from a situation 
where we were the last of the big 
players.” Pierre Bilger. chairman of 
Alstom, told the French datlv Lc 


Thais Seek Support for WTO Candidate 


I'.mg'iln/ hr tte Smff fnw 

Thailand said Tuesday it hoped to 
anract more support for its candi- 
date to head the World Trade Or- 
ganization after Hassan Abouyoub, 
the trade negotiator from Morocco', 
pulled out of. the race. 

Foreign Minister Surin Pitsuwan 
of Thailand said in Bangkok that 
lobbying had already begun to win 
Mr. Abouyoub's backers over to the 
candidacy of Supachai Panitchpakdi. 
Thailand’s deputy prime minister. 

“Thai embassies around the 
world are lobbying countries who 


supported Abouyoub as their first 
preference and Supachai as their 
second preference to now support 
Supachai first.” Mr. Surin said. 

The competition to become the 
Geneva -based made organization's 
new director-general is now be- 
tween Mr. Supachai of Thailand and 
Mike Moore, a former New Zealand 
prime minister, trade officials in 
Geneva said Monday. 

Morocco announced Monday that 
ir was withdrawing its candidate 
from consideration. 

’’Morocco sees a lack of trans- 


parency and fairness in the nom- 
inating process.” the Foreign Min- 
istiy said. "It also noted unaccept- 
able political pressures throughout 
the whole process which would 
spoil the results." 

Mr. Supachai's campaign re- 
ceived a boost Tuesday when France 
threw' its weight behind his bid. 

Renato Ruggiero, the currcm di- 
rector-general. ends his four-war 
term April 30. The organization 
plans to pick a new' chief by con- 
sensus by the end of this week. 

{AFP. Rcutcrst 


VLSI Ready to Consider Talks on Philips Bid 
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SAN JOSE. California — VLSI 
Technology Inc., which Iasi week 
rejected a $777 million takeover offer 
from Philips Electronics NV as too 
low. said Tuesday it would consider 
opening negotiations with Philips. 

Europe's largest chipmaker is ex- 
pected to raise its bid for VLSI, 
whose high-performance chips 
would enhance Philips's cellular- 
phone business. 

Philips. Europe's largest con- 
sumer-electronics maker, offered 
$17 a share in cash for VLSI last 


month. But VLSI rejected the offer 
Thursday, saying it would pursue 
options that included selling to an- 
other company. 

A higher bid is "a serious pos- 
sibility.” said Rene Verhoef.an ana- 
lyst at Oyens & Van Ee often, who 
said Philips may offer about S20 a 
share for the company. "It's a good 
sign that they'll start discussions.” 

VLSI's chairman. Alfred Stein, 
said in a letter to Arthur van der 
Pod. head of Philips's semicon- 
ductor unit, that he looked forward 
to "working out a process for dis- 


cussions.” Mr. Van der Poel wrote 
Mr. Stein on Friday, saying he was 
ready to begin talks rhis week and 
was prepared "to send a team to 
California” to begin discussions. 

Bankers and lawyers for both 
sides were expected to meet Tues- 
day to work out a schedule of meet- 
ings, a Philips spokesman said. 

VLSI was at SI 9.25 in late trading 
in New York, down 43.75 cents, 
indicating that Philips might have to 
pay more than the SI 7 offer. Philips 
shares fell 1.05 euros to 72.55 
($78,821 in Amsterdam. 


Monde. 

Consolidation in the industry is 
taking place amid shrinking profit* 
us the recession in Asia has'dragaed 
down prices and cut into margins. 
Siemens AG. the Wee German en- 
gineering company, last year agreed 
to buy Westing house Power 'Gen- 
eration from CBS Corp. for S 1.2 
billion. 

ABB Alstom Power expects the 
merger to produce an extra S45Ct 
million in profit within three to four 
years. 

"1 have no doubt this can be a 
successful venture, because size 
matters in this business.” said Mi- 
chael Krinner. a fund manager at 
Bank fuer Handel & EffektenT 

Claude Darmon. the deputy chief 
executive officer of Alstom, w ill be 
president and chief executive of 
ABB Alstom Power, and Mr. 
Lindahl of ABB will chair the su- 
pervisory board. 

Both ABB and Alstom reorgan- 
ized last year to try to raise Their 
earnings. ABB bought El sag Bailey 
Process Automation NV for S2.I bil- 
lion to focus on the higher-margin 
automation business. Alstom also has 
been streamlining its operations since 
it sold shares to The public last year. 

Mr. Lindahl said the company 
planned to use the Si .5 billion pay- 
ment from Alstom to make more 
acquisitions along the lines of Elsag 
Bailey. 

ABB .Alstom Power will take a 
one-time charge of 600 million 
euros t$652 million! to reorganize 
the new venture, which excludes 
ABB's nuclear-power business. 

B shares of ABB AG. the Swiss 
parent of ABB. fell 23 Swiss francs 
1 SI 6 .O 6 ) to 1.936. A shares of ABB 
AB. the parent, closed at 103 kronor 
<5 12.54 1 . down 0.50. in Stockholm. 
Alstom shares were up 0.95 euros at 
25.80 at the close in Paris. 

<B{th 'inherit. Ratters 1 


Den Norske 
Bids to Buy 
State Bank 


ftnwi 

OSLO — Den norske Bank. 
1 he largest bank in Norway, said 
Tuesday it would buy state- 
owned Postbanken for ’4.5 bil- 
lion krone (S582.7 million) in 
stock and cash in the latest of a 
series of merger and takeover 
attempts to roil the fragmented 
Norwegian banking industry. 

The combined bank would 
be ow ned 82.3 percent by Den 
norske and 17.7 percent by 
Postbanken. the leading retail 
bank and the fourth- largest 
overall in Norway. 

The state, which already has 
a 52 percent stake in Den nor- 
ske Bank, would have a 60.6 
percent stake in the new 
group. 

Based on present market 
shares, the combined bank 
w ould have 2 1 percent of Nor- 
way's private customers and 
about 15 percent of business 
customers. 

The two employ 7,500 
people, and about 400 jobs 
w'ould be lost because of the 
transaction. Den norske said. 

The plan comes at a time of 
considerable merger activity in 
the Scandinavian banking in- 
dustry. There had been spec- 
ulation that Den norske was ne- 
gotiating with Norway’s 
second -large st lender. Christi- 
ania Bank ASA. 

Talks to merge Postbanken, 
Christiania and Fokus Bank 
ASA collapsed in November. 
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Very briefly: 

• Baan NV said James Mooney, former chief financial officer 
forihe Americas at International Business Machines Corp.. 
would succeed its chief financial officer. Klaus Wasenaar. 
who will become vice president for operational and strategic 
initiatives. 

• Compagnie Industrial! Riunite had a 1998 profit of 107.8 
billion lire (S60.7 million), reversing a loss of 4.7 billion lire a 
year ago and excluding one-time gains in both years, on higher 
sales at its Gruppo Ediroriale I'Espresso SpA publishing unit. 

• Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation Co. shares 
closed at £8.61 1 $14.03). up 44 pence after the company said 
it would quit property, construction and exhibitions to focus 
on its cruise, retry and port businesses. 

• Bouygues SA said Bernard Arnault, chief executive of 

LVMH Moet Hennessy Louis Vuitton SA. has acquired 4 
percent of its shares. hu* uUn •?. k. ut, i t 
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6.84 9.04 9.11 

5-34 5.48 547 

342 143 3-50 

1X5 1.42 1J9 

356 358 365 

827 X48 834 

851 856 8* 

9.99 la® 1058 

381 X92 388 


Mexico 

reren.nmv.avn. m> 

AHa A 1 

Boncamerfl 
Bimbo A 2 

CcusoAl 1 

Carso Gt Tel A1 J 

Cemex CPO 3 

CHraC i 

InbutsaB 7 

KiitsCtarkMxA 3 

TetevtoaCPO 15 

TrtMeiL 3 


Milan 

rerejy5ars<»to.'ia tf 


Bohn ruder; 4644* 
Previous: 471L30 

27® 27 * 28® 
290 790 XW 

20* 20® ®.70 
3645 36® 37 JO 
4640 4665 47® 
3185 1210 32® 
13.94 1396 Ui2 
24® 24.65 2470 
32 JO SX40 32* 
151.® 151® 153® 
XJ0 30.20 3110 


MIB Tetauatico: 24641® 
Prevkws: 25036* 


S54 

SJ8 

5.47 

5.48 

AUewza Assic 

1115 

10-80 

10* 

125 

470 

X18 

54» 


7* 

7 3‘i 

752 

1023 

10.00 

HI 12 

10.01 

Ben Rdeuiam 

5* 

530 

5 J7 

1* 

1U3 

1JS 

125 

Bco intea 

5* 

5* 

s.42 

■0.(2 

v.rj 

9M 

10.14 


•76* 

41 

% 

SM 

M0 

52 1 

53 3 

Bco di Roma 

1* 

u; 

14M 

7.79 

'in 

?.n 

179 

Bene Hon 

IjU 

ISS 

IA3 

935 

009 

9.15 

9.12 

Campari 

0.77 

0.72 

073 


Paris 

r.nr.-Jwurse^e-pons/r 

Accor 72870 

ACF 49J0 

Air Liquuic 135 

Alcatel 189 

Alstom 27.30 

Aw I2B 

S IC 47® 

NP 79 

Bouygues 213 

ConmPlus 2 73 

Cop Gemini 147 M 
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Lafarge 8495 

tawmfcre 507a 

Ugiond 190* 

Lweal W 2 

LVMH 23810 

MieftettiB 42* 

PailMs A 10190 

Pecdliwv A 3l 

Pernod Ricwd 5J 

Peuqeoi D1 13450 

Pmoun-Prlnt 144 

Pro modes 53450 

Rwaull 3248 

Pft^t 7590 

Bti-PaulencA 4430 

Sanofi 1S.40 

Sameetar 5120 

STMiaodet *10 

SieGenerolpA 1 7t 

Soderho Altanc 142 


CAC-40: 4079 J7 
Previous: 419786 
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154* 5*30 26* 
8 * m« ip* 
3.10 2117 22.77 
965 9fts 9.9S 
6* 57.25 59* 

86 86 B810 

158 1XW 1195 
18® 18® 19.15 
17 07 4765 47* 


U JB 

il'DEMARSPlGUET 

Lc iHiiifrr rft* I'tifirlOfferie depute 1875 
fef. ** -(I J1 W' l-t tin - hut rnt’i : (tivit^rudi'nMrspiiiiMl.ivinr 


Edison 

ENI 

Fial 

Fondtario Asm 
G cneroll Assic 
IHLmc 
INA 
ItaEqoa 


Mertobupcn 

Montedison 

Cwveflt 

Parmalat 

Pro* 

RA5 

Roto Banco 
S Paata- IMI 
Tetecam llabo 
TIM 

UnicredUo Hal 


Montreal 

W«V-61e4Mp 

BCE mob Com 
Bfacnem Phorm 
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Dairen Sec 
DDI 
Demo 

Eos) Japan Ry 

Ehot 

Fqnuc 

Fii Bom* 

FujlPhota 

FuliTVNetwk 

fupfau 

HotfoTunl Bk 

Hitachi 

Honda Motor 

IBJ 
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Malaysia’s Currency Controls Earn Praise at Home 


8/naiiAn^ Nmj 

KUALA LUMPUR — For Lee 
Wai Kit, Malaysia's move 10 fix its 
currency was the start of belter sleep 
at night. 

Before the ringgit was pegged at 
3-80 to the dollar on Sept. 2. im- 
porters used its wild swings as an 
excuse to raise prices on overseas 
parts by as much as 10 percent in 
two weeks, the 29-year-old seller of 
alarm systems said 

"Now.” Mr. Lee said, "I know 
what I'm dealing with.** 

The controls trapped an estimated 
S18 billion of stock and bond in- 
vestments and in the eyes of some 
portfolio managers turned Malaysia 
into an international pariah. 

Six months later, though, some 
companies, from the power utility 
Tenaga Nasional Bhd. to the French 
hypermarket operator Carrefour 


S A. are seeing a silver lining. 

While it may be too early to say 
whether the bold experiment is "a 
success, the controls are giving cor- 
porate Malaysia some relief a» the 
country moves to clean up bad debt 
and pull out of the deepest recession 
in its 42-year history. 

The controls earned Malaysia a 
hailstorm of criticism. Doom savers 
said the moves would gum up trade, 
create a black market or simply free 
the government to bait out polit- 
ically connected businesses. 

Some even predicted the fall of 
Prime Minister Mahathir bin Mo- 
hamad. who blamed Asia's finan- 
cial turmoil on currency traders and 
hedge funds. 

So far, there is no evidence that 
any of this has happened. 

Ohiang Yao Chye. an economist at 
Canadian Imperial Bank of Com- 


merce in Singapore, said. “The v> orst 
fears about Malaysia haven't mate- 
rialized — feats that they are closing 
themselves in and rescuing politi- 
cally linked companies and hank.'." 

Still, foreign stock investors are 
not yet clamoring to get back in. and 
many other Southeast Asian coun- 
tries "have been able to low er interest 
rates and stabilize their currencies 
without shutting their doors to for- 
eigners. 

"Last week. Moods 's Investors 
Service Inc. warned thin the controls 
could still trigger a balance-uf- pay- 
ments problem as ihe> hurt Malay- 
sia's access to capital. 

But the controls, which banned 
ringgit trading offshore, have 
helped Malaysia drive inrerest rates 
below the levels they were ai when 
the currency turmoil began in July 
1997 without sending capital fleeing 


or the currency tumbling. Rules on 
repatriation of stock and Kind in- 
vestments were softened last month 
with the introduction of a graduated 
evil lav. 

Lower interest rates have helped 
companies struggling under moun- 
tains of tufcign-eurrencv debt. 

Tenaga Nasional Bhd"., which ac- 
counts lor 9. 1 percent of the bench- 
mark stock inae\. expects to return 
to profitability this year. The ring- 
git's tumble to as low as 4. SO to the 
dollar Iasi year helped saddle the 
company with losses as the utility's 
debt bill swelled tn ringgit terms. 

Tenaga shores have more than 
doubled to 5.70 ringgit Tuesday 
from their record low of 2.08 ringgit 
on Sept. 1. the day before the cur- 
rency was fixed. 

For Carrefour, which operates 
five large supermarkets in Malaysia, 


the fixed rate allows it to import 
food and other items without cur- 
rency losses. Previously, the ringgit 
used" to swing as much as 10 percent 
in a week. 

Pascal Billaud. managing of Car- 
refour's Malaysian unit. Magnifi- 
cent DiagraphSdn., said: •■Retailers 
cannot be gambling on the'exchange 
rate. That's noi our business." 

There is scant sign the controls 
are scaring away foreign direct in- 
vestment, which is exempt from the 
controls. 

Badiisham Ghazali, managing di- 
rector for Malaysia at the computer- 
products maker Hewlett-Packard 
Co., said the company had to "take 
the pain" of the weakening cur- 
rency before the fixing, as n did not 
raise’ prices of its printers and com- 
puters. Now' it plans a 557 million 
investment to expand sales. 


Singapore Airlines Deal 
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•China's aviation regulator has cut an annual levy from 8 
percent of domestic-route revenue to 5 percent to help do- 
mestic airlines climb back into the black in 1999. 

• \ ieCitam has had the outlook for its B 1 rating on foreign debt 
and bonds downgraded from stable to negative by Moody’s 
Investors Service Inc., the U.S. ratings agency, because of a 
lack of progress in structural reforms. However, the stable 
outlook for Vietnam's B3 rating on foreign currency bank 
deposits has been maintained. 

• Hong Kong's retail sales in January fell to 15.7 billion Hong 
Kong dollars ($2.03 billion), down 21 percent in value from a 
year ago, as the recession continued to hit consumer spending. 

• San Miguel Corp.’s Chairman Eduardo Cojuangco asked 
Philippine court to declare him ihe rightful owner of a 2 
percent block of shares in the food and beverage company. 
The government had sequestered 47 percent of San Miguel 
after the ouster of President Ferdinand Marcos in 1986 amid 
allegations the shares were purchased with ill-gotten wealth. 
•Taiwan's seasonally adjusted unemployment rate fell to 2.7 
percent in February from 2.97 percent in January and a 1 3-year 
high of 3.08 percent in December as economic growth offset a 
rise in joblessness. 

•Sanwa Bank Ltd. will lose 500 billion yen ($2J>4 billion) in 
the year ending March 31, 20 percent more than it had 
previously forecast, as new government rules require banks to 
set aside more motley to cover problem loans. 

• Malaysia's vehicle sales rose 15 percent in February from a 
month ago, the fourth rise in five months, as consumers bet 
that interest rates will remain low. 

• BASF AG, the German chemical company, will forge ahead 
with expansion plans in Asia despite a 10-percent nimble in 
regional sales in 1998 due to the economic slowdown. 

• China appears ready to bow to strong U.S. trade pressure 

and embrace a cellular telecommunications standard worth 
billions of dollars to U.S. companies such as Motorola Corp. 
and Lucent Technologies Inc. AFP. Bloomberg. Reuters 


C.wpdw/tn Our Stuff Fa Piyun In 

SYDNEY — Singapore Airlines Ltd. 
is set to buy News Ltd’s half stake in 
Ansett Australia in a deal worth about 
500 million Australian dollars (S3 14 
million), airline sources said Tuesday. 

News Ltd,, the Australian arm of News 
Corp., is expected to announce the sale 
Thursday. Rupert Murdoch, the News 
Corp. chairman, is believed to have been 
eager to sell the stake in Ansett since Air 
New Zealand bought the other half from 
the Australian transport giant TNT Ltd. 
for 475 million dollars two years ago. 

The News Ltd. chief executive, Lach- 
lan Murdoch; Rod Eddington, Ansett 
chairman, and the Singapore Airlines 
chief executive. Cheong Choong Kong, 
met with Prime Minister John Howard 
and other ministers Monday to discuss 


the proposed sale. Mr. Howard nude 
clear Tuesday that he had no objection to 
the sale, although it hod u> meet foreign 
investment laws. 

The change in ownership would 
provide a massive boost for Ansett, 
which under News Corp. had been unable 
to secure desperate!}' needed capital to 
compete successfully against Qamns Air- 
ways. the dominant Australian carrier. It 
also would allow Singapore Airlines, 
which has been a suitor of Arisen for the 
past two years, to gain entry into the 
profitable Australian domestic market. 

An sen has struggled to turn a profit 
and maintain its 45 percent domestic 
market share. Analysts say it needs a 
massive cash injection to "compete ef- 
fectively, something which Singapore 
Airlines could prov ide. i AFP. A P t 


Bangkok to Increase Spending 


Ow Stuff Fr*iiDiy*m to 

BANGKOK — Thailand, reeling 
from its worst recession in a generation, 
said Tuesday it would pump at least 53 
billion baht (SI. 4 billion) into the econ- 
omy through increased government 
spending and possibly twice that amount 
from tax cuts. 

In its latest agreement with the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund. Thailand said 
it would increase its 1999 budget deficit 
to 6 percent of gross domestic producr 
from 5 percent and reduce consumer- 
oriented taxes, ft said it would announce 
details of the tax cuts next Tuesday. 


Thailand's quarterly letter to the LMF, 
which is providing S17.2 billion in aid. 
predicted that the country's gross do- 
mestic product would grow ] percent in 
the year ending in September after con- 
tracting 8 percent in the previous year. It 


also said Thailand had made significant 
progress toward recovery. 

"Reflecting the supportive stance of 
monetary and Fiscal policies, output has 
stabilized in large pans of the economy, 
inflation has fallen sharply, and the ex- 
ternal position has strengthened fur- 
ther,” rhe govemmenr saitT 

tAFP. Blatimbcrei 


Daewoo Pact 
With Samsung 

■t /.i «• e-Pie f »r 

SEOUL — Samsung Group and 
Daewoo Group vaid Tuesday that 
they had struck an accord on the key 
terms of Daewoo's long-delayed 
takeover of the fledgling Samsung 
Motors Inc. 

Jt everything goes as planned, 
Daewoo would be able to take eon? 
irol of the management ol' Samsung 
Motors in May. Daewoo executives 
said. 

Analysts said ihe deal would add 
to pressure on two other major 
groups — Hyundai Group and LG 
Group — to hurry the delayed mer- 
ger of their semiconductor units, 
which would create the world's 
leading memory chipmakcr. 

The takeover burden would also 
worsen the financial health of Dae- 
woo. South Korea's third-largest 
business conglomerate, which has 
been dogged by persistent rumors of 
financial problems, the analysis 
said. 

The accord between Samsung 
and Daewoo to combine their auto- 
makers was originally agreed under 
government pressure last Septem- 
ber, but the deal has since been 
bogged down in disputes oier the 
details. 

The key arguments have been 
over the sharing of losses to be 
generated by continuing to operate 
Samsung Motors and whether and 
how long Daewoo would maintain 
the production of Samsung's only 
model, die SM5 sedan. 
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JAGUAR: Long-Term Investment Now Bringing Payoff for Ford 

Continued from Page 13 


said. The results have been little short of 
revolutionary. Jaguar, which in 1991 
ranked 35rh our of 36 in J.D. Power & 
Associates’ quality survey, last year 
’*■’ ranked in the top five, along with Lotus, 
’ Jnfiniii, BMW and Acura. Sales have 
surged in step with quality. 

Now comes the hard pan: preserving 
* quality and brand exclusivity while in- 
troducing new models and embarking on 
an unprecedented step-up of produc- 
tion. 

Jaguar hopes to quadruple sales to 

200.000 a year within four years. Thar is 
modest compared with BMW's sales of 

700.000 ana Mercedes’ 900,000 last 
year, bui is still an ambitious target for a 
company that took a decade to exceed its 
I98S safes peak of 49,495. 

The S-type is a critical first step, tak- 
^ - ring Jaguar out of the rarefied top end of 
the luxury category into the heart of the 
market. The new model will compete 
with the BMW 5 series and the Mer- 
cedes-Benz E class. It has a base price of 
S42 .500 for the 3.0-liter V6 version and 
$48,000 for the 4.0-Iiter V8. 

"Jaguar now has a more sustainable 
^ business model for the luxury car busi- 
C ness, one that does not depend on a 
T 560,000 entry-level model,” said Nich- 


olas Colas, automotive analyst at Credit 
Suisse First Boston in New York. * ‘You 
really do need an entire product range to 
be competitive.” 

The S-type aims to marry Jaguar tra- 
dition with sophisticated new features 
like a voice-activated, climate-control 
and audio system. It sports ihe brand's 
famous sleek curves, wood paneling and 
leather trim, and its elliptical front grill 
revives the look of Jaguar's 1960s S- 

^With its smaller size and price tag and 
easier handling, die S-type is designed to 
appeal to younger drivers and women — 
a vital market for a brand dial sells 
mairfly to males in their 50's today. 

Early reviews in the automotive press 
have been positive, and the company has 
already taken 18,000 orders, or half of 
this year’s planned production. But Jag- 
uar will need to prove that its newfound 
quality extends to the S-type. 

"Typically, new-raodef launches are 
a struggle,” said Chance Parker, di- 
rector of product research at J. D. Power. 
“Let’s face iu Jaguar is not in the habit 
of doing many new product launches." 

The S-type also is a limited com- 
petitor, with no station-wagon version to 
match the BMW 5 series or the Mer- 
cedes-Benz E class, and fewer engine 
options — most important, no diesel. 


That is a big disadvantage in many Euro- 
pean countries and leaves Jaguar par- 
ticularly dependent on the U.S. market, 
which generates 40 percent of sales. 

Diesel remains "a big open ques- 
tion,” Mr. Scheele acknowledged, but 
he said any decision on model and en- 
gine variations was still a few years off. 

An even bigger challenge lies ahead 
with the planned launch of a so-called 
baby Jag, dubbed the X400, in the vear 
2001. 

This entry-level mode! will compete 
with the BMW 3 series and the Mer- 
cedes-Benz C class, and Jaguar hopes to 
sell as many as 100.000 a year at a price 
starting around £20,000. 

But the company is going outside its 
base in the British Midlands to build the 
car at Ford's Halewood plant in Liv- 
erpool, which currently chums out Es- 
corts. Getting that plant up to premium 
quality standards is "a real test for man- 
agement.” said Colin Couchman, 3n 
analyst at Standard & Poor's DRJ global 
automotive group. 

Jaguar admits rhe challenge. 

“We have recognized we have to do 
something fairly dramatic." Mr. 
Scheele said. 

“We are going to get there, and we're 
not going to produce a Jaguar until we 
get there.” 
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World leader in construction 
materials, the Lafarge Group 
holds top-ranking positions 
in each of its divisions: 
Cement, Aggregates & 
Concrete, Roofing, Gypsum 
and Specialty Products. 

Active in 65 countries, 
Lafarge employs 65^00 
people, generating sales of 
SL8 billion euros (643 billion 
French francs). Through its 
commitment to the 
development of materials 
and the advancement of the 
construction industry, 

Lafarge brings greater safety, 
comfort and aesthetic appeal 
to our everyday lives. 


+ 63% - 


Net operating income 


+ 26% 


Net income, Group share 


Internet : http-,ywww.lafarge.com 


The Board of Directors of Lafarge met on 
Tuesday. March 9. 1999 under the 
chairmanship of Beruand C0LLQMB. 
to close the accounts for the 1998 
financial year. 

Sales rose by 53% in 1938 to FRF 
64.3 billion (9,802 million euros), 

particularly as a result of the integration 
of Redland operations 

Net operating income stood at 
FRF 9,164 million, or 1,397 million 
euros, an increase of 63%. This 
improvement, which was fell »n all the 
Groups business areas, chiefly reflects 

■ a higher level of business in Western 
Europe (except for Gar many) and Latin 
America, 

■an excellent economic climate in North 
America. 

■ a favorable context for prices. 

Net income, Group share totaled 
FRF 3,059 million |46B million euros), a 
use of 23% Net earnings per share 

were up 19% at FRF 32 30 . or 4.93 euros. 

Ai the Annual General Meeting of 
Shareholders on May 27. an increase in 
dividend from FRF 11 to FRF 12 
H 33 euros) per share ito which the 
French tax credit should be added) vail be 
proposed. Shareholder will have the 
right to rake their dividend rn cash or in 
the form ol shares 

For the first time, shareholders who have 
retained registered shares toi two years 
will be entitled io have their dividend 
raised by UN- 
SUCCESSFUL INTEGRATION 
OF REDLAND 

Apart from tire strong operating results it 
posted, another highlight of ihe year for 
Lafarge was ihe successful integration of 
Redland (FRF 29 billion, or 3 billion euros, 
of sales, over 18.000 employees) In a 
period of six months, the Group 
determined strategies and action 
piogiams and put Ljfaige organizations, 
and policies into place. 

As forecast, the acquisition ot Redland 
has already created a highly positive 
impact on Group results 


PROMISING STRATEGIC 
DEVELOPMENTS 

Looking beyond Redland. Lafarge 
continued to strengthen ns worldwide 
positions in 1998 Taking advantage ot 
the Asian crisis in particular, the Group 
was able to seize new opportunities foi 
development, carrying out about FRF 12.2 
billion (1.9 billion euros] of investments 
throughout the financial year 

In each ot its divisions. Lafarge reinforced 
its positions: 

■ Cement : acquisitions in Honduras. 
South Africa and the Philippines, 
interests purchased in Italy, the United 
States and Jordan, and acquisition of 
several industrial assets in Germany. 
■ Aggregates & Concrete, acquisitions in 
Uorth America and South Africa, joint- 
venture agreement m China. 

■ Roofing purchase ot minority interests 
in Brazil. South Africa and Malaysia. 

■ Gvpsum: acquisitions in South Korea, 
where Lafarge has become leader on the 
gypsum walltoard market 

■ Snecialrv Products, in the United 
States, developments m tone and in ihe 
road marking sector. 

PROSPECTS FOR 1999 

In spite of the uncertainties affecting the 
global financial and economic situation. 
1 9S9 has begun auspiciously. Trends are 
positive in Europe and North America, 
where three-quarters Df the Group’s 
business is located. 

Following the substantial developments 
occurring in 1998. the Group fwhich has 
now implemented a new organization 
with five divisions: Cement. Aggregates 
& Concrete. Roofing, Gypsum and 
Specialty Products) will concentrate on 
integrating its acquisitions, lowering its 
costs and boosting its performance. 
Chairman and Chief Executive Bertrand 
C01L0MB commented " 1998 was a very 
good year for Lafarge and 1999 should 
prove to be another year of progress 



Materials for 
building our world 
















PAGE 18 


INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 1999 


A- 1 


INTERNATIONAL INVESTING 


0 .n't 


DO YOU LIVE IN 


The Rush to ‘Bigger 5 Contains Seeds of Disaster 
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By Philip Bowling 

Special h> thc'HerM Trilm/it 


HONG KONG — It seems like nirvana for the 
financial-services world. 


Economic Scene /Commentary 


oneradnfi "vulture funds" designed to acquir 
distressed assets at the lowest possible pnces 
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services lust as much as in government. 

Even the most scrupulously cun 
uaht out. While accounting ««U 


Financial-services world. have been driven by their commercial-banking arms. Even the most scrupulously i constant!' - 

The Dow Jones industrial average is flirting with as their investment-banking and other services have caught out. While accountings ^ * estions that 

five digits, persuading even the mosr staid private lacked the innovation and trading fervor of their U.S. being improved-— often in i me ir^roved stan- 

invesanent bank on Wall Street, Goldman. Sachs & counterparts. That has kept their power in check. such moves are anti -business 0 f 

Co., to sell stock to the public. The Banking Committee The closer the links between trading and commercial dards alone cannor keep up win , 
of the U.S. House of Representatives has finally ap» banking — and the congressional banking bill would sophisticated instruments sucn change Corn- 

proved a bill to enable ’ ‘one-stop’ 1 combinations of speed the blending process in the United States — the This month, the U.S. iecunuo^^ „ rhA ;r f^m! 

banking, securities, insurance and fund management, more likely bank capital is 
Big banking mergers have even spread to Europe. trading profits. 
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But the "bigger is better" euphoria should really be 
seen as a warning sign of possible disaster. For while 


more likely bank capital is to be put ar risk to generate mission, the Federal Reserve ,“iu financial 

trading profits. agencies saw fit to issue a 

There are other dangers to the system and to the institutions urging enhaiK^ disclosure ^ 

public. credit-loss provisions for such activities. burei> 
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necessary part of the financial systera. lt is now well At the retail level, too, dangers - ^ f h 
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the process will only exacerbate conflicts of interest necessary pan of the financial systera. lt is now well At the retail level, too, dangers ' ooorters 0 f 

that are already inherent in the global financial sys- enough established that, in the past, well-known whether there is really synergy as uppu 
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If U.S. legislators need any hint of the potential fiendishly complex derivative securities designed to tail banking and sales or mutual Wdas 

concerns, they need only look to Asia. The House get around regulatory barriers. surance. Banks simply want to get m 
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came as Goldman was apologizing to the Thai 
government for a securities analyst's report crit- 
icai of the leading local bank. The row had led to 1 
calls for Goldman to be barred from lucrative 
investment banking opportunities. 1 

Securities firms have always had to walk the 1 
fine line between advising clients and the more J 
lucrative business of investment banking. And t 
Bangkok may seem a world away from Wash- l 
ingron. But these conflicting interests can only 11 
grow with further consolidation and cannot be Jj 
brushed aside as simply an Asian problem. 

Many people in the industry readily acknowl- £ 
edge that the “Chinese wall" that is supposed to — 
exist between the investment-banking and research 
operations of a securities firm is often more like a 
bamboo curtain. There are formal compliance rules, 
but information and influence flow freely, if infor- 
mally, and the investment-banking side makes more 
money and has more clout. 

Even firms that scrupulously observe the spirit as 
well as the letter of the rules easily find themselves 
subject to pressures to be “bullish" about certain 
countries or sectors because that is where the in- 
vestment-banking opportunities lie. 

Even in such a diverse marketplace as the United 
States, such conflicts occur. Barron's magazine re- 
cently noted that the investment-banking arms of se- 


Though the structures of Western 
institutions are very different from those of 
Japan, the ultimate effect may be similar to 
the Japanese “convoy - ’ system — in which 
banking problems are difficult to root out 
because of the intricate financial couplings 
that link banks deemed “too big to foil.” 


take big risks while nominally staying within require- 
ments that they buy safe government securities. In Japan, 
banks used them to hide huge foreign-exchange losses. 

The greater the degree of combination in the fi- 
nancial sector, the less the transparency. Yet trans- 


parency is supposedly the key to good market reg- 
ulation. The bigger the combination, the greater the 
temptation of conglomerates to throw more capital at 
the riskier sides of the business. Moral hazard increases 
with vertical integration, systemic risk with size. 

Though the structures of Western institutions are 
very different from those of Japan, the ultimate effect 
may be similar to the Japanese ' ‘convoy’ ' system — in 
which banking problems are difficult to root out be- 
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curi ties firms whose analysts have been skeptical of the cause of the intricate financial couplings that link 

Internet craze have been failing to win business related banks deemed "too big to fail.’’ 

to high-tech companies' initial public offerings. There are plenty of other conflicts of interest in the 


It is hard to imagine that ever bigger financial 
agglomerations are going to do anything but reduce the 
competition and transparency that are the best investor 
protection. 

Universal banking — investment and commercial 
banking under one roof — has long existed in Europe. 
But the big European institutions in the past at least 


nesses more because their traditional business is 

being eroded. ' . 

— For clients il may be neutral — but only if there 
is never a weed spoken, never a knowing glance 

— exchanged, between the managers of the insur- 
l ance and mutual-fund operations and the whole- 

o sale banking business. 

Nor does the continuing shrinkage in toe number 
[ of major accounting firms provide much assurance 
to the public. Fewer means less competition. Ana 
the larger they are, the greater the potential con- 
flicts of interest between their auditing functions 
— where their duty is to the public shareholders — 
and consultancy, executive search and other roles 

— where they are clients of toe management. 

Trends in toe United States and Europe seem to befr 

compounding mistakes made in Asia, Meanwhile. 1 
inquiries into last year’s near-meltdown of the system 
seem to have concluded that there is nothing much 
wrong with it that a little more transparency and 
improved information systems would not solve. 

Contrary to the claims of its promoters, bigness b 
not helping -long-term capital flows. Despite liber- 
alization and technology advances, net cross-border 
capital flow is smaller relative to gross domestic 
product than it was 100 years ago. The difference is that 
frenetic activity has increased at the expense of longer- 
term judgment. The number of players is decreasing 
while the number of short-term instruments to play 
with is growing. Institutional size is decreasing trans- 
parency and increasing risk and volatility. 

• The Western industrial powers need to make a more 


marketplace. The big investment banks make much of radical examination of global financial architecture, to 


their money from the trading of securities. In theory, it 
is possible to reconcile this with advising governments 
on issues such as foreign-exchange policy or pri- 
vatization. In practice, it is almost impossible to sep- 
arate the two. Can one really reconcile giving advice on 
how to bolster asset prices and limit bank losses while 


apply the principles of transparency and competition 
they are urging on Asia. 

And the U.S. Congress would do well to put its 
banking “reform” back on hold until this bull market 
is over and the public is again demanding that Main 
Street get control-of Wall Street 
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Greece’s Stock Market Is Looking Up 

Prospect of Joining the Euro Helps Make Athens a Hot Performer 


• , TJif Associated Press - 

V ATHENS — IfthebreeMicJi ■ v do™ out of fiscal clatter. side an elite circle. More than 1 00 comp- 

' v .\ ihc gamy smell fmm Ottenic inflation, crushing public mes are awaiting regulatory approval to 

maifart wafts over the rrJS? T ^ t l ebt and other economic troubles kept join the nearly 300 fisted firms. 

Athens stock exchanve^ do0rs of lhc Greece from joining the 1 1 countries that *T don’t see this market coo 
“I love it It miKm. • a s^ed the European Union’s single cur- fora while,” said Mr. Sparta! is. 

blood and en£ - StTV? ^ r ^ Qod: the euro, this year. =- -- - ' — 

-J aimis T»usiS in« Ans Makro ? i “ But Prime Minister Costas Sbnitis has 

^ maike?s crimin mMient at the so far managed to stay focused on the 

® to the sailer/ for racing drive to meet EU standards and enter tire 

... -to / good seat. euro group by 2001. Inflation has nose- 

. binocnlare thp- 4 .*? Sf Ul3 i I ? r ^ nd 5111331 dived. Interest rates have been cut. Plans 
■ sbo P owner have advanced id sell off unprofitable 


cooling off 


rency, the euro, this year. 


The optimism is so high that some 


acquisitiritisis being diiussed. 


Europe’s hottest trading floor and the 
world $ No. 2 performer last year in 
terms of percentage increase: about 85 


But Prime Minister Costas Sbnitis has people have taken out consumer bank 
so far managed to stay focused on the loans at about 20 percent to buy stocks, 
drive to meet EU standards and enter tire according to media repons, 
euro group by 2001. Inflation has nose- ‘Tt is sheer madness,” warned an 
dived. Interest rates have been cut. Plans editorial in the respected Kathunerini 
have advanced to sell off unprofitable newspaper. 

state companies. A fhmry of mergers and Faith in the market can also lead to 

acquisitions is being discussed. foolish moves, analysts say. Some small 

Greece, once the economic backwater investors may throw their money at any 


P-» behind South Korea/ bt AriS 

the f®* 33 secdon stock market — especially the banking 
^ S .^P- Private investors bite sector — sprang to life last year, 
their nails, scribble on pads and peer For investors, ir is a prime chance to 
t^ugh binoculars as they watch the catch a ride on an EU economy ap- 
tramng board and the general index tick- paremly chugging toward the single- 
w, flanked by images of die goddess currency zone. Similar bull markets oc- 
Athena and the sea king Poseidon. curred in Italy and Spain as they made 
Most often these days, investors end their euro transformations, 
up counting their gams rather than be- But the feeding-frenzy atmosphere is 
moaning their losses. The main market more pronounced in smaller and poorer 
index has hit 22 record highs this year, Greece. 

most recently on Friday. Nearly 1 million Greeks — about one- 

‘Everyone is Dying to cash in,” said tenth of the population — are believed to 
Peter Spartans, a stockbroker. own shares. A decade ago, investing in 

Greece’s booming market, oddly, was the market was virtually unknown out- 


acquisitions is being discussed. foolish moves, analysts say. Some small ■ 

Greece, once the economic backwater investors may throw their money at any loss the fi 
of the EU, has earned applause from company expecting sizable returns. And while the benchmark index was 

influential observers, including “There are many, many unsophist- down 3.24 percent in afternoon trading 
Moody’s Investors Service Inc. And the icated investors racing to get into this Tuesday, it has gamed 33 percent so far 
stock market — especially the banking market.” said Chris Elafiros, an analyst this year. 


Greek Equities 
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loss the following day. 

And while the benchmark index was 
down 3.24 percent in afternoon trading 
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at Telesis Securities in Athens. ‘ ‘This market will go down, and some 

“These people may not be as prudent of the investors will be scared,” said 
and may unwittingly take some unwise Petros Karsoulas, an emerging-marker 
risks.” specialist at Credit Suisse First Boston in 


currency zone. Similar bull markets oc- 
curred in Italy and Spain as they made 
their euro transformations. 

But the feeding-frenzy atmosphere is 
more pronounced in smaller and poorer 
Greece. 

Nearly 1 million Greeks — about one- 
tenth of the population — are believed to 
own shares. A decade ago, investing in 
the market was virtually unknown out- 


There have admittedly been bumps 
along the way, but the Greek stock mar- 
ket has been quite resilient on its upward 
climb. 

It fell more than 7.5 percent in one day 
last month during the political upheaval 
after Turkey ’s arrest of the Kurdish rebel 
leader Adbullah Ocalan, who had been 
secretly sheltered by Greek officials in 
Kenya, but it regained almost all of that 


Inis market will go down, ana some 
of the investors will be scared,” said 
Petros Karsoulas, an emerging-marker 


Hong Kong Mortgage-Rate Cuts Test Small Banks 


Bloomberg News 

HONG KONG — The local b anking 
. ana of American Express Co. has cut its 
rate on mortgages to below - the prime 
rate, the first time such lending has 
dropped below this benchmark in Hong 
Kong, and other banks are expected to 
follow suit. 

The resulting mortgage price war is 
likely to put further pressure on small 
■ banks, already hit hard by the Asian 
. economic crisis, analysts say. 

Mortgage rates were 25 basis points, 
or a quarter of a percentage point, above 
the prime, rate a few months ago and 
more than 100 basis points above the 
prime rate in 1996. 


On average, mortgage lending ac- 
counts for more than 35 percent ofloans 
among local banks, with some devoting 
more than half of their lending to home 
loans, because these tend to have ex- 
tremely low default rates even when 
property prices drop significantly. 

Now, banks are trying to raise their 
mortgage-lending exposure even further 
as they search for ways to expand then- 
loan books after dismal 1998 results. 

Hong Kong banks reported putting 
aside five times as much in provisions 
for bad debt last year as in 1997 because 
of concern about spiraling bad loans due 
to the Asian financial crisis and China's 
slowing economy. Hong Kong’s gross 


domestic product shrank 5.7 percent in 
December 1 998 from (he year-earlier 
month, and unemployment has shot up 
to a record 6 percent. 

Before July 1997 and the onset of the 
Asian financial crisis, the larger banks in 
Hong Kong used to set mortgage rates, 
and other lenders in the city mostly fell 
in line. 

Analysts say competition in mortgages 
began to heat up in mid- 1997, when for- 
eign banks shook up the market With a 
lower cost of funds man local banks, they 
could offer lower rates. 

Now, competition has reached fever 
pitch. Analysts say a price war will hurt 
all die banks, both large and small, as it 


SEC Makes Modest Start 
On Mutual-Fund Reform 


By Richard A. Oppel Jr. 

AVw York Timn Serru e 

NEW YORK — Arthur Levitt Jr., 
chairman of tile Securities and Exchange 


Commission, has proposed strengthen- 
ing the supervision of mutual funds by 
independent directors but stopped short 


London. 

■‘Tt can’t keep up like this forever. It's 
the law of physics." 

“Thai would be a positive thing,” he 
added, referring to a market decline. 
Some analysts say the Greek stock mar- 
ket may eventually mature and take os 
what some call an Italian character, 
meaning that political developments do 
nor necessarily shake up investors. 


becomes less profitable to extend mort- 
gages. But even the most bearish ana- 
lysts say all the banks in Hong Kong are 
well capitalized and none are at risk of 
insolvency. 

Still, analysts say large banks have 
economies of scale through having ac- 
cess to cheaper funds, which will make it 
more difficult for small banks to com- 
pete over the long term. That could force 
some to find merger partners. 

Anthony Lok. a bank analyst with 
Nomura International Hong Kong Ltd., 
said: “What's going on now with banks' 
profits is not a cyclical downturn. It’s a 
structural change that, in three years* 
time, will force consolidation.” 


of offering the more sweeping changes 
that he had considered. 

Under Mr. Levitt's proposal, a ma- 
jority of mutual-fund directors, instead 
of the present 40 percent, would have io 
be independent of the firm managing the 
fund, and independent directors would 
nominate their replacements. 

Mr. Levin noted, however, that many 
funds already have boards on which 
three-quarters of the members are in- 
dependent directors or already have self- 
nominating independent directors. 

He also proposed that outside lawyers 
and auditors for fund boards be inde- 
pendent of the fund-management com- 
pany and that funds be required to dis- 
close more information about directors, 
such as any relationships they have with 
the funds’” investment adviser and how 
much money they have in the fund. 

“While these initial measures would 
be the most significant changes in a 
generation, this is just the beginning." 
Mr. Levin said, adding that SEC of- 
ficials would examine other issues in the 
next few months. 

Speaking to an industry conference in 
Palm Desert. California, on Monday. 
Mr. Levitt did not embrace the more far- 
reaching changes debated at an industry 
roundtable he convened in February. 

These included giving independent 
directors the power to terminate a fund 
manager's contract at any time, requir- 
ing former fund-company officers to 
wait as long as five years before serving 
as independent directors and examining 
whether fund directors who are also ex- 
ecutives of the fund-management com- 
pany should be paid for their board ser- 
vice. Those options are still being re- 
viewed, SEC officials said. 

“The individual steps he talked about 
struck me as relatively modest and not 
very controversial.” said Kenneth Scott, 
a Stanford University Law School pro- 
fessor. “The most important aspect of 


the speech is that he chose to make it, 
that he wanted to follow up on the 
roundtable conference a month ago and 
continue to signal that in his mind this is. 
and should be, an important item on the 
SEC’s agenda." 

The agency's push to improve mutual- 
fund governance comes after several tu- 
multuous years for fund directors, who 
have occasionally found themselves the 
targets of shareholder lawsuits and nasty 
proxy fights after tangling with fund 
managers. In fact, Mr. Levitt now says 
that the SEC. winch had been sharply 
criticized for not aiding embattled fund 
directors in some cases, will “continue to 
look for opportunities to support inde- 
pendent directors where appropriate.” 

Mutual-fund industry officials de- 
clined to say wheiher they would en- 
dorse the proposals made Monday. 

“The ideas Levitt put forth are cer- 
tainly worth looking at, but to commit to 
them, we’ll have to see exactly the form in 
which they are proposed," said Matthew 
fink, president of the Investment Com- 
pany Institute, an industry trade group. 

The institute also said it had formed its 
own six-member advisory group to 
study ways to improve fund governance. 
The group, which includes fund-com- 
pany executives and independent fund 
directors but no one unaffiliated with a 
fund company, could report suggested 
changes by tins summer. 

The group is also likely to examine 
closely other suggestions that Mr. Levitt 
made: encouraging separate insurance 
coverage for directors and fund man- 
agers in case one sues the other; in- 
creasing scrutiny over such practices as 
the directing of trades to a brokerage 
firm that in return gives valuable equip- 
ment or services that do not necessarily 
benefit fund shareholders, and increas- 
ing disclosure to shareholders of funds' 
tax-adjusted returns. 

“Those are the right issues,” said 
Robert Denham, a former chief exec- 
utive of whai was then Salomon Inc. and 
now a prominent Los Angeles lawyer. In 
particular, he said, disclosing tax-adjus- 
ted returns was “necessary for investors 
to be able to make informed judgments 
about whether particular funds are ap- 
propriate for taxable accounts. ” 
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World Roundup 


Tennis Gives 


Sampras Defeated 


tennis One day after reclaim- 
ing the No. I ranking, Pete Sampras 
lost Tuesday to Richard Krajicek in 
foe quarterfinals of the Upton 
Championships, 6-2, 7-6 (8-6;. 

Sampras regained the No. 1 
ranking be relinquished last week 


A New Shine 


by winning Monday while Carlos 
Moya lost. Despite Sampras’s loss 
in Key Biscayne, Florida, next 


No One WiUBeNo. 1 
Until the End of the Year 


week will be his 263d week on top, 
seven shy of Ivan Lendl’s career 
record. 

Steffi Graf extended her win- 
ning streak at Upton to 21 con- 
secutive matches by beating Nata- 
sha Zvereva 6-2, 6-4 in the fourth 
round. Zvereva double-faulted on 
match point (AP) 


By Christopher Clarey 

International Heiuld Tribune 


It was a remarkably brief reign for 
Carlos Moya, the first Spanish man to 
become No. 1 in the tennis world. He 
officially scaled the computer rankings 
on March 15 and explained how ful- 
filling it was to “be the king," but just a 
week later, Sebastian Grosjean. a young 


Antic Rehired as Coach 


In the Arena 


SOCCER Raddy Antic is return- 
ing to coach Atletico Madrid, the 
team said Tuesday. Antic will take 
over from Carlos Sanchez Aguiar. 
Aguiar, an interim replacement 
for Arrigo Sac chi who was fired in 
February, resigned after Atletico 
lost, 2-0, Sunday to Alaves. Antic 
led Atletico to the first Spanish 
league and cup double in its his- 
tory in 19%. He was fired in 1997. 

(AFP. Reuters ) 


Oldest Swim Record Falls 


swimming Grant Hacked 
broke the oldest world record in 
men’s swimming, the 200-meter 
freestyle, Tuesday when he swam 
the first leg of die 200 meters relay 
in 1 minute 46.67 seconds at die 
Australian national champion- 
ships in Brisbane. Hacked broke 
the record of 1 :46.69 set by Gior- 
gio Lambert:, an Italian, in Bonn 
in 1989. (Reuters) 


Frenchman, ensured that Moya will be 
dethroned next Monday by bearing the 
Majorcan, 3-6, 6-4, 7-6 (11-91, in the 
fourth round in Key Biscayne, Florida. 

Moya’s successor? The same lean and 
perhaps no-longer-so-hungry American 
who was his predecessor Pete Sampras. 
But with the claycourt season looming, 
Sampras may not hold his virtual lead for 
long over Moya or Yevgeni Kafelnikov, 
who came within one victory of reaching 
No. 1 late last month. 

While renewal is healthy for sports, 
too much transition is confusing, and the 
disorder at the top of the men 's game is an 
excellent argument for the ranking sys- 
tem that will be put in place next year. 



Balkan Wars Intrude 


On Nationalistic Sport 


One Game Is Maced, and Two Are on Hold 


By Rob Hughes 

International Herald Tribune 


ONDON — With untimely 
cieoce, three of the 20.quali 


games this weekend toward Euro 


2000 were scheduled for Macedonia, ^ member were 

Y ugoslavia and the troubled Russmn this week, 

republic of North Ossetia. . ^ Ar> not include Stefan Effenbere, 

^The bomb to killed 60 people^ 

Vladikavkaz, the capital of North Os- whore suengui n i av j* 

setia, on Friday caused Russia to move spur Bayern*^ include Lothar Mat- 
its match against Andorra to the relative j^ned 38 years young this 

week. But there is around the national 


‘'The best Bayern team in 20 years” 
and the “worst Gcnn ^ 1 . l ?? rt “ 
memory” are qu*® 5 
Beckenbauer, the president of Bayern 
Munich and the trainer of G^xnany wten 
it bestrode the wond at the start of dus 
decade. Yet both rely on the same play- 


C uko pe an Seceii 


security of Moscow. On Tuesday, with 
the giiTiarinn in the Balkans deteriorating. 


UEFA, the governing body of European 
soccer, oostooned a decision over whefih- 


camp either an indifference or a neurosis 
when the Muncheners change stmts that 
needs to be addressed if the country is 
even to qualify for Euro 2000. 

Germany’s oldest sporting foe, Eng- 


soccer, postponed a decision over whetb- oennany a 

er the comets between Yugoslavia and fend. * 
Croatia in Belgrade, aad bstwsn Mace- 


Jenj Unpnlbucn 

ICE DANCE — France's Marina Anissina and Gwendal Peizerat emoting 
Tuesday at the World Figure Skating Championships. Russians Anjelika 
Krylova and Oleg Ovsiannikov led after the first day. The French tied for 
second with Shae-Lynn Bourne and Victor Kraatz of Canada. 


donia and the Republic of Ireland in 
Skopje, Macedonia, should be played. 

“It’s sad that people are being killed 
in that parr of the world,” said Mick 


gan stands head and shoulders beneath 
the of Tony Adams, David Seaman 
and Alan Shearer. Yet be, dubbed 
Migh ty Moose when he performed for 


McCarthy, foe Ireland manager. “Fm Hamburg, is their boss. 


w toTtol SnSfer one 


and Pete Sampras. That is superb com- 
pany, all the better when you consider 
who isn’t there: Boris Becker, Andre 
Agassi, John Newcombe, Marcelo Rios 


were posted in Helsinki, isn’t it better to 
be slow and right than quick and 
wrong? 


^ndtoiepS^to^o^dS personal fee of £50.000 ($8 1,400) a con- 
us to travel if there was a risk. But while test, Keegan is doubling upon his fuU- 
we wait, I have to prepare players for a fhne job ttymg to mae owned 


The existing method ranks players on or, at least not yet, Carlos Moya. 


their best 14 performances over the pre- 
vious 52 weeks. Since only the best 
results count, players do not pay a high 
enough price for losing in foe early 
rounds. The new system will create a 


BEING A FAIR judge in figure skat- 


TOG ETHER, Alberto Tomba and 
Deborah Compagnoni made alpine ski- 
ing a major spectator sport in Italy. Now, 


rounds. The new system will create a in a world championship, the nine judges 


ing become easier. For foe first time Compagnoni has followed Tomba into 


yearlong race, and though there will be sitting rinkside in Helsinki have access to 


Gretzky Returns in Vain 


hockey Wayne Gretzky, the 
New York. Ranger center, returned 
from a neck injury sooner than 
expected, but his team still lost 
Gretzky was held scoreless with- 
out a shot in 15 shifts on Monday 
in the Rangers’ 6-3 loss to foe 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 

•In Toronto, Dave Babych and 
Dan McGillis scored 41 seconds 
apart in the second period as Phil- 
adelphia beat the Maple Leafs, 
3-1. It was the Flyers’ second 
straight victory without coach Ro- 
ger Neilson. who is suspended. 

(AP. Reuters) 


changes at the Top of foe standings, foe 
only man who will have foe right to 
claim No. 1 status will be the man who 
leads after foe last ball has been struck in 
December. Everybody will start from 
scratch in January. 

This will effectively imitate the sys- 
tem that works well for Formula One, 
although not every event will be worth 
the same number of points in tennis. In 
tennis, where there is Utile to chose be- 
tween foe top men, the change will also 


video replays at their seats that can help 
them confirm whether a pair’s spin com- 
bination was flawless or whether a skater 
landed on two feet instead of one. 

This is part of a continuing and laud- 
able effort to reduce the judging dis- 
crepancies that have often done a dis- 
service to foe sport. 

For now, the video on demand is avail- 
able only for the ice dancing compulsor- 
ies and foe short programs for pairs and 
men's and women’s singles. Those pro- 


keep theNo. l ranking from losing much u,cu5auu "? 1UCU lu ~** P . 

of fis cachet (how mlaningful would it **"» ** ^ementsor, m 

hr fmr m fifth or case of ice dancing, required se- 


be, for example, to become the fifth or 

sixth different No. 1 in a given year?) fences foat can be quickly identified 
Though 15 different men have and quickly made accessible on video, 
reached the top since foe computer rank- The judges are not required to take a 

ings were begun in 1973. only nine of second look, but many of them do. At the 


retirement, surrendering foe snow to the 
Austrians whose dominance helped in- 
fluence her decision to move on. 

The sport may never recover com- 
pletely in Italy, but the International Ski 
Federation does have an idea that could 
help promote winter sports there and 
elsewhere. 

Traditionally, World Cup finals in foe 
various winter disciplines are scattered 
throughout Europe, North America and 
Asia, but next March, the FIS will bring 
them together in Bonnio, Italy, and its 
surrounding region during foe same 
week. It will be a Winter Olympics in 
miniature with snowboarders and alpine, 
cross-country and freestyle skiers all 
sharing foe spotlighL 


football match.” 

Not for the first time, sports and the 
deadly realities of the Balkans conflict 
are on a collision cause. It may seem 
limp to point out that Savo Milosevic 
and Davor Suker, goalscorers of Serbia 
and Croatia, are mercenaries not of war 
but of sports, and a few years ago, they 
were being groomed for foe one 
Yugoslav national squad. 

Strange tunes indeed for those who 
cherish soccer for the way it crosses 
boundaries and cultures. Strange, also, 
that the remaining 1 7 encounters form a 
rite of spring in which it is an accepted 
practice for nationalism to ride on a 
sports outcome. 


by Mohamed al Fayed, who also owns 
che Hatreds, from foe lower divisions, 
fiict “When I am with England,” foe 
iem Mighty Mouse has roared, “I will give 
svic 1,000 percent” 

rbia The key, he concedes, is that players 
war give 100 percent, and Keegan, never the 
hey swiftest or the most naturally blessed 
one player but one who never gave up a cause 
in scoring 21 times in 63 matches for Ms 
who country, will try to enthuse his chosen 
sses players with his indomitable spirit 


K EEGAN KNOWS less about de- 
fense than he does about attack. 
He commits players to cavalier 
tactics. He will look to the players as the 


In Ukraine, for example, the head of anthems are played, for he believes it is 
state proudly identified himself last bow players line up to “God Save the 


players 


week on the side of Dynamo Kiev — Queen” that gives an England team its, 
which we are urged to call by its Ukrain- well, its Englishness. 


those players have finished the year on 


top: Die Nastase. Jimmy Connors. Bjorn 
Borg, John McEnroe, Ivan LendL Mats 


recent European championships, a solid 
majority made use of the system, and if 
on Monday and Tuesday it did occa- 


Wtiander, Stefan Edberg, Jim Courier sionally lengthen the time before scores 


THE INTERMARKET 


IT IS difficult to know how to define 
Breitling Orbiter-3’s successful balloon 
trip around foe world. Was it a sporting 
or a technological achievement? 

The debate is open, but Richard Bran- 
son, the British raoguL believes foe next 
step should be the creation of a sporting 
event Branson, who tried and failed to 
make the journey that Bertrand Piccard 
and Brian Jones successfully completed 
on Sunday, wants to have a biennial 
round-the-world balloon race foat would 
involve reams from all over foe world. 


ian name, Kyiv — as that dub elim- 
inated Real Madrid from the UEFA 
Champions League. Andrei Shevchen- 
ko. a true native of Kiev, scored foe 
goals, assisted by Sergei Rebrov, a Rus- 
sian adopted in the Ukraine capital. 

Come Saturday, fitness permitting, 
comrades Shevchenko and Rebrov will 
team together for Ukraine. And what a 
duel it promises to be with these two 


That, in bygone times, used to scare 
iponents. Poland, visitors Saturday to 
embley. has players who may not be 


fervor. In foe final games under coach 
Glenn Hoddle, England's morale and 
belief visibly wilted, and when foat hap- 
pens the ordinariness of foe English — 
foe lack of outstanding creative players 
and' the dependence on teenage icon 


running at Marcel Desailly and Laurent Michael Owen - — is obvious. 
Blanc at the heart of foe French defense Hoddle, with his faith 1 


La foe Stade de France. 

France is champion of the world. It is 
understandable that players of foe ped- 
igree of Shevchenko, a striker whose for- 


Hoddle, with his faith healer, has 
gone. So has his attempt to realign foe 
English in foe style of Germany. If one 
player ignored by Hoddle but chosen by 
Keegan fits foe new bill, it is Arsenal’s 


tune appears already assigned to AC Mi- pugnacious wing-back Ray Parlour. It is 


lan this summer, seek to test their mettle said that Parlour's chances under Hoddle 


against the best For others who thought dtsaj 


they were best, the bells are tolling. 


ared when Eileen Drewery, 
’s spiritualist guru, laid hands on 


GENERAL 


Germany, foe defending European his head and asked what he needed. 
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Personals 


Announcements 


tur the sacrs) heart of jesus 

be atoed, gtorfad. and presered 
tteougfaul ran an torwer. 

Sacred Hon d Jesus, nay to is. Sate 
Jude, water of mbades. pray to us. 
Saioi Jude, helper ol ite hopeless, 
pray to®. Aim Say this prayer nine 
ttees a Ay. by tha nhh toy praya 
wi be answered. D has rarer been 
known to fafl. PubficaUga must be 
promised. THANK YOU SAINT JUDE 
Wffl SAINT ANTHONY to aO prayers 
answered. Please continue to look 
alter is. JBT. 


0 HOLT ST JUDE, qasfl e and m artyr, 
oral h virtue and rich h nbatSs s, near 
fireman tf Jesus CtrtL Mrtd Hem- 
scr m al ten note yaw special patron- 
age in tecs ol reed To you I have re- 
cause tom the depth d my heart and 
tanty beg jou. to whom Gut tos pen 
suJi grea powwr. to come to my assis- 
tancs. Heto me in my present inert pe- 
flion h reton I premise to mue you 
name known and cause you to be m- 
votei & Jute pray (or ma and al wbo 


HmltagfeJEritnrae 
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THAHK YOU SACRED HEART 
ot Jesus to prayers answered. 
A.G. 


invoke you akL in need d you 
intercession. Amen. Tnank you tor an- 
swemg my prayers 
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THIS IS supposed to be foe year of 
Marion Jones, foe American sprinter and 
long jumper who is aiming for four gold 
medals in August at foe world track and 
field championships. She did nothing to 
change that impression last week in 
South Africa when she opened her sea- 
son by running 200 meters in 21.84 
seconds into a headwind. It was her 
fouxth-fastest time over foe distance. 


master, has a difficult trip Saturday to 
Belfast, where Northern Ireland awaits, 
not rich in soccer resources but obdurate 
whenever foe Germans come. Anywhere 
is testing to Erich Ribbeck’s German 
side following its ignominious 3-0 loss 
to foe United States SA a month ago. 


“Short back and sides!” the player 
supposedly joked, a reference to a par- 
ticularly English haircut Did he really 
say that? Parlour’s gray eyes reveal mis- 
chief and humor. “Allegedly,” he 
answered, ff he makes his debut for Eng- 
land against Poland be sure Parlour wul 


There is a dichotomy between Bayern give 1,000 percent for foe new Messiah. 
Munich, whose form has been so im- 


perious that all-time Bondesliga records 
keep felling to it, and foe national team. 
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For Rising U.S. Cyclist, the Tour Is No. 1 
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By Samuel Abt 

Imenumbrut Herald Tribune 


really hard. And right at foe bottom, I above everyone else in foe climbs. The 
turned my ankle because I was trying to time trials are better for me than for him 
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Rob Hughes is chief sports writer of 
The Times of London. 


keep from going over the handlebars.'’ tiiis year, but there’s one way you win the 
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foe Paris-Nice race took a lot out muscle and the bone and a slight sprain So, to work. Jnlich has been r iding 
of Bobby Jnlich and, as he noted — enough to keep him off his bicycle for four to six hours a day in the countryside v : i 
wkb a laugh, he was merely watching it more than two weeks. behind Nice. ■ ‘ 

on television. After rehabilitation, including ultra- “I go everywhere, there are so many 

“It was so tense the whole time," the sound, massage, icing and a lot of swim- roads,” he said. “And the sunshine 

ming, he resumed training near Nice makes so much difference. That def- 
early this month. As. always, he fried to initely affects your motivation for train- 
see the bright side: “Sometimes it just ing. You can ride here four, five, six 
doesn't click. Regardless of how many hours and not even realize h. Whoa 
desserts you don’t eat and bow many you’re someplace that's gloomy, even 
hours of sleep you get, foe stretching that two, three hours seem to be difficult” 
y° u do — sometimes it’s just not your In addition to his lost weeks because 
Ume -’ of foe injury, he admitted that he spent 

F „_ . less time than usual training riming the 

OR A LONG while, it was not his winter. “My main goal this SGeason 
*“£■ a distinguished career was to get my personal life in order,” he 
J? V;?- amateur said. He and his longtime companion, 

ream, he had tondeebe 1993 season as Angela Morgan, were maffiedlastOc- 
f n J!Si !p J* enl team J colr - tober and bought a house in Havertown, 

lap^l at foe dart of foe yarand he Pennsylvania. They rent an apartment 
could not find another berth. Then he Nice 

woriced for two with the former . “ft was a pretty hectic situation,” he 
Motorola team as a stnctlv cnnrvirt tSHat coix ^ . . £Y 


VIENNA, AUSTRIA. Td: 713 • 3374. 
Are yso sad a worried? Lonely or 6a- 
pTHssaJ? Are you despairs or siateP 
n helps to talk about L Phone: 
effRETfiTERS it tnUi confttoce. Mov 
Frt. 900 are • 1 pm and ewy toy 630 
pm - 10pm. 


star climber said. “I felt ray teeth kind of ming, he resumed training near Nice 
clenched and my fists balled up, fell of early this month. As always, he tried to 


Paris Area Unfurnished 


tension. I caught myself and said, ‘Re- 
lax, you’re not there.' ” 


see the bright side: “Sometimes it just 
doesn’t click. Regardless of how many 


FEEING kw*-1 
H&Patstetoein 
llfll. Td Paris 
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AVENUE CBOtlA 
1-figh ctess leskfena. 
AOBtmert. tub rate* Banes, 
9 mas. 250 sum. top ter. 
250 SQM TERRACE, 


Julich, the 27-year-old American who desserts you don’t eat and bow many 
finished third in the last Tour de France, hours of sleep you get, the stretching that 
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was sitting at home in Nice during foe 
race for two reasons: He was injared in a 
race in Spain last month, and Paris-Nice 
was never on his schedule. This year, 
spring is not his time of year; his ob- 
jectives begin in July with the Tour. 


Bat only begin, he insisted in an in- 
rview. ‘ 'The Tour de France is my No. 


DIVORCE M 1 DAT. No travel Wile: 
BOX 377. Sutoiy, MA 01776 USA. Tat 
97944^8387, for 9W44M1KL 


terview. * 'The Tour de France is my No. 
1 objective, but this little injury has 
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brought me down a peg. When you’re could not find another berth. Then he 
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F OR A LONG while, it was not his 
time. After a distinguished career 
with foe U.S. national amateur 
t e a m , he had to ride the 1993 season as 
an independent when his new team col- 
lapsed at the start of foe year and he 
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•ought a bouse in Haveztown, 
tia. They rent an apartment in 


Real Estate 
for Sale 


NEAR PARS - VUE tTAVRAY, Bead- 
M housa, 200 sqm. ^Uen. 2 teracee, 
ty torn eatopped ttdwi, periect era- 
(ton FMJ3Q0 TfiVFat 33(0)1 47081073 


thinking of only one race over foe winter worked for two years wifo foe former . “ft was a pretty hectic situation.” he 

andfoe beginning ofthe seasou^ou Motraok team as a strictly support rider said, “Hying to fit training around iDott*- 
kmd of lose focus. You say, ‘Don t before his life turned around when be ing at houses i™™. d-Ii* 

worry, this spring isn’t important, foe finished ninth in the 1996 Vuelta a Es- life, ft was v^^ssfeL Ftf* never 

bought anything of value. I’d never even 
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kind of lose focus. You say, ‘Don’t before his life turned around when he 
worry, this spring isn’t important, foe finished ninth in the 1996 Vuelta a Es- 
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and the world championships, and 1 have race 
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high goals for all of those races.” 

He returned to action for his Cofidis 
mam. which is based in France, last 
weekend, riding in foe minor Cholet- 
Pays de Loire race while foe other big 


in the world championship 
earned him a job wifo Cofidis. 


Unheralded, he finished a fine 17th in 
foe 1997 Tour de France, growing 
stronger as the three-week race pro- 
gressed and completing it with a fourth 
place in foe final time trial His third 


uioiiico. uemniseiy my energy 
bike.” ■ 811 ® 0n 


S £ 


Employment 


uns were in Milan-San Remo, a World place in the last Tour and his power in 
!up classic. His schedule will stay low time trials and climbs vaulted him into a 


Now, however, his' season is finally 
under way and he. is thinking about 
races, die Tour de France especially. 

Everyone wants to win foe Tom,” 
tesaid. “It's the biggest race in foe 
.® n L regardless of what place I 
fetish, it’ll be fine wife me as Icing as I 
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key for weeks to come and will also be co-leader’s role wifo his team and rank give 100 nercem ^ ^ 
heavy. him among the major contenders for “I fite what tw ma p-a* i 

“Thai’s because I haven r raced, ba- victory in this year’s race. vear ® 

sically. Tm starting five weeks later than Of his rivals, Julich remains most the statre s 

everyone else.” impressed by Marco PtotanTfoTlS S® 

Julich injured an ankle in foe Rata del who won both the Giro dTtalia and the had foe ton ^^ ac ^ es - ^ ^ 


Sol race when foe chain on his bicycle Tour de France last year. 


snapped as he was at the top of a pedal 
stroke. ‘*1 was standing up and my foot 
shot right down and 1 pointed my toe 


“If he climbs like he did last year 
there’s not really much you can do," he 
said. “He was so head and shoulders 


I like what they did in Paris-Nice 
fois year. Usually it’s the guy who won ■ 
foe stage who's up on the podium, gey 1 
^ acco ^ es - Now I saw they/ 
had the top three guys up there. I foinir 
mat s a great idea. 

Win at all costs, it’s rally first rhar 
matters is a bad mindset Just finishing 
the Tour is a huge accomplishment” ^ 
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Tennessee Women Shocked 

Duke Wins, 69-63, and. Like Men, Goes to Final 4 
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By Kathy Orton 

Wfrs/u«g;,»i Pos, Sen-ice 

GREENSBORO. North 

Carolina _ poke's coach, 
<jau Goestenkore, said she 
®*pected her team to beat the 
women’s three-time defend- 
ing national champion, Ten- 
nessee, in the National Col- 
legiate Athletic Association 
East Region final. Only the 
team believed her. 

But with Georgia 
Schweitzer scoring 22 points 
and the Blue Devils shutting 
down Chamique Holdsclaw, 
Duke made believers out of 
*Y®X°ne else, pulling off a 
oy-o3 upset Monday night to 
advance to the women's Final 
Four for the first time. 

It was Tennessee’s first 
loss in the NCAA tou rnament 
since the 1995 championship 
game. 

“I don't know if we con- 
sidered it such a huge upset,” 
Goesteokors said. “We really 
believed we would win.” 

Duke became die first 
school since Georgia in 1983 
to send both its men’s and 
women’s teams to the Final 
Four. 

The Duke women wifi play 
Georgia in a national semi- 


final Friday night in San Jose, 
California. 

The Blue Devils (28-6) 
showed patience on offense 
and intensity on defense. 
Duke, which made 12 of 16 

Women's NCAA 

free throws down the stretch 
to seal the victory, never 
trailed after about the first 13 
minutes of play. 

Tennessee (31-3) finished 
the game without either of its 
seniors on the court Hold- 
sclaw ’s and Kellie Jolly’s ca- 
reers came to a premature end 
when they fouled out with 26 
seconds and eight seconds re- 
maining, respectively. 

“You can want something 
so much that sometimes you 
can’t relax and go get it’ ’ said 
Pat Summitt, die Tennessee 
coach. Holdsclaw, a three- 
time first-team all-American, 
made only two of 18 shots and 
finished with eight points, ty- 
ing her season low. 

Holdsclaw moved into third 
place on the NCAA all-time 
scoring fist with 3,025 points. 

Tennessee was uncharac- 
teristically rattled by Duke’s 
defense. Semeka Randall and 
Kristen Clement shot air 


Scoreboard 


BASEBALL 


Exhibition Baseball 

mohmtunht 

Detroit 1 Texns2 

Philadelphia 6. Minnesota 4 

St. Louis 12. BaWmare3 

Los Angeles 4, Kansas atyl 

Boston 1, Pittsburgh 0 

Florida 14 Montreal 10 

CWcogo WWte So* It. Seattle 9 

Anaheim 8. Son Diego (ssj 5 

Son Dleoo tss) 7, Chicago Cubs 7, he, 1 0 Inn. 

MDwaukwa Colorado 3, fie. 11 Innings 

Atlanta VL Cleveland 2 

Oakland 4 San Franctsa>2 


BASKETBALL 


NBA StaNEHHOS 


ATLANTIC UVIStON 


San Antonio 

16 

9 

A 40 

3 

Minnesota 

14 

12 

£38 

5V. 

Dates 

9 

18 

£33 

11- 

Denver 

7 

18 

£80 

12 

Vancouver 

5 

21 

.192 

14ft 

MOFICDIVBION 


Portland 

20 

5 

£00 



LA. Lakers 

19 

9 

£79 

2V. 

Seattle 

13 

11 

SO 

6ft 

Phoenix 

13 

13 

J00 

7ft 

Golden State 

10 

14 

417 

9ft 

Soonmento 

11 

16 

407 

10 

LA-CCppeo 

2 

22 

JJ83 

17ft 
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J5Q 
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Orlando 

18 

8 
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Ptdladelphia 

14 

IT - 

560 

4ft 
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New York 

15 

12 

.556 
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Oft 
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Boston 

8 

15 

.348 

9ft 

“* “ 

New Jersey 

5 

20 
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13ft 
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IntBana 

18 

7 

720 
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MltaaiAee 

15 

.10 

400 
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Aflanta 

15 

11 

-577 

3ft 


-Detroit 

14 

.12 

438 

rift 


Ctovetand 

12 

11 

-522 
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IT- 

Toronto 

11 

13 

4S8 

6ft 
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Utah 

19 

6 

J60 

— " 


Houston 

17 

9 

454 

2ft 


MONDAY HWU1 
Wastingtoa 18 34 21 23— U 

Imfiano 78 20 M 32— 90 

W: Rkfwiond 14-2266 35. Striddondd-15 
2-2 14 Thorpe 5-10 *4 14 I: Miller 5-12 7-7 
IB SmHs5-724-S 1-1 Rebounds: Washington 
60 (Walloce 14). Indtona47 GLDovftoSmtts 
8). Assists: Washingto n u (SMckkmd n 
Indiana 14 (MJadson 4). 

Toronto 14 27 22 24— 87 

NewJmey 32 24 23 23— 106 

T: Wallace 7- U 5-4 7 9, Christe4-13 4-4 M 
Slater 4-6 4-5 lfc NJj Marinny 10-18 10-12 
31, Carr 8-1 95-5 24. Rebounds: T-52 IWaUoce 
n NJ. 56 {J.WIBkmis 15). Assets T. 12 
(Oaldey, V-Caitor 3). N J. 22 (Maibury 12). 
Atlanta 12 18 27 U- M 

Now York 19 15 22 15- 71 

. A: Blaylock 5-12 3-3 15, Henderson 3-9 8-8 
14 Smith 4-14 6-7 14 HYj Ewing B-21 74123 
Houston 4-13 64 16. Rebounds: Atlanta 5S 
(Mulomba B), New York 63 (LJohnsen 10). 
Assists: Afiaida 15 (SmUti AJahnsun 5). 
New York 13 (Ward 5). 

Sacramento 22 28 19 31—100 

Hooshm 27 34 25 24-110 

S: Webber 13-20 35 29, Manvel 6-12 9-10 
2& H: CHajmvon 14404-732. Pippan ID-164- 
625. Rebounds: Saoomonto39 (Webber 1 11, 
Houston 66 (Berkley 16). Assists: 
Sacramento 23 (Webber 6). Houston 32 
(PIppeaB. 

LA- Lakers 17 27 29 23- 96 

Dallas ■ 25 22 19 27— 93 


SPORTS 


balls, and Holdsclaw, 
blanketed by a variety of de- 
fenders. missed all 10 of her 
shots before halftime. 

In other games Monday, 
The Associated Press report- 
ed: 

' Purdiaa 75 , Riita4t« as Top- 
ranked Purdue ran its winning 
streak to 30 as it beat Rutgers 
in the Midwest final in Nor- 
mal, Illinois. Purdue is going 
to the Final Four for just the 
second time, having made its 
fust trip in 1994. 

. “It’s very satisfying, but 
we’re not finished,’’ said 
Sr^banie White-McCarty, an 
All-American who led the 
Boilermakers with 22 points. 
Purdue got Rutgers (29-6) in 
foul trouble and capitalized 
by making 30 of 46 free 
throws. Rutgers was called for 
32 fouls and was only 7 for 15 
when it got to the foul fine. 

Georgia 89, Iowa SL 71 In 

Cincinnati, Georgia ad- 
vanced to the Final Four be- 
hind the shooting of Kelly 
Miller, who went 6 for 8 on 3- 
pointers in scoring 33 points 
in the Mideast Regional final. 
Miller had four threes and 18 
points as Georgia built a 37- 
22 halftime lead, and Iowa 
State never got back in it. 


Ukeis ONral 9-15 7-12 2 & Bryant 8-175- 
521; 0: FWeyll-241-323 Davis 7-151-1 16. 
Rebounds: Lakers 48 (Rodman 173# Dates 52 
(Green 70). Assists: Lakers 20 (Fisher. Fas 
4). DoBas 20 (Nash 87. 

Detroit 14 23 26 23- 86 

MOVDOtoe 40 28 » 27-115 

0: LaOtoer 4-931017, Stackhouse 1-810- 
12 13 Alt Allen 6-95-519, Robinson 312 04) 
1& Rebounds: Detract 58 (Laettner 9), 
Mrtwaokse 46 (Thomas 7). Assists: Detroit 
13 (HA Laettner 3X Mfawkoc 2* 
(Workman B). 

Vancouver 19 14 20 31— 84 

Phoenix 24 13 19 33- 89 

V: Abtfur-RoMm 8-71 10-12 26. Lopez 6-10 
2-1 T4P: Kidd 6-7077-22 24 6ugfcfto8-733 
5 19. Rebound s : V an couv er 51 (SroHh 8). 
Phoenh57 (GugBatta 10). Assists: Vancouver 
IB (Bfcby 4k PhoeiW 25 (Kidd 9). 
Phttarietptiia 11 17 14 25-76 

Seattle 18 27 26 21—91 

P: Hughes 5-9 54 1& Iverson 4-1 3 64 US: 
Payton 9-22 64 24, Schrerapf 7-13 35 17. 
Rebounds: Phfiodefcftta 55 IRnMff 8), Seattle 
63 (Schrerapf, Potynfce 10). Assists: Phi- 
ladelphia 14 (Snow 6), Seattle 22 (Payton 8). 

NCAA Tournament 

MONDAY RESULTS 

Women 

■AST MMOWU MMAL 

Duke 6ft Tennessee 63 

BUMAST BMtOtUU. FINAL 

Georgia 89, Iowa State 71 

MIDW1ST RXOtOKAL FINAL 

Punlue 7ft Rutgers 62 



Louisiana Tech 88, UCLA 62 

In Los Angeles, Amanda 
Wilson had 23 points and 12 
rebounds and Louisiana Tech 
rattled UCLA in die West Re- 


ICE HOCKEY 


NHLStamdihbs 

EASTON COMfUSMCX 

A7XAMHC DIVISION 

W L T Pts G 


New Jersey 
Pittsburgh 
PhllodNpMa 
N.Y. Rangers 
N.Y. Wanders 


Carolina 
Florida 
Washington 
Tampa Bay 


I 38 22 8 8J 

35 22 12 82 
to 22 22 1 7 81 

ss 29 32 10 68 

ers 20 42 9 49 

NORTHEAST DMBWH 
W L T Pto 
40 20 9 89 
38 27 5 81 
32 23 13 77 
31 27 11 73 

28 32 10 66 
SOUTHEAST DtVBBON 
W L T PIS 
30 27 14 74 

26 26 17 69 


29 35 6 64 


Cotomdo 

Calgary 

Edmonton 

Vancouver 


Loukkna Tech 8& UCLA 62 

1MIDIUMUI. 

IN Ski Joe*. CALK 

N attend Semifinals on March 26: Duke vs. 
Georgia; Purdue vs. Louisiana TechJ = Uial 
and 3d ptoce matches on Marti 2ft 


x-DaUos 
- Phoentx 
Anaheim 
San Jose 
Las Angeles 


CENTRAL OIVBRM 
W L T Pts 

34 30 6 74 

30 29 11 71 

24 39 7 55 
21 39 10 52 

NORTHWEST DTVTStON 
W L T Ptt 

35 26 9 79 

27 32 11 65 

26 33 11 63 
20 39 11 51 

PACIFIC DIVISION 

W L T Pts 
43 14 12 98 
■ 34 24 12 BO 

31 28 11 73 

26 28 16 68 

5 27 38 5 59 


Rodman Makes His Point 
— And Referee Makes His 


RM3 BunxogbVnv Uwoud Ptc— . 

Chamique Holdsclaw of Tennessee seeking a way out 
as she was trapped by two Duke players, Lauren Rice, 
ri gh t, and Peppi Browne, in the East Regional final. 


x-dlnched playoff berth. 


gion final with relentless de- 
fensive pressure. 

Down by 10 early, Tech 
ended the first half with a 17- 
4 run to go up, 35-32. 


MONDAY room 
Sen Jose 0 10 0-1 

Montreal 0 T 0 0-4 

1st Per.: a. 2d Per- SJ^Nafan I ft. Z M- 
Wtonrich 6 (Carson, Komi) (pp). 3d Pw- 0. 
OT: a Shots aa goed: SJ.- 4-6- 5-2—1 7.M-11- 
16-11-6-44. Geafies: SJ.-Shiekfc. M- Hoekett 

N. Y. Rangoro 2 0 1-3 

Tempo Bay 3 2 1-6 

1st period: T-SflGnger 7 (Grotton) Z N.Y.- 
Stovm 20 (Krabte, SovanD (pp). 3, N.Y.- 
Sundsbnm 13 (Kruble) 4. T-Forbes 10 
(Tucker, Svoboda) ft T-Nylander 4 (Spring. 
Cross) 2d Period: T-Gratton 5 (Svoboda 
□ark) (pp). 7, T-Fatbes 11 (Richer. Schwab) 
(sh). 3d Period: T-Prirovtcky 3 (Kubbw, 
Zamaner) 9. N.Y.- Graves 34 (Tamet Loetch) 
Shots on goat N.Y.- 9^-1 3— 3ft T- 1 3-6-8—27. 
Gordies: H.Y.- Ctouttor, f&dder.T-Schwob. 
Ptaladripbta 0 3 0-3 

Toronto 1 0 0—1 

1st P orted: T-5u0t)in 25 nhcvDOft 
Yushkevich) 2d Period: P-Babydi 2 

(Undros, RecchO (pp). 3. P-McGUfe 8 
(BrindAmour. Renberg) 4 P- Undros 40 
(LeClolr. Long tow! (pp). 3d Petted; None. 
Swfs an gm± P- 5-18-5— 2R T- 9-4-7—20- 
Gerdles: P-VanbiesbrouduT- Joseph. 
Carotow 0 1 1-3 

SL LouK I 1 3-6 

1st Period: SJ — Ptcart 6 (Bartecka 

Oeialtm) 2d Period; Carolina Fronds 17 
(Kopanen) (pp). 3. SJ_-FWev 1 (PoBerfa 
Turgem) 3d Period: SJ_-Turgeon 26 
CDemHia Young) (pp). ft SJ^.Pfcmd 7 
(Peroson, Yoke) ft Corofina Primeau 28 
(Coffey) 1, SJ_.-Bariecko 4 (Plaml Oernffra) 
Shots oa godb CaroQno 5-7-10-22. S.U- 10- 
7-10—27. Goidies: Carolina libe- SJ_-Fohr. 
Crdgory I 1 0 8-2 

Ed ami on 1 I 0 0—2 

1st Period: C-Corbet 13 (HouUey, Iglnlal 
(pp).Z E-Kamrttk 8 (Gumta Bern nek) (pp). 
2d Pertod:C-Housley ID (Bura Cosseto) (pp). 
4, E -Murray 14 (Falloon, Beronek) 3d Period: 

O. OT:0. Shots on goto: C- 109-8-1—31. E-9- 
13-10-0—32. GooBb: C-WroggeL E-Salo. 


The Associated press 

As the Los Angeles Lakers 
beat the Mavericks for toe 
ISto straight time, Dennis 
Rodman found another way 
to turn the attention on him- 
self. 

Rodman blew a 1 H« at the 
Dallas bench after making a 
free throw in toe third quarter 
and was called for a technical 
foul in the Lakers* 96-93 win 
victory Monday uighL 

“How can he get a tech- 
nical just for blowing a kiss?’ ’ 
Kurt Rambis, toe Lakers 
coach, asked toe referee. 

Rodman turned down all 
interview requests as he 
dressed in a room away from 
the media. 

He had 17 rebounds as toe 
Lakers improved to 1 1-0 with 
him in toe lineup. He played 
for toe second time since 
leaving the team for four 
games because of personal 
reasons. The Lakers lost three 
of toe four games he missed. 

“It’s good to have him 
back,” Shaquille O'Neal 
said. “His job is to rebound, 
and that’s what he did to- 
nighL” 

O’Neal had 25 points and 


CRICKET 


ZIMBABWE V*. tUMYA 
TUESDAY M DHAKA, B ANOLAOeSH 

Ztoibtonve 280-6 In 50 oven. 

Kenya: 21 6^ in 50 oven. 

Zimbabwe won by 64 runs. 

WW BIBOS A V8. AUSVBAUA 
FOUR-DAY MATCH. FOURTH DAY 
TUESDAY ST JOHNS. ANTIGUA 
Austmfia: 303 and 263-8 dedarod. 

West Indies A: l(D and 310. 

Australia won by 154 runs. 


SKATING 


World Championships 

MONDAY HHELWOa 
F AIKS SHORT MOOUM 

1. 'Yeiena Berezhnayo-Anton Sfidiani-fidze, 
Russia 05. 

2. Sheit Xve-Zhoo Hangba China, 1JL 

3. DorataZagnetoMaha Stadek, FtaUft 

4. Kristy Saigeant-Krls WirtL Can. 2JL 
ft Maria PebavaAtalTldemOK Rio. 25. 

6. Saadi AbHolSkphane Bemads ft. 30. 

7. Tdbro Ta t i totoo Maff n Mriw a*. 3ft 

8. Kyoto ina Gutienbeig, NJ^-John Zim- 
meeman. U5.4JL 

ft Peggy Srimon-Mbto Muler. Ger. 45. 

ID. Valerie Saurette-Jean-Sebasfien Fecteou, 

Canada, SO. 

TUESDAY RESULTS 

ICE DUO, COMPULSORY DANCES 

1. Angefto KiytovoOfeg Ovsyarmlm Rus. A 

2. Marina Aids«ln»Gwendal Peizerot Fr.ljO 
ShoeLyrm Boune-VCor Kiaata Can. UO 

4. Mna Lobachevo-JBo Avertwto. Rus. 1 6 
ft Margarita Drobknto-PovBas Vanogaa 
Uttl. 12 

Barbara Fusar-PofrMauibdo Margagla 
Italy. 2J 


nine rebounds for toe Lakers, 
who went 3-3 on their road 
trip. 

SuporSonlco 92, 78ors 78 

Gary Payton scored 26 points, 
and Seattle limited Allen 

Iverson to 14 points to beat 
visiting Philadelphia. 

Iverson, toe NBA’s leading 
scorer, did not play toe last IS 
minutes after his lower lip 
was split in toe third period. 
He was 4-for-13 from the 
field and had four turnovers in 
28 minutes. 

Bucks 1 1 s, Pistons B8 Mil- 
waukee mule its first 1 1 shots 
and limited Detroit to only 
one basket in the first quarter 
for an easy win at home. 

Milwaukee led, 23-2, when 
Christian Laettner hit toe Pis- 
tons’ only field goal of the 
opening period with 5:10 left 
The Bucks led, 40-14, when 
the quarter ended. 

!tock«t* 1 1 o, Kings i oo Ha- 
keem Olajuwon had a season- 
high 32 points and 12 re- 
bounds as host Houston held 
off Sacramento. The Kings 
trailed, 97-61, with 6:24 left 


7. Kofi Wlnkler-Rene Latefe, Germany. 28 

8. Elena Gnshma-Rudon Gcnchauv, Dili. 22 
ftSytato Nowok-Sebasflon KetabktsU Pat, 36 


TENNIS 


Uptoh Championships 

MONDAY IN KEY BOC AVNE. FLA. 

U8N*S SHtQLES 
FOURTH ROUND 

Sebos fffn Grosjem France, del. Cories 
Maya (1), Spain, 3-6. 6-4. 7-6 0 1-9). 

Pete Sampras (2). US. del. Albert Casta 
Spain, 6-4 6-1. 

Thomas Enqrist (14) Sweden def. Ale* 
Corretia (4), Spain 7-5. 6-3. 

Richard KraHcek (7), Nettierkmds. del. 
Marat Sofia Russia 6-ft 6-1. 

Dominft HrUaty, 5tovokta, def . Maraeio Ri- 
os (8). Chile. 6-2 6-0. 

Jerome Golmard. France, def. Karol Kjj- 
cera ni). Slovakia 4-ft 6-2 6-2 

Nicolas Klefec Gemany, def. Greg Rused- 
ski 02). Britain. 44, 7-5. 6-2. 

Francisco Cknefc Spam deL Vince 
Spadea US. 7-6,46, 64. 

wounrs wholes 

THRDHOUW 

Jana Nomina (4). Czech R. def. Natticfle 
Dediy, France, 5-7. 6-2 63. 

Venus Wffiams. (6), US, def. Fabloia Zu- 
luaga Colombia 63, 6-4. 

Maiy Pierce (8), France, def. Virginia Ro- 
am Pasaral Saala 6- 1, 6-1. 

Amanda Coe&er (9). S. Africa def. Maur- 
een Droka Canada 6-4. 6-4. 

Anna Kaumitova (13). Russia def. Julie 
Hatant-Decugis, Franca 6-4 7-6 (7-51. 

Serena W Warns 06). US. def. Mogul 
Serna Spata, 6-1, 6-0. 

Anke Huber. Germany, def. Ruundra 
Dmgamir, Romania 64. 7-6 (7-1). 

Bataara Schetl Austria def. Aim Kiemer, 
Luxembourg, 6-4 6-2. 


before closing io 99-95. 

Suns 89, Grizzlies 84 Jason 
Kidd overcame a poor night ax , 
toe foul line to help-Phoenix 
win at home. 

Kidd made only 11 of 22 
free throws. Bui he .scored 24 
points and led a 10-0 surge in 
the fourth quarter to beat Van- 
couver. 

Nats 108, Raptors 87 

Stephen Maibury had 3 1 
points and 12 assists as host 
New Jersey won for just toe 
third time in 19 games, end- 
ing Toronto’s five-game win- 
ning streak. 

Pacers 90, Wizards 86 Reg- 
gie Miller made a three- point 
play thar keyed a 15-0 run at 
the stan of toe fourth quarter 
against Washington in Indi- 
anapolis. 

The Pacers trailed, 63-58, 
before Miller rallied them. He 
scored nine of his 1 8 points in 
the final period. 

Hawks 80, Knicks 71 At- 
lanta took advantage of a New 
York team that was playing 
its third game in three nights. 
The Knicks missed 16 of their 
first 17 shots in the fourth 
quarter, bringing loud boos 
from the home crowd. 


TUESDAY RESULTS 
WOMEN'S MMOLES 
FOURTH ROUND 

Martina Hingb (1). Switzerland, def. Mar- 
tone Webigoitner. Germany. 6-0, 6-2. 

Steffi Graf (7). Germany, def. Natasha 
Zvereva Betervs, 6-2 64 


TRANSITIONS 


USHIUL 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

FLORIDA— Optioned LHP Mldtaet Tefera 
RHP Justin Speier. RHP Ryan Dempster and 
RHP Joe Fontenotlo Calgary. PCL Assigned 
RHP Rob Stonifer. RHP Daria Perez. INF 
Pablo Qzuna and C Lionel Hastings to their 
minor-league camp. 

NT METS— Traded OF Jonathan Guzman 
to Kansas O ty tor INF- OF Shone Hatter. 
Signed RHP Oscar Henriquez to a minor 
league contra d. 

BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 

DETROIT — Activated F Charles OBonnan 
from injured Kst. 

HOUSTON— Activated F-C Antoine Cntr 
from injured list. Put G Matt Maloney an 
Injured Del 

MILWAUKEE— Pul G Som CotscH on In- 
jured fist Activated F Scott Williams from 
Injured Est 

HEW JERSEY— Put C Jim Mcltvnine on In- 
jured list. Signed F Jamie Felck la 10-doy 
contract. 

FOOTBALL 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

SAN Francisco— S igned RB Trows Jency. 

Seattle— N amed Douglas Smith director 
of corporate sales. 

HOCKEY 

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 

NEW JERSEY — Put D Scott Stevens and F 
Jay Pandolo on (mured reserve. 
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A Lift for Italian Film 


By AJessandra Stanley 

Nn- Yuri. Timei Senrtet 

R ome — it was 4 a.m> 

when the news hit the 
Casa del Popolo, a social cen- 
ter in Vergaio, Roberto Be- 
nigni's hometown in 
Tuscany. As a giant screen, 
set up for the evening, 
showed the Italian filmmaker 
joyously bounding up onto 
the backs of seats at the 
Academy Awards ceremony, 
thousands of local supporters 
outside the Casa del Popolo 
jumped up and down and 
screamed “Ha vinto!” (“He 
won!”; in a perfect syn- 
chrony of excitement. 

By winning three Oscars 
for “Life Is Beautiful,” his 
comedy set during the Holo- 
caust, Italy's most popular 
comic became the country's 
most important movie figure 
overnight. For Italian cinema, 
which has been in an artistic 
and commercial slump for 
many years, Benigni's recog- 
nition by Hollywood was a 
badly needed shot in the arm. 

A few other Italian films , 
like “Cinema Paradise’ ’ and 
“Mediterraneo.” have won 
the award for best foreign 
film. “Life Is Beautiful,” 
however, was not just a crit- 
ical success but also a com- 
mercial one: the biggest box 
office success in the United 
States of any Italian film yet. 

Perhaps most important, 
Benigni, 46. is the first non- 
English speaker to win the 
best-actor award. Only a few 
Italian actresses have won 
similar honors: Anna Mag- 
nani won a best-actress award 
for a 1955 Hollywood film, 
“The Rose Tattoo.” 

Sophia Loren also won an 
Oscar for best actress, for the 
Italian film “Two Women” 
in 1961. On Sunday night, 
when Loren presented Be- 
nigni with his Oscar for best 
foreign film, she joyously 


shouted. “Roberto!” when 
she opened the envelope. 

In Italy, it was almost as if 
Italy bad won a World Cup 
soccer match. Benigni's 
Oscars led all the news pro- 
grams, with such descriptions 
as “historical event” and a 
“triumph for Italy.” 

Prime Minister Massimo 
D’Alema expressed “his 
great personal satisfaction” 
with Benigni’s success. 
“This is an honor for Italian 
cinema and culture, as well a 
great personal success for Be- 
nigni," D’Alema said. 


Italian film critics mostly 
saw it as a long-needed jolt for 
other Italian directors. “The 
film is an extraordinary phe- 
nomenon.” said Tuliio Ke- 
zictL, a film critic for the daily 
Corriere della Sera. “Very 
few Italian films are critically 
acclaimed and also do well in 
die international market, and 
Benigni has shown that it can 
be done. The question is 
whether other directors will 
learn the lesson.” 

Some I talian ' directors ex- 
pressed gratitude to Benigni. 
saying his success could help 
revive the Italian film world 
“After 8 to 10 years of crisis, 
in which there was wide- 
spread disaffection toward 
our cinema, which was sin- 
cerely mediocre," said Gillo 
Pontecorvo, the director of 
“The Battle of Algiers” in 
1966. “This overwhelming 
success is a positive sign that 
comes ar a time where we see 
fragile signs of renewal.” 

The playwright Dario Fo, 
who won the 1997 Nobel 
Prize in Literature, said he 
was proud of Benigni’s vic- 
tory. “He has shown that 
laughter is not a lack of se- 
riousness,” Fo said “On the 
contrary. Irony and lightness 
are one of the highest forms of 
intelligence.” 


Living on the Periphery, Longing to Be Inside 


By Rachel L. S warns 

Nnr York Times Sen-ice 


N 


Opera star haunts an abandoned 
theater in S hanghai where be was 
murdered for refusing to recast his 
EW YORK — He is wry and songs for the Communist regime, 
witty, the very picture of a He is discovered by Sonja Wong 
playwright, with Pickford, a Chinese-American ro- 


promismg young pi 
his blue jeans, his black leather 
jacket and his California cooL But 
in his mind’s eye. he is still clumsy 
and awkward, a gawky crow crav- 
ing acceptance from a tribe of 
graceful sparrows. Ajid it is this 
metaphor, he says, that best reflects 
his existence as a gay Chinese- 
American writer struggling to suc- 
ceed in a white world. 

“It’s how I see myself in Amer- 
ica, living on the periphery and 
longing to be in the midst of it,” 
said Chay Yew, 33, one of a hand- 
ful of critically acclaimed Asian- 
American writers working in the 
theater in this country. 

‘ ‘It's like when you go to a bar," 
said Yew, whose newest play. 
“Red,” was opening Tnesday at 
the Manhattan Theater Club Stage 
2. ’ ‘You see all these guys. They’re 
having a good time and you want to 
be like them. But you know you 
never can. I’ve learned to actually 
say, *lt's O.K. to be who you are.' 
But it hasn't been easy.” 

For years, be said, be felt pres- 
sured — by Americans and by 
Asians — to be someone he was not 
His parents urged him to abandon 
art for medicine. A white professor 
refused to cast him in a college show 
because he didn’t “look the part” 

When he started writing plays, 
some Asian-American artists railed 
against his gay themes. The actors 
refused to audition. A theater board 
member quit in protest. And Yew’s 
blood began to boil Fran that fury, 
“Red” was bom. The play, direct- 
ed by David Petrarca, explores the 
Cultural Revolution in China and 
the brutal crackdown on artists that 
began in the 1960s. It reflects 
Yew ’s outrage at society's efforts to 
rein in his own artistic sensibilities 
and, he said, at Republicans in Con- 
gress who have sought to regulate 
artists by reducing support for the 
National Endowment for the Arts. 

In ‘ ‘Red,’ ’ the ghost of a Peking 


mance author who writes such bod- 
ice-rippers as “Love in the Jade 
Pagoda” and “Bound Feet, Bound 
Lives.” She visits the theater to 
research her first serious book and 
ends up coming to terras with her- 
self, her art and her history. 

Yew’s earlier plays include the 
well-received .“A Language of 
Their Own,” about gay men strug- 
gling with relationships. AIDS and 
society. “Red” takes on govern- 
ment censorship and also critiques 
Asian-American artists who censor 
themselves and their stories to ap- 
peal to Western and Asian audi- 
ences. Yew pokes fun at artists who 
exotirize the Asian experience 
with clanging gongs, silk robes and 
weeping women rescued by hand- 
some white Americans. “I call 
them ‘Chinky-American experi- 
ence plays,’ and I hate them,” he 
said cheerfully. 

When it was pointed out that 
gongs, somersaults and rapidly un- 
furling red silk curtains figure 
prominently in “Red,” he grinned 
and said, “But I destroy them all by 
the second act” 

David Henry Hwang, perhaps 
America’s most prominent Asian- 
American playwright, said that 
today more young writers were us- 
ing their ethnicity as a point of 
entry to explore broader issues be- 
yond identity. Hwang mentioned 
Yew and Diana Son, who wrote 
“ Stop Kiss.’ * a widely praised play 
about a brutal attack on a gay wom- 
an, recently seen at the Joseph Papp 
Public Theater. The play depicts 
the budding romance between two 
women, one white and one Asian., 
but never discusses race. 

‘ ‘For a lot of writers in my gen- 
eration it was a new idea to think- of 
ourselves as Asian-American, and 
that’s what we focused on,” said 
Hwang, who won a Tony Award in 
1988 for his play “M. Butterfly.” 
“The youngta- generation sees \\ 
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Chay Yew: A crow craving acceptance from a tribe of sparrows. 


simply as one piece in the larger 
mosaic. And' Chay is the most 
powerful voice out of this wave of 
Asian-American playwrights.” 
Yew. whose home is in Los 
Angeles, said be still felt like an 
outsider in America and in Singa- 
pore, where he was bom and lived 
until he was 16. But increasingly, he 
said, he uses “a larger canvas.” 
"There will always be elements 
of gayness and Asian-American- 
ness in my work.” he said. “But I 
t hink I'm concerned with the world 
a lot more. After the 60s and 70s. 
there was this questioning of who 
and what we are, where we come 
from. In the 90s, we say to our- 
selves, ‘We now know who we are, 
but how do we live with ourselves 
and the world at large? ’ ” 

To explore foe issues of art and 
censorship, Yew had only to look at 
his own life. When he was a boy, 
his grandmother took him to 
Chinese street operas in Singapore, 


where actors erected stages in mar- 
kets and old men painted their faces 
to become warriors or concubines. 
It was his first taste of foe theater. 

Growing up under an author- 
itarian government in Singapore. 
Yew was aware of foe power of 
censorship. But as a teenager at 
Pepperdine University in Califor- 
nia, he learned foe power of cen- 
sorship first hand, he said, when a 
professor refused him a part be- 
cause he was Asian. Yew recalled: 
“I told him. ‘You think I’m going 
to be playing “Tbe King and I” for 
foe rest of my life? No way. 

In Singapore, where Ire staged 
his first play in 1987, government 
censors rejected the work because it 
included a gay character. Yew re- 
wrote the play, eliminating obvious 
references to foe character’s sexu- 
ality. but encouraged the actor play- 
ing the part to him at the character’s 
sexual preference. And in Los 


for “A Language of Their Own, 
he found himself foiced to post 
special signs so Asian actors would 
know what they were getting into. 
“They were coming in and saving, 
‘It’s ®ay?’ and wal k i n g out. Yew 
said. “So we had io put up a sign, 
like a warning: 'Gay -themed play. 
Innade me so angiy.” 

Perhaps the most painful for i ew 
was foe reaction of ms fetijo', who 
refused to discuss his son’s nano- 
sexuality or to see any of tus plays. 
Yew said, adding that bis father has 
since apologized for missing them. 

Despite the obstacles, or because 
of them. Yew developed an authori- 
al voice. Speaking of “A Language 
of Their Own,” which had us fust 
reading in New York at the Public 
Theater, George Wotfe. the theat- 
er's producer, said: ‘Chay finds the 
intimacy in the characters and foe 
language. And that’s wbat affects 
people. You find yourself in il" 
raise for Yew’s work has not 
been universal Tsai Chin, who 
played Auntie Undo in the film 
“The Joy Luck Club,” gave Yew 
the idea for “Red” when he told 
her he wanted to write about cen- 
sorship. She shared foe stay of her 
father, a Chinese opera singer who 
played male roles and was purged 
during foe Cultural Revolution. 

Bnt in foe end, she complained. 
Yew employed the very stereotypes 
be deplores, creating a male char- 
acter who performs as a woman and 
playing into Western stereotypes of' 
Asian-American men as effete. 

“People tend to put emphasis on 
the female impersonator because 
that’s foe only 'thing Western 
people understand,” Chin said by 
telephone from Los Angeles. “It’s 
perpetuating the chcb6. It’s exactly 
what I didn’t want to happen. I 
wanted a good playwright to proj- 
ect another image of Chinese art ” 
Yew said he used “familiar” 
images in foe first act of “Red” so 
he could destroy them later to make 
larger points about censorship, fa- 
ther-daughter relations and an. And 
he dedicated “Red” to Chin, even 
though she dislikes the play. He is. 


Angeles, during auditions in 1995 ' after all, no stranger to criticism. 
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'T’HE rapper ODB is in trouble again, 
i. The 30-year-old singer for the Wu- 
Tang Clan was arrested in New York on 
Monday on misdemeanor drug charges 
after foe police stopped his car and found 
a small amount of crack cocaine, a po- 
lice .spokesman said. ODB, whose real 
name is Russell Jones, was convicted of 
second-degree assault in New York in 
1993. He was arrested last month in Los 
Angeles when he parked in a no- parking 
zone and foe police found he was wear- 
ing a bulletproof vest. A state law bans 
felons from wearing body armor. 

□ 

Mary Jo Buttafuoco and Amy Fish- 
er have made up. Buttafuoco has for- 

g iven foe woman who had an affair with 
er husband,' Joey, and shot her in foe 
head in 1992. Buttafuoco and Fisher 
began writing to each other more than 
six months ago. “At this stage, for- 
giveness is appropriate,” Buttafuoco 
told foeNew York Post from West Hills, 
California, where she lives with her 
husband. She also supports a deal that 
might hasten Fisher's release from pris- 


on. Fisher, 24, is serving a five- to 15- 
year sentence for foe shooting. 

□ 

A mansion bought by Queen Eliza- 
beth II for foe Duchess of York and her 
two daughters has been put up for sale 
for£l .5 million ($2.44 million) after she 
refused to move into it, newspapers in 


London reported Tuesday. The Daily 
Mail said foe queen had lost patience 
with wrangling over the duchess’s new 
seven-bedroom home and put it up for 
sale without telling her former daugh- 
ter-in-law. who claimed she could not 
afford its upkeep. Unidentified royal 
aides were quoted as saying Fergie, as 
the duchess is popularly known, was 


A Waiter Takes ‘Shakespeare’ to Court 

The Associated Press 

L OS ANGELES — An author is suing the makers of foe Oscar-winning film 
“Shakespeare in Love,” claiming they stole the tale of a lovelorn bard 
from her 1989 Elizabethan -era novel “The Quality of Mercy.” 

Marc Norman and Tom Stoppard won foe Oscar for best original screenplay 
Sunday night Faye Kellerman sued in federal court on March 16, less than a 
week before the Academy Awards. “It’s interesting that it won foe award, but 
as I said in foe complaint it should have been for best adapted screenplay,” said 
Barry Novak, Keliennan’s attorney. Named in the lawsuit are Norman and 
Stoppard, Miramax Film Cotp., Universal City Studios and foe script’s 
publisher, Hyperion Press. 

“The Quality of Mercy” is about Shakespeare’s effort to solve a friend's 
murder while his love-interest, who masquerades as a man. helps Jews flee foe 
Spanish Inquisition, according to a review from Publisher’s Weekly. 


angling for more divorce money from 
her forma husband. Prince Andrew. 

a 

Princess Cristina, daughter of King 
Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia of Spain, 
is expecting her first child in October, 
foe royal palace said Monday. The prin- 
cess married foe handball player Inaki 
Urdangarin in Barcelona tn 1997. 

o . 

After ponying with Madonna and 
other glitterati at a post-Oscars party, 
Monica Lewinsky ended her home- 
coming tour by signing books for hun- 
dreds of people at a Brentano’s book- 
store in foe Century City district west of 
downtown. More that 400 people 
clutching copies of “Monica’s Story” 
waited for up to eight hours Monday. “I 
think it’s a circus, but I’m proud to be a 
member of this circus," said Adolfo 
Ramirez, who was skipping college 
classes. The night before. Lewinsky was 
foe toast of foe Vanity Fair post-Oscar 
party, chatting with star after star — foe 
famous lining up to meet foe infamous. 



and USe AiT&tT Direct Service. With the world's frost powerful networi. yoj get fast. dear, reliable connections from anywhere. Plus you’ll always have the option of an operator who sd ir 
All it tal-es is your AT&T Calling Card or credit card, and you're well on your way. Without a care in the world. ™ ' 


Steps to follow for easy calling worldwide: 

1. just dial the AT&T Access Number far the country 
you are calling from. 

2. Dial the phone number you're calling. 

3. Dial your card number. 


Credit card W avafebt'rtr- umu subject ro your train orf jgreemam I 

all countries luted daw* •ftfphtm dept**. ALmted JW*JMtyOGrii«M*We»nio*e 



AwtriaC, 


022-M3-0I I 


Belgium* MOCMOO-IO 

Czech Republic* ...JB414M0-IDI 
Egjrpt»(Camj)T — J I M2M 

France M0&W4WJ I 

Germany XB0&32S5-29B 


Greece* 00*00-131 1 

Iretandn 1-80W51MW 

toWl - ...... |.«0O4444 jM9 

Italy* ... ITMOU 

Netherlands* 060M2MI 1 1 

Russia I Moscow} I ,,755-5042 


Switzarisnd* „ttQ0-W40! ) 

United Kingdom a + O888-&9-O0! f 
United Kingdom a + Q5W-8WMU 

For access numbers not fisted above. ask any operator for AT&T Direct Service, or visit our Web site ac 

vrrrw Jitt.com/ traveler 
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